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Charles Peaden, Ph.D. is an associate professor of political 
science and active with the water resource management and policy 
master’s program at East Central University.  He teaches classes 
on the U.S. presidency, campaigns and elections, political parties 
and interest groups, the legislative process and of course American 
government.  In the master’s program, he teaches environmental 
conflict management and natural resource history and policy. Dr. 
Peaden is active in state and local party politics.  Charles has 
authored or coauthored several peer-reviewed articles, with a 
recent focus on water resources and related disputes and conflicts 
regarding natural resources, both in domestic and international 
contexts.

Rick Farmer, Ph.D. is dean of the J. Rufus Fears Fellowship at 
the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs.   Previously, he served 
as  director of committee staff for the Oklahoma House of 
Representatives, director of the Oklahoma Workers’ Compensation 
Commission, and deputy insurance commissioner. Dr. Farmer 
earned tenure teaching applied politics at the University of Akron 
in Ohio.   In 2016 he received OPSA’s Robert Darcy Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

Christine Pappas, J.D., Ph.D. is Chair of the Department of Politics, 
Law, and Society and Professor of Political Science at East Central 
University. She teaches and publishes on tribal politics, Racism in 
the US, and women in US politics. She is the Chair of the City 
of Ada Multiculturalism Committee, the Faculty Advisor of ECU 
Pride, and a member of the Oklahoma Indian Legal Services 
Advisory Board. Pappas was the first woman president of the 
Oklahoma Political Science Association. 
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Dr. Erick Ananga is an Assistant Professor at East Central University 
in Ada, Oklahoma. He earned his doctorate in Geography and 
Environmental Science & Policy from the University of South 
Florida, a master’s in Politics and International Development from 
the University of East Anglia Norwich, United Kingdom, and a 
bachelor’s in International Development Studies with Economics 
major from the University of East Anglia Norwich, United 
Kingdom. His research focuses on examining the tenability of 
community participation theory in explicating water production 
and management dynamics in urban informal neighborhoods. His 
research has been published in many journals including: Oxford 
University Press Journal of Community Development,  Habitat 
International, Land Use Policy, International Journal of 
Sustainable Water Resource Management, International Journal 
of Applied Earth Observation and Geoinformation, Social 
Indicators Research, Sustainable Water Resource Management, 
Energies, SN Social Sciences, and Journal of Asian and African 
Studies. 

Kimberly Elkin is an Aquatic Ecologist with The Nature 
Conservancy- Oklahoma Chapter. She is the Watershed Health 
Director for a statewide program that monitors the health of 
streams and rivers across Oklahoma. She holds a Master’s Degree 
in Zoology/Ichthyology and a Master’s Degree in Water Policy 
Resources and Management. She has worked as a professional 
biologist with Native American organizations, state governments, 
and non-profit organizations for 19 years. She is an avid gardener, 
outdoor enthusiast, hunter, fisherwoman, and loves to volunteer at 
the local animal shelter.
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Gidong Kim is a Ph.D. Candidate in Political Science at the 
University of Missouri. His research interests include political 
behavior (voting and elections) and political psychology.

Jordan Butcher is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at 
Arkansas State University. Her research explores legislative 
institutions and political careerism

Travis A. Younce, ABD, MAIR, MHR, AGC(IW/AW/SW)(ret) 
is a PhD candidate at Helm’s School of Government working on 
his dissertation How Does Integrated Regulations Between Tribal, 
State, and Federal Water Rights Impact Water Use of Central 
Oklahoma? with an anticipation of completion in December 2022. 
His focus for his PhD is Public Policy emphasis in National Security 
and culminates 21 years of active-duty Naval service with a focus 
on intelligence, environmental, and oceanographic studies. Younce 
was a panel participate and presented a paper on Constitutional 
Crisis and the Tenth Amendment held at Liberty University March 
2021. He is actively seeking academic employment, has traveled 
to more than 30 countries, and is blessed to have the support his 
wife, Emily, and three children.


