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analyses of theory; philosophical analyses of commu
nication concepts and phenomena; critical-empirical
analyses of the generality of situational theory;
comparison, differentiation, or integration of situa
tional theories; and book review essays. [This notice
is from the Communication Research and Theory
Network (CRTNET), no. 147, July 9, 1988.]

DISSERTATIONS IN PROGRESS

Mary Margaret Pignone, The Makinq of Global lden
tity: Strategy for Global Instztutional Change
(American University)

Proposed is research to test empirically the hypoth
eses that active participation in a transnational or
ganization and engagement in critical social analysis
will variously (1) change the meanin~ that individual
participants give to the role/identity 'global citizen";
(2) change the priorities that individual participants
maintain regarding appropriate action for develop
ment; (3) change the meaning that individual par
ticipants give to the role/identity change agent; and
(4) increase the salience of their identities as global
citizens and change agents.

A pre-post research design is utilized in which
members of the experimental group will be tested
before and after their participation in a common task.
This. group will be a transnational group "in the
making," i. e., the group will come into being and
will begin to develop simultaneously with the re
search.

The experimental group will include social change
agents from three separate countries or cultures who
will work together in analyzing the development mo
dels impacting their communities. In-depth interviews
will support the use of Q methodology in which the
participants will define for themselves the meanings
that they give to these role/identities.
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Control groups will be used to test to what extent
changes among participants can be attributed to the
experimental processes of transnational membership
in "solidary" groups engaged in critical social anal
ysis.

It is hoped that this research will advance the
scientific measure of identities, and further under
standing of how commitment impacts Identity salience
(cf. Stryker, 1987 ; Stryker & Serpe, 1982). This
research also draws on the work of Alain 'Touraine
(1985) and the study of new social movements.
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