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Abstract: An updated list of the mammals of Oklahoma was compiled from literature records, sight records, 
and museum specimens. A total of 108 native species, 4 extirpated species, and 5 introduced/exotic species are 
reported. 

Introduction

In a checklist of mammals of Oklahoma 
(Caire et al. 1989), a total of 106 species of 
mammals were listed as occurring in Oklahoma, 
including 4 extirpated and 4 introduced species. 
In 1998, an updated checklist was published 
(Choate and Jones 1998) listing 111 species 
of mammals including 4 extirpated and 7 
introduced/exotic species. Since the publication 
by Caire et al. (1989) and the updated checklist 
of Choate and Jones (1998), there have been 
several changes in distributional occurrences 
and nomenclature of mammal species found in 
Oklahoma that have been documented in various 
scientific and lay literature. The checklist 
below updates the earlier lists and contains 117 
species of mammals, including 4 extirpated 
species and 5 introduced/exotic species. Both 
scientific and common names are provided. Six 
species (Blarina brevicauda, Sorex longirostris, 
Eumops perotis, Ovis canadensis, Geomys 

jugossicularis, and Perognathus merriami), not 
included in the most recent checklist of Choate 
and Jones (1998), have been verified as occurring 
in the state. Choate and Jones (1998) included 
the domestic dog and cat as introduced/exotic 
species which we did not. This document has 
been created in part to assist those working with 
the many different and varied aspects related to 
the state’s mammals. It will provide a common 
point of reference and terminology. 

Methods

To compile the updated list, we began with 
Caire et al. (1989) and examined the literature 
for any occurrence of a species not previously 
reported from the state. We also examined 
museum specimens from many university and 
institution holdings for any new occurrences. 
In the checklist, the sequence of orders are 
presented following Wilson and Reeder (2005). 
The families, genera, and species are listed 
alphabetically. Bradley et al. (2019) suggested 
a nomenclatural change of Peromyscus 
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maniculatus to Peromyscus sonoriensis. We are 
hesitant to accept this change until additional 
discussion of the recommendation has occurred. 
Several other taxonomic changes follow those 
suggested by Bradley et al. (2014). With minor 

exceptions, common names are adapted from 
those listed by Wilson and Cole (2000), Wilson 
and Reeder (2005), and Bradley et al. (2014).

Results and Discussion

CHECKLIST OF THE MAMMALS OF OKLAHOMA

E = Extirpated       I = Introduced 

Order:  DIDELPHIMORPHIA – Opossums       

Family:  Didelphidae – Opossums         

  Didelphis virginiana    Virginia Opossum     

Order:  CINGULATA – Armadillos        

Family:  Dasypodidae – Armadillos        

  Dasypus novemcinctus    Nine-banded Armadillo    

Order LAGOMORPHA – Pikas, Hares, and Rabbits       

Family:  Leporidae – Hares and Rabbits       

  Lepus californicus     Black-tailed Jackrabbit     

  Sylvilagus aquaticus    Swamp Rabbit      

  Sylvilagus audubonii    Desert Cottontail    

	 	 Sylvilagus	floridanus	   Eastern Cottontail     

Order SORICOMORPHA – Insectivores        

Family:  Soricidae – Shrews         

Blarina brevicauda    Northern Short-tailed Shrew    

  Blarina carolinensis    Southern Short-tailed Shrew    

  Blarina hylophaga     Elliot’s Short-tailed Shrew    

  Cryptotis parva     Least Shrew      

  Notiosorex crawfordi    Crawford’s Desert Shrew     

  Sorex longirostris     Southeastern Shrew    

Family:  Talpidae – Moles           

  Scalopus aquaticus    Eastern Mole     

Order CHIROPTERA – Bats         

Family:  Molossidae – Free-tailed Bats        

  Eumops perotis     Western Bonneted Bat     

  Nyctinomops macrotis    Big Free-tailed Bat     

  Tadarida brasiliensis    Brazilian Free-tailed Bat     

Family:  Vespertilionidae – Vesper Bats        

  Antrozous pallidus     Pallid Bat      

	 	 Corynorhinus	rafinesquii	   Rafinesque’s Big-eared Bat   

  Corynorhinus townsendii    Townsend’s Big-eared Bat   
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  Eptesicus fuscus     Big Brown Bat      

  Lasionycteris noctivagans    Silver-haired Bat    

  Lasiurus borealis     Eastern Red Bat      

  Lasiurus cinereus     Hoary Bat     

  Lasiurus seminolus    Seminole Bat     

  Myotis austroriparius     Southeastern Myotis    

  Myotis ciliolabrum     Western Small-footed Myotis    

  Myotis grisescens    Gray Myotis     

  Myotis leibii     Eastern Small-footed Myotis    

  Myotis lucifugus     Little Brown Myotis    

  Myotis septentrionalis    Northern Long-eared Myotis    

  Myotis sodalis     Indiana Myotis      

  Myotis velifer     Cave Myotis     

  Myotis yumanensis     Yuma Myotis      

  Nycticeius humeralis    Evening Bat     

  Parastrellus hesperus    American Parastrelle    

	 	 Perimyotis	subflavus	   American Perimyotis     

Order CARNIVORA – Carnivores         

Family:  Canidae – Dogs, Foxes, and Wolves       

  Canis latrans    Coyote       

  ECanis lupus     Gray Wolf     

  ECanis rufus     Red Wolf     

  Urocyon cinereoargenteus   Common Gray Fox     

  Vulpes velox     Swift Fox     

  Vulpes vulpes    Red Fox     

Family:  Felidae – Cats          

  Lynx rufus     Bobcat       

  Puma concolor    Mountain Lion    

Family:  Mephitidae – Skunks        

  Conepatus leuconotus   American Hog-nosed Skunk   

  Mephitis mephitis    Striped Skunk      

  Spilogale gracilis    Western Spotted Skunk     

  Spilogale putorius    Eastern Spotted Skunk     

Family:  Mustelidae – Weasels, Otters, and Badgers       

  Lontra canadensis    Northern River Otter    

  Mustela frenata    Long-tailed Weasel    

  EMustela nigripes    Black-footed Ferret    

  Mustela nivalis    Least Weasel     
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  Vison vison    American Mink      

