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tion will involve evaluation of the same items in
terms of the kind of hospital experience that the
patient desires. Other measures (e. g., the IIealth
Opinion Survey) will also be administered.

This study combines the literature of control
(which indicates that influence over impending events
mediates stress reactions) and the literature of so­
cial learning theory, especially that variant which
emphasizes the reciprocal interaction among behavior­
al, cognitive/personal, and environmental determinants
in human functioning.

Karen E. Dennis is in the School of Nursing, Uni­
versity of Maryland at Baltimore, and can be reached
c/o 12510 Killian Lane, Bowie MD 20715. Previous of
her Q-methodo10gical papers on topics in nursing were
summarized in OS, 1984, 7, 101-102.
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