EFRE e Tad WL T et Sl ¥

LIDRARY

BULLETIN OF THE JuL 12 2007
OKLAHOMA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY

VoL. 39 JUNE 2006 No. 2

FIRST SUCCESSFUL NESTING OF INCA DOVE IN OKLAHOMA

BERLIN A. HECK
109 Kaye Drive, Broken Bow, Oklahoma 74728
e-mail: baheck@pine-net.com

On 8 April 2005, I was notified by Ford Hendershot of an Inca Dove
(Columbina inca) nest at the home of Robert Goolsby in Idabel, McCurtain
County, Oklahoma. The nest was 1.2 m above the ground in an evergreen
cleyera shrub (Eurya ochnacea), where I observed an Inca Dove on the nest
containing 2 eggs. I saw a dove and 2 unhatched eggs in the nest on 14 April.
On 19 and 24 April, the nest held 2 nestlings (Fig. 1a), and on 2 May, the nest
was empty. I contacted Goolsby to determine if he had more information. He
had photographed the nest with 1 adult and 2 fully-feathered nestlings on 1
May about 1430 h and later that afternoon observed 1 of the fledglings flying
weakly and attempting to land on the window ledge by the nest. On 5 May,
I collected the nest (Fig. 1b) for the Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural
History, University of Oklahoma (UOMNH N320). The nest, which measured
113.4 mm x 91.0 mm, was constructed atop an old stick nest, probably of a
Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos) (G. Schnell, pers. comm. 2005). Its
composition included horse hair, pine needles (Pinus sp.), and downy feath-
ers, and the rim of the nest was lined with excrement (A. Person, pers. comm.
2005). The excrement around the rim, which is typical of an Inca Dove nest,
“...binds the nest material and deepens the cup” (Mueller, A. J. 1992. Inca
Dove. The Birds of North America, No. 28 [A. Poole, P. Stettenheim, and F.
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Fig. 1. a) Inca Dove (Columbina inca) squabs in nest, 19 April 2005, Idabel, McCurtain Co.,
Oklahoma and b) Inca Dove nest collected on 5 May 2005, Idabel, McCurtain Co., Oklahoma

nest was deposited in the University of Oklahoma Museum of Natural History (UOMNH
N320). Photographs by Berlin Heck.
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Gill, Eds.]. The Academy of Natural Sciences, Philadelphia and The American
Ornithologists’ Union, Washington, D.C.).

The first Inca Dove recorded in Oklahoma was in Kay County from
December 1954 to March 1955 (Sutton, G. M. Oklahoma Birds. University of
Oklahoma Press, Norman). That same year a female was observed and col-
lected on 17 May in Cimarron County. In subsequent years, they have been
observed erratically. Inca Doves have been recorded in 19 counties in
Oklahoma, with most of the recent records being from McCurtain County in
the southeastern region of the state. The 1992 edition of the Date Guide to the
Occurrences of Birds in Oklahoma compiled by the Oklahoma Bird Records
Committee listed Inca Doves as present, but no dates were listed
(Grzybowski, J., J. Arterburn, W. Carter, J. Tomer, and D. Verser. 1992. Date
guide to the occurrences of birds in Oklahoma. 2nd edition. Oklahoma
Ornithological Society, Norman). The 2004 edition of this booklet lists the Inca
Dove as a permanent resident in 5 of the 7 geographic regions of Oklahoma,
except the Panhandle and northwestern regions.

The first record of attempted nesting of Inca Doves in Oklahoma was in
Hugo, Choctaw Couny, 23 April 2000 (Heck, B. 2001. First nesting attempt of
the Inca Dove for Oklahoma. Bulletin of the Oklahoma Ornithological Society
34:4). The nest was not subsequently monitored. I observed another nesting
attempt 8 May 2003, south of Haworth, McCurtain County, but a storm
destroyed the nest a week later. Jim Harris of Wagoner, Wagoner County,
observed an Inca Dove on a nest in 2004 but did not monitor it (J. Harris, pers.
comm. 2005). Other attempted nestings have occurred in Jackson, Comanche,
and Grady counties, and 2 young Inca Doves were videotaped being fed by
adults in Jackson County on 9 April (Tyler, J. D. 1997. Birds of southwestern
Oklahoma and north central Texas. Transcript Press, Norman, Oklahoma).

Museum specimens of Inca Doves and a nest from Oklahoma at the Sam
Noble Oklahoma Museum of Natural History at the University of Oklahoma
are as follows: UOMNH 2114, female, Cimarron Co., Boise City (13 mi. N), 17
May 1955, collector: G. M. Sutton; UOMNH 7517, male, Harper Co., Rosston,
15 December 1973, collector: Laurance Dunn; UOMNH 6830 (skeleton), sex
unknown, Cleveland Co., Norman, 20 December 1962, collector: F. A.
Rinehart; UOMNH 22009 (skeleton), sex unknown, Cleveland Co., Norman,
1 June 2004, collector: G. D. Schnell; UOMNH N320 (nest), McCurtain Co.,
Idabel, 5 May 2005, collector: Berlin A. Heck. A museum specimen is located
at Cameron University as follows: CUMZ 0607, sex unknown, Caddo County,
Apache, 31 October 1975, collector: O. J. Felis.
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Virginia Rails Nesting in Tulsa County.—Nesting of Virginia Rails
(Rallus limicola) in Tulsa County was confirmed in May 2005 at the Apache

sewage ponds on the southwestern corner of the intersection of North 145
East Avenue and East Apache Street. These are the waste water ponds of a
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