  Taxidea taxus    American Badger    

Family:  Procyonidae – Raccoons, Ringtails, and Coatis      

  Bassariscus astutus    Ringtail     

  Procyon lotor    Northern Raccoon    

Family:  Ursidae – Bears          

  Ursus americanus    American Black Bear     

  EUrsus arctos    Grizzly (Brown) Bear     

Order ARTIODACTYLA – Even-toed Ungulates       

Family:  Antilocapridae – Pronghorn        

  Antilocapra americana   Pronghorn     

Family:  Bovidae – Cattle, Antelope, Sheep, Goats, and African Exotics      

  Bison bison     American Bison      

  Ovis canadensis      Bighorn Sheep     

Family:  Cervidae – Deer          

  Odocoileus hemionus   Mule Deer     

  Odocoileus virginianus   White-tailed Deer    

  Cervus canadensis    Elk    

Family:  Suidae – Pigs         

  ISus scrofa     Feral Pig   

Family:  Tayassuidae – Peccaries         

  Pecari tajacu    Collared Peccary    

Order RODENTIA – Rodents        

Family:  Castoridae – Beavers        

  Castor canadensis    American Beaver    

Family:  Cricetidae – New World Mice, Rats, and Voles      

  Baiomys taylori     Northern Pygmy Mouse     

  Microtus ochrogaster    Prairie Vole     

  Microtus pinetorum    Woodland Vole      

	 	 Neotoma	floridana			 	 	 Eastern Woodrat      

  Neotoma leucodon    White-toothed Woodrat     

  Neotoma mexicana     Mexican Woodrat    

  Neotoma micropus     Southern Plains Woodrat     

  Ochrotomys nuttalli    Golden Mouse      

  Ondatra zibethicus     Common Muskrat    

  Onychomys leucogaster    Northern Grasshopper Mouse    

  Oryzomys texensis    Texas Marsh Rice Rat     

  Peromyscus attwateri    Texas Deermouse    
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  Peromyscus boylii     Brush Deermouse    

  Peromyscus gossypinus    Cotton Deermouse    

  Peromyscus laceianus   Lacey’s White-ankled Deermouse    

  Peromyscus leucopus    White-footed Deermouse     

  Peromyscus maniculatus    North American Deermouse   

  Peromyscus nasutus   Northern Rock Deermouse   

  Peromyscus truei     Piñon Deermouse

  Reithrodontomys fulvescens    Fulvous Harvest Mouse   

  Reithrodontomys humulis    Eastern Harvest Mouse     

  Reithrodontomys megalotis    Western Harvest Mouse     

  Reithrodontomys montanus    Plains Harvest Mouse     

  Sigmodon hispidus     Hispid Cotton Rat    

Family:  Dipodidae – Jumping Mice       

  Zapus hudsonius    Meadow Jumping Mouse     

Family:  Echimyidae – Coypus         

  IMyocastor coypus    Nutria    

Family:  Erethizontidae – New World Porcupines       

  Erethizon dorsatum    North American Porcupine   

Family:  Geomyidae – Pocket Gophers        

  Cratogeomys castanops   Yellow-faced Pocket Gopher    

  Geomys breviceps    Baird’s Pocket Gopher    

  Geomys bursarius    Plains Pocket Gopher     

  Geomys jugossicularis   Hall’s Pocket Gopher  

Family:  Heteromyidae – Pocket Mice and Kangaroo Rats      

  Chaetodipus hispidus   Hispid Pocket Mouse     

  Dipodomys elator    Texas Kangaroo Rat    

  Dipodomys ordii     Ord’s Kangaroo Rat    

	 	 Perognathus	flavescens	 	 	 Plains Pocket Mouse    

	 	 Perognathus	flavus	 	 	 	 Silky Pocket Mouse    

  Perognathus merriami   Merriam’s Pocket Mouse     

Family:  Muridae – Old World Mice and Rats       

  IMus musculus    House Mouse      

       IRattus norvegicus    Norway (Brown) Rat    

  IRattus rattus    Black Rat     

Family:  Sciuridae – Squirrels        

  Cynomys ludovicianus    Black-tailed Prairie Dog     

  Glaucomys volans     Southern Flying Squirrel     

  Ictidomys tridecemlineatus     Thirteen-lined Ground Squirrel    
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  Marmota monax     Woodchuck     

  Otospermophilus variegatus    Rock Squirrel       

  Sciurus carolinensis    Eastern Gray Squirrel     

  Sciurus niger     Eastern Fox Squirrel    

  Tamias quadrivittatus    Colorado Chipmunk    

  Tamias striatus     Eastern Chipmunk    

  Xerospermophilus spilosoma    Spotted Ground Squirrel     
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