
but vile smelling lining, held five eggs, which I collected. In the eggs were 
embryos about a week old. The ravens. possibly the same pair that had been 
there the year before, flew about croaking: at an elevation about the same as 
that of the top of the mesa. a Common Crow re. brachyrhynchos) dived re­
peatedly at one of them. 

We estimated that we saw or heard among the smaller mesas near Kenton 
about a dozen Common Ravens-in addition to the nesting pair. Some of these 
behm·ed as if they were neither paired nor breeding. though all appeared to 
he adult. Near the New Mexico state line we observed two loose flocks--0ne 
of 36 birds. the other of nine birds. In the mesa country proper we did not 
~ee or hear what we believed to be a White-necked Raven. That much smaller 
!-pecies seems to be restricted to the flat. treeless country. 

DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY, KANSAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE. EM­
PORIA. KANSAS 66801, 30 AUGUST 1968. 

GENERAL NOTES 

Purple Gallinule at Salt Plains National Wildlife Refuge, Oklahoma.-About 
noon on 4 May 1968 I flushed a Purple Gallinule ( Porphyrula martinica) 
from the edge of a cattail marsh at the Salt Plains National Wildlife Refuge 
in Alfalfa County, Oklahoma. The flying bird looked purplish blue at a dis­
tance of about twenty feet. The feet trailed below the bird and were of a 
rich yellow or orange shade, not green as in the Common Gallinule (Gallinula 
rh loropus). The bird flew just over the tops of the cattails and dropped 
hack into the marsh at a distance of about a hundred feet. 

This is the northernmost and westernmost sighting of a Purple Gallinule 
in Oklahoma, according to the records cited by Sutton ( 1967, Oklahoma Birds, 
p. 164). The spring observation of a Purple Gallinule in an area north of 
the southeastern United States is in agreement with occasional spring records 
from as far north as eastern Canada (see A.O.U. Check-list of North American 
Bird,.;, 1957, p. 160).-Robert B. Payne, Department of Zoology, University 
of Oklahonuz. Norman, Oklahoma 73069, 1 June 1968. 

Capture of American Coot by Great Homed Owl.-On the morning of 29 
August 1968, while I was fishing alone from a boat along the north shore 
of Lake Texoma near the village of Willis, Marshall County, south-central 
Oklahoma, I noticed two American Coots < Fulica americana) resting on a 
sandbar between my boat and the shore. The sky was overcast. Directly 
over the sandbar were the branches of a large tree that towered above the 
hundreds of sapling willows lining the shore. 

At about 11 o'clock a Great Horned Owl (Bubo virginianus) suddenly 
dropped from the big tree straight onto one of the coots while the other 
coot splashed awkwardly off. The owl did not use its beak in killing its 
prey. It simply sat there, in plain sight, glancing about with huge eyes open. 
Presently it flew back into the woods carrying the dead coot. 
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Two facts strike me as noteworthy-the capture of prey in broad day­
light and the ability of the owl to carry such a heavy bird without apparent 
difficulty.-James P. Artman, 1014 Walnut Road, Norman, Oklahoma 73069, 
4 September 1968. 

Leg-color in juvenal Piping Plover.-In Robert Verity Clem's excellent 
color-plate of three Semipalmated Plovers < Charadrius semipalmatus) and 
two Piping Plovers <C. melodus) in "The Shorebirds of North An'!erica" (1967, 
p. 57), he shows a ju venal Pi ping Plover with dark gray bill, eyelids, tarsi, 
and toes. 

In a juvenal Piping Plover that I saw along the southwest shore of Lake 
Hefner in Oklahoma County, Oklahoma, on 24 August, 29 August, and 1 Sep­
tember 1968, and that I collected on 1 September, the bill was dark gray 
( throughout the basal half as well as at the tip), but the tarsi and toes 
were orange of a shade even brighter than that shown in Mr. Clem's draw­
ing of an adult bird in breeding feather. That my specimen was young 
there can be no doubt, for the major wing- and leg-bones were not yet fully 
ossified, and the plumage of the upperparts was tipped with grayish white 
in such a way as to give the back a somewhat scaled appearance. I hesitate 
to say that Mr. Clem made a mistake, for some young Piping Plovers may 
indeed have dark gray legs; but some of them certainly are orange-legged. 

