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Gary W. Copeland is a Professor of Political Science at the
University of Oklahoma. He received his B.A. from Baylor University
and his M.A. and Ph.D. from the University of lowa. His research
interests include both Congress and comparative parliaments and a
variety of topics related to democratic processes. His research has
appeared in a variety of journals including the Journal of Politics, Social
Science Quarterly, and this journal. He co-authored The
Contemporary Congress: A Bicameral Approach and several editions
of the Almanac of Oklahoma Politics and co-edited Congressional
Budgeting and Parliaments in the Modern World. He was selected
as an APSA Congressional Fellow upon completing his Ph.D. and was
a Fulbright Scholar in Beirut, Lebanon in 2008 - 2009.

Ernest Cowles is a graduate student in the Department of Political
Science at Oklahoma State University. His research interests include
public opinion, the presidency, and foreign policy.

Aaron L. Mason is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at
Northwestern Oklahoma State University at Alva. He lives with his
wife DeeAnn and their two children Hannah and Morgan.

Jeanette Morehouse Mendez is an assistant professor of political
science at Oklahoma State University. Her research areas focus on
political communication, social networks, and identity politics.
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Matthew C. Nowlin is a PhD candidate in political science at the
University of Oklahoma. His areas of study are public policy, public
administration, and American politics. His research interests include
energy and environmental policy, science and public policy, social policy,
and public management.

John David Rausch, Jr., is an Associate Professor of Political
Science and faculty athletics representative at West Texas A&M
University in Canyon, Texas. He earned his Ph.D. at the Carl Albert
Congressional Research and Studies Center at the University of
Oklahoma. He is co-author of Government in America: People,
Politics, and Policy, Thirteenth Edition, Texas Edition (Pearson/
Longman, 2008), associate editor of Encyclopedia of Congress (Facts
on File, 2007), and co-editor of The Test of Time: Coping with
Legislative Term Limits (Lexington Books, 2003).

Eric J. Schmaltz is an Assistant Professor of History at
Northwestern Oklahoma State University at Alva where he teaches
Modern European and World History. His research interests include
ethnic German migrations, the Nazi Holocaust, and Soviet nationality
policies. His various articles and reviews have appeared online and in
local newspapers, interdisciplinary journals, and major international
anthologies.

John J. Ulrich is a Professor of Political Science and Legal Studies
at East Central University at Ada, Oklahoma. He received a B.A. in
Government from Lawrence University and earned an M.A. and Ph.D.
from the University of California, Santa Barbara. His current research
interests explore the impact of religious heterogeneity on political
community and civic engagement.

Tony E. Wohlers is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at
Cameron University in Lawton. He holds a Ph.D. from the Northern
Illinois University, and he has presented and published research on
biotechnology policies and e-government trends in the United States
and across different industrialized democracies.
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John Wood, Ph.D. teaches political science at Rose State College.

He obtained a Doctorate in Environmental Policy & Conflict from
Oklahoma State University in January 2007. He has published on
environmental conflict in Oklahoma and campaign finance research in
the state, and is working on a book proposal on student engagement.

The former U.S. Marine and Gulf War Vet lives in Guthrie, Oklahoma
with his wife Bonnie.
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