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Pragmatically, concourses are empirically grounded.  They may be collections of 
“statements” from people in a community sense, with certain commonality… our 
theory of communication, and of meaning as its core, begins with concourse theory…  

William Stephenson (1978, p 25). 
 

 

Stephenson (2014) described Q technique as beginning with a Q sample drawn from a 
concourse where these represented the population and the universe (of items), 
respectively.  In fact, Stephenson published a number of  articles (e.g., 1978, 2014) that 
stressed the importance and details of concourse and Q sample.  Yet Kenward (2019) 
reported that few Q studies provide much if any detail about how the concourse was 
drawn and the Q sample selected, a view which had  already provided the foundation 
for this special  section of Operant Subjectivity (OS). 

Thus, the goal of this special section of OS is to share the various ways Q 
methodologists develop concourse and select the Q sample. Within this set of articles, 
some authors draw on Stephenson’s work while others bring new tactics to collecting 
concourse and selecting the Q sample.  Within typical Q publications, the concourse 
development and selection of the Q sample may consist of a paragraph or two with a 
significantly greater focus on the other aspects of the study (including general 
explanations of what Q is and the study’s results).  Here, our goal is to focus reader’s 
attention on concourse development and Q sample selection such that new insights 
might be revealed concerning how Q methodologists approach these important aspects 
of any Q study. 

The result is a set of articles that offer new ways to develop concourse including 
anecdote circles (Richardson & Ramlo, 2019) and software tools (Lee, 2019).  
Additionally, Sylvester ( 2019) and Mohr ( 2019) discuss the difficulty of selecting Q 
samples within very different contexts. Bass and Balkema (1999) revisit the notion of 
nominal groups first introduced by Kinsey and Kelly (1989), Brown and colleagues trace 
the development of a Q study from the collection of the concourse, selection of the Q 
sample, to the testing of theory. Ramlo et al. (2019) provide insight in developing a 
concourse within an environment where the participants may struggle because of poor 
literacy skills. Shearman (2019) outlines the challenges of concourse development and 
Q sample selection in a domain - mastery in mathematics education - not previously 
studied using Q methodology. 

I would like to express my deep appreciation to James Good, Editor of Operant 
Subjectivity: The International Journal of Q Methodology, the contributors, and those who 
provided helpful and timely reviews.  
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