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GENERAL NOTE

Brown-headed Cowbirds fledge from a Louisiana Waterthrush nest.—Although
Friedmann (1929; 1963; Friedmann et al, 1977) considered Louisiana Waterthrushes
(Seiurus motacilla) to be frequent hosts of Brown-headed Cowbirds (Molothrus ater),
no record of parasitism has been reported in Oklahoma. On 6 July 1995, I located a
Louisiana Waterthrush nest under a root tangle along a small drainage in Clear Creek
Canyon near Pawhuska Lake, 3 miles west and 1'/: south of Pawhuska, in Osage
County, Oklahoma. Upon examination, I noticed that at least one of the three young
contained in the nest was a Brown-headed Cowbird. As I attempted to move the cow-
bird young so that I could more closely examine the other two nestlings, all three
jumped from the nest. They were all fully feathered cowbird nestlings, capable of fly-
ing two to three meters. I placed them back into the nest. The following day, I exam-
ined the now empty nest, and no adult waterthrushes or fledgling cowbirds were
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seen. On three or four occasions over the next couple of weeks, an adult waterthrush
was in the area of the nest, and chipped as if annoyed at my presence.

Friedmann (1929; 1963) suggested that Louisiana Waterthrushes are multiply par-
asitized more frequently than most species, noting that ten (18.2%) of 55 nests on
which he had data contained three or four cowbird eggs each. Eaton (1958) reported
that three (18.8%) of 16 Louisiana Waterthrush nests he monitored in New York from
1947 through 1949 held three or four cowbird eggs each, although these nests were
not included in Friedmann’s aforementioned computations. A waterthrush nest in
lowa contained six cowbird eggs together with two waterthrush eggs (Lowther,
1985). Bent (1953) stated that “Three or four eggs of the cowbird are likely to cause
the waterthrush to desert the nest.” Eaton (1958), however, reported that of two
waterthrush nests containing three cowbird eggs each, one fledged two cowbirds
and no host young, and another nest containing four cowbird eggs fledged three
cowbirds and one host young. Apparently, Bent's statement does not always hold
true, as at least two (67%) of Eaton’s multiply parasitized nests were not abandoned;
the female waterthrush was killed at the third nest.

Also of interest is the late date of this nest. The latest dates given by Sutton (1967)
were 28 June for a fledgling waterthrush seen with an adult, and 25 June for young
still in the nest. The above observation took place more than a week later than these
dates. Perhaps many earlier nests were destroyed by floods due to higher than aver-
age rainfall in April and May of 1995.
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