The above-mentioned specimen is the third Piping Plover (the first in 
juvenal feather) to have been taken in Oklahoma. When collected it was 
with three Sanderlings ( Crocethia alba). It is now No. 6376 in the bird 
collection at the University of Oklahoma.-Jack S. Roberts, 3706 N. W. 48th 
St. Circle. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73112. 4 September 1968. 

Nesting of Upland Plover in Woodward County. Oklahoma.-For several years 
Upland Plovers ( Bartramia longicauda) have summered in an extensive 
wheatfield on the Willard Peach ranch northwest of Mooreland. Woodward 
County, Oklahoma. In the spring of 1966 Mr. Peach observed two birds on 
several occasions. especially in a recently cut alfalfa field where they spent 
a good deal of time feeding. In the spring of 1967 he found the nest and 
plowed around it; but when l\lrs. Peach and I tried to find it a week or so 
later either the eggs had hatched or the vegetation about them had become 
so tall that we could not find them. 

During early June, 1968, various observers, including myself, repeatedly 
saw two plovers about 2 mi. west and :i .. mi. north of Mooreland. We hoped 
to find the nest. On June 10 a savage hailstorm cut a two-mile-wide swath 
through the area, ruining a great deal of wheat. While investigating wheat­
damage. Mr. Peach found a male Upland Plover with badly broken wing 
and wounded side-apparently a victim of the storm, though just how the 
bird had been crippled was beyond determining. It might have flown into 
a fence. Mr. Peach brought the bird to me. I had it alive for three days, 
but it refused to eat. When it died, I presented it to the bird collection 
at the University of Oklahoma. Dr. George M. Sutton, who prepared the 
skin (No. 6347 in the collection). found that the gonads were not greatly 
enlarged ( each testis about 2 x 3 mm.). 

No one can be sure, of course. that the crippled male was one of the 
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two birds we had been seeing. After the storm, the other bird was not seen 
by anyone.-Doris Baransy, P. O. Box 321. Mooreland, Oklahoma 73852, 4 Sep­
tember 1968. 

Black Skimmer in Oklahoma.-On the morning of 14 May 1967 I found a 
Black Skimmer ( Rynchops nigra) on the fairly extensive mud flats at the 
north end of Lake Overholser, the large water-supply impoundment just west 
of Oklahoma City (1967, Audubon Field Notes. 21: 518). A cool north wind 
had been blowing during the preceding 24 hours. At 11 :30 o'clock the sky 
was still overcast and the air temperature only 57° F. 

There was a considerable concentration of shorebirds, gulls, terns, and 
ducks on the mud flats. The skimmer was resting with a group of J<~ranklin's 
Gulls ( Larus pipixcan ), Ring-billed Gulls ( L. delawarensis ), Forster's Terns 
(Sterna forsteri), and Black Terns (Chlidonias niger). It seemed to be in 
good physical condition. It took flight with the other birds when the mixed 
flock was disturbed. 

Word spread concerning the skimmer's presence and several observers 
came to confirm my identification. Among those who saw the bird were 
Thomas K. Shires, Nelson Hall, Herbert Chezem, Ernest Hicock, Betty Hi­
cock. Roy Tillerson, and Joyce Tillerson. We kept the bird under observa­
tion at from 50 to 75 yards for over three hours. Identification was no prob­
lem, but no photographs were taken. 

I checked the area carefully later in the day, but failed to find the bird. 
Since the Black Skimmer is a bird of outer coasts and tidal marshes, I 
conclude that its presence at Lake Overholser was accidental. So far as I 
know. Rynchops nigra has not heretofore been seen in Oklahoma.-John G. 
".'iewell, 4129 N. Everest. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73111. 6 Au1ust 1968. 

