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INSTRUCTIONS TO CONTRIBUTORS

The Bulletin of the Oklahoma Ornithological Society publishes original
papers dealing with the birds of Oklahoma and adjacent counties of bor-
dering states. The Bulletin seeks especially articles dealing with the sta-
tuses of species within the state, summaries and syntheses of major bird
banding programs, invasions or extirpations, documented population
changes, the history of Oklahoma ornithology, identification of confusing
species or plumages, unusual occurrence records, and local studies of
avian behavior or ecology. Submission of high-quality photographs and
original artwork that illustrate unusual records or ornithological events
is also encouraged. Two types of articles are published: Regular Articles,
which are longer papers reporting multiple observations or syntheses of
existing information, and General Notes, which report single events. The
Editor will assist contributors in classifying manuscripts into these cate-
gories.

Manuscripts should be submitted to the Editor in triplicate, typed
double-spaced with letter-quality printing and a font size of 12 point. Use
high-quality bond paper with at least 3 cm margins and no hyphenation
at the end of lines. Measurements are metric (e.g., kilometers rather than
miles). Dates are done in European style (24 July 1997) and for time use
a 24-hour clock without a colon (e.g., 2130). Numbers less than 10 are
spelled out, except for measurements (e.g., 2.0 cm). Common names of
birds are capitalized; the scientific name for each species is provided par-
enthetically at first mention.

Regular Articles should generally follow a standardized format,
beginning with an Introduction, followed by Methods, Results,
Discussion, Acknowledgments, and Literature Cited. The Introduction
should state the aims of the paper and place it within the existing knowl-
edge of the topic; readers should be told why the subject is interesting
and worthy of reading about. Methods should provide enough informa-
tion to allow evaluation and replication of the research. The Results
should concisely state the findings and not duplicate information that is
presented in tables or figures. The Discussion should begin with a state-
ment that summarizes the main results, and this section should develop
the significance of the research to Oklahoma ornithology and bird study
more generally. Some speculation is allowed, but the Discussion should,
for the most part, follow logically from the Results. Only literature that is



mentioned goes into Literature Cited, and citations within the text and
Literature Cited should be carefully checked to make sure they match.
The format of Literature Cited follows that of recent issues. Notes have
no sections or internal headings. In Notes, literature citations should be
done parenthetically within the text at first mention (e.g., Lish, J.W., 1997,
Bull. Okla. Ornithol. Soc. 30:1-6); thereafter, only the author and year are
used (e.g., Lish 1997). Use of tables and figures is encouraged; tables and
figure legends should also be typed double-spaced throughout. Figures
should be submitted as letter-quality line drawings or original pho-
tographs. Black-and-white glossy prints are preferred, but color prints
can at times be accommodated.

Manuscripts will be reviewed by at least two outside reviewers in
addition to the Editor. In some cases, a member of the Editorial Board
may be designated as a Special Editor to work with an author on a par-
ticular manuscript. When revision is required, authors will be asked to
return their revised manuscript promptly. Minor editorial changes to
manuscripts will be shown to authors for their approval before publica-
tion, and in some cases authors will be asked to proofread page proofs
prior to publication. The Editor welcomes inquiries about proposed man-
uscripts, and he and the Editorial Board will be happy to assist authors
who may be inexperienced at scientific writing.
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