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James A. Davis is an Associate Professor of American and 
Applied Politics at Oklahoma State University and a recipient of the 
Regents Distinguished Teaching Award. He has published on Native­
Americans and Democratic partisans in Oklahoma as well as minority 
police officers in Oklahoma and Texas. 

Austin Gilley is a Human Resources Programs Manager for the 
Oklahoma Merit Protection Commission. He holds a Master's Degree 
in public administration, which he proudly refers to as a poor man's law 
degree and an honest man's business degree. After a modest career 
stint in another state, he returned to a lower-paying job in Oklahoma 
and wondered why there were not more higher-payingjobs in his home 
state. 

Josh Herlan is an undergraduate senior majoring in political 
institutions and processes at OSU. He has recently coordinated major 
sections of statewide campaigns, served in the armed services in 
Afghanistan, and hopes to explore a career in lobbying. 

Tony and Lucrecia Litherland are professors ofPolitical Science 
and Languages respectively at Oklahoma Baptist University. Tony holds 
a Ph.D. from the University of Oklahoma; Lucrecia's is from the 
University ofTexas-at Austin. Both share an interest in language policy. 
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John David Rausch, Jr. is an associate professor of political 
science and faculty athletics representative at West Texas A&M 
University. He earned his Ph.D. at the Carl Albert Congressional 
Research and Studies Center at the University of Oklahoma. 

Sai Sekhar V. Metla is from the district ofVisakhapatnam in the 
state of Andhra Pradesh in India and a graduate student in Industrial 
Engineering and Management at Oklahoma State University. He has 
expertise in computer programming and statistical analysis. 
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