Williamson's Sapsucker in Oklahoma.-On 11 November 1967, while afield 
with my ornithology class in the mesa country near Kenton, Cimarron County, 
Oklahoma. I obtained a female Wi1liamson's Sapsucker < Sphyrapicus thyroideus). 
apparently the first specimen of this species for the state. When first sighted. 
the bird was five or six feet from the ground, hitching down the trunk of a 
middle-sized, partly dead pinyon pine toward a little pool in a small canyon 
near the Laurance Regnier ranch-house 6 mi. south of Kenton. A notable feature 
of the freshly shot specimen was the pale greenish gray color of its tarsi and 
toes. It was not fat. It is now No. 6179 in the University of Oklahoma bird 
collection. 

I believe the bird to be in first winter feather, though it may be in juvenal 
feather. There is no evidence of molt. Its chest is not black but light brown 
narrowly barred with black. It represents the Rocky Mountains race, S. t. 
nataliae, a form characterized primarily by smallness of bill <see Swarth, 1917, 
Condor, 19:63). Its bill, which measures 21 mm., is noticeably slenderer than 
that of an adult female from Utah in my personal collection. 

My friend A. J. Krehbiel, of Clayton, New Mexico, informs me that the 
Williamson's Sapsucker has been recorded in and near Clayton as follows: on 
September 19, 1953, two females in Leighton's Grove on Perico Creek, 3 mi. 
south of Clayton: on October 4. 1953. two males, one in Clayton, one in Paradise 
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Canyon, 3 mi. north of Clayton; on April 3, 1955, a male along Perico Creek, 
6 mi. west of Clayton; on October 23, 1955, a female in Paradise Canyon, 3 mi. 
north of Clayton; on April 19. 1959, a male in Clayton. Clayton is in north­
eastern New Mexico, about 11 mi. from the southwestern comer of the Okla­
homa Panhandle.-George M. Sutton, Department of Zoology. University of 
Oklahoma, Norman, Oklahoma 73069, 28 May 1968. 

Rufous-crowned Sparrow in Custer County, Oklahoma.-On 27 May 1968, in 
a deeply eroded gully 3 mi. north of Thomas, in northeastern Custer County, 
Oklahoma, I happened upon two Rufous-crowned Sparrows ( Aimophila 
ruficeps). The walls of the gully were almost bare, but scattered shrubbery 
grew near the top. Neither bird was singing and so far as I could tell neither 
was carrying food. Since Aimophila ru.ficeps had not been reported from 
Custer County, I collected one of the two, finding it to be a female with 
well defined brood-patch. The specimen is No. 6351 in the bird collection 
at the University of Oklahoma in Norman.-Jack D. Tyler, Department of 
Biology, Cameron State College, Lawton. Oklahoma 73501. 15 November 1968. 

Black-throated Sparrow in Kiowa County, Oklahoma.-On 5 March 1962, 
while mist-netting 3 mi. south of Lugert, Kiowa County, southwestern Okla­
homa, I banded (No. 101-87558) and released an adult Black-throated Spar­
row ( A mphispiza bilineata). The bird was flushed from a large pile of cut 
brush in a weedy area along a stream bottom. Several Slate-colored Juncos 
(Junco hyemalis) and a Field Sparrow ( Spizella pusilla) were netted in the 
same area that morning. 

According to Sutton ( 1967, Oklahoma Birds. pp. 617-18). there is only 
one previous record for the Black-throated Sparrow east of the Panhandle's 
Black Mesa country in Cimarron County: a specimen taken by Sutton in 
central Oklahoma. near Lexington, Cleveland County, on 27 October 1956. 
The banded bird also represents unusually early spring arrival. 3 April 
being the earliest spring record heretofore reported ( Sutton, op. cit.).-­
Willet T. Van Velzen, Migratory Bird Populations Station. Bureau of Sport 
Fisheries and Wildlife. Laurel. Md. 20810. 26 September 1968. 
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