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PRO' IBM ••08 0-. TIIII CWl·AJIOIU.

tile bed .. U. rate of ODe tab1eIPooD IuD for a Iumdnd -aan JU'dL WI&b
IIIdI of Iood CJua1lt1 a half 0UDCe .. IUfflcteDt far a bed of about~ IIIQU'e
,.,. aDd wU1 J1e1d about 40,000 plaDt.I for tnmp'UJUnI.

After the ... bave bleD IOWD the beds IDaJ then be Vamped wIUl the
,. 10 U to live a f1nDDell to tbe IDI1 aD top aDd at the -.me time p-..
b I8ed beneath the aurtace. Some to-.cco powen brush tile bed UPtIJ
'wWs • JeafJ braDcb to cover the seecIL A tnmch abould be dua arouDd
__ bed 10 U to prevent the water from OowlDl over it dlU'lDl a heaVJ raID.
BoardI 01 lop are put aroUDd the bed and over th_ II ItretcbecI a tobacco
CUlYU ooverlnl. The coveriDI eery. the double purpoee of buteD1DI the
piaDt pvwth by bo1dlDa in tbe beat, aDd of·· protecUng the planta from
JDIect euemJeI. It uual17 requ1rel from two to two and one-halt montba from
*be ttme of IOWiDI for the planta to be larIe eDOUIh to bear traDsplantIua
~ the field. The eeedI may be 101m. U lOOn after the f1l'IIt of the year U the
II'OUDd becomes dry. The best ume for traDIpJantfDI ia from the m1dd1e of
April to the middle of May. :

The preparatloD of the 1aDc:I for the II'ow1nI of tobacco Deed DOt cUffer
from the preparation of the land for the II'ow1nI of cabbale. The Janel must
be, tJnt of au. Ubera1l7 auppJ1ed With ferW1zer. In the aPJ)11Qt1oD of eom­
merc1a1 fert1l1Jere. on1J thole ahou1d be aelected that have a 1arp content
of ~01'UI, for tobaoco draWl more heavily upon thIa element of fertll1tJ
than upon &D1 other. '!'be absence of pbospbate reduces the crop upon all
101JL Common 'Wood ash will IUPP11 the potash in the compouDdiDa of
domestic tert1UUrI.

Nltrolen fertWzera wU1 be found of sreat advantaee to the tobacco plant.
UD11ke the lerwnJ.noUi planta, tobacco II not able to extract nltropn froID
tbe atmosphere. yet nitrolen ta DeCeII&I')' for Ita healthy 1I'Owth. All com­
merclal ferUUzera aDd nitrogen salta are appUed in the hU1 or furrow Just
before the tobacco 11 tranIplanted.

The care of the crop 11 much the -.me as that liven to corn. Grua and
weecSI must be carefUlly eradicated. Notb1Dg lDJurea the quallty of tobacco
moretban the presence of other plants duriDllate 8t8Cea of ita powtb. Three
or four plowlDp and one worklDa with the boe are UIU&117 8UUJcleDt.

When the plant beI1na to show the seed bud it should be topped, leavlDl
about ten or twelve leavea to the plant. TbJa number may be reduced ..
&he I8UOD advances. '!be lower leaves should be "pr1med off" to the heiaht
Of lIZ 1Dobea. After the plants have been topped the critical period in the
IfOWth &Del culture beI1nL When the seed bud hal been removed the plant
maba a vJaoroua effort to reproduce Dowen aDd seed. and "81'7 bUd at
&be UUa of the leavee 8tarta to produce a aubatdary plant, each one of
whlch, if leU unc:Uat.urbecl, wU1 blouolD and mature aeecl. The subIldarJ plants
are ca11ed auctera. They must be removed everr week; otbenrl8e the Jeav.
of tbe plant w1l1 be dwarfed and robbed of all 8UbItaDce and rood qualities.

In mallt cues, 1\ requires from Ilx to teD web after the tobacco bu
been topped for 1\ to mature ready for barveIUDa. '1'be tIlDe depends~
UDOD &be cbaraeter of &he eon. Upon new 1aDdI tbe plant wm ripen mucla
quIcbr. t7pon southern ezpoeuree, eYeD tbouah the laDd be old. the period
or mMurllJ II IhorteDed.~ UIUA1l1 beIID8 about the m1ddJe of
AupG. Tbe maturtlJ of a plant Is md1catecl by the cIrvoIJIDI of tile lea....
b7 their CI'tI&m-. bT J8DOWjab spots, bT &be oO;v puuJated appearaace of
tbe • .,. aDd bJ the IUIDIDJ 8UbItaDce wbleb by ..... '!'be lDUlmum
ftIIb* II nMbecl n. \be pIaQt Is tun, matured. If tbe haneI& II deferred
too 10Dc browD .. wm beIID to· appear OIl U. leaftL AboIU ....baJf
&be plante m a fteld wm I'tpeD at tile ... time If a Iood I&aDd II IIGUNCl
at the Itut.

.~ \be barftI\ b rtJ)IDId Mlb are au bJ .''UDI frca u. top
to tile JuDot;Icm of &be Ioftr .... Tbe ..... aN ........ IIe10W till



lowest leaf. 'l'he plant III t.beD Inverted aDd left unU! It sa wUted. but care
must be taken that It does not remain In the IUD Iona enoUlh to be dried
or burned. When this OCCUI'I the~ of the tobacco III 1N&t1J InJured.

Prom five to etaht plants. after beJDI wilted. are UIUa11y put upon •
toa.cco stick. When carrted to the CUI'1DI bam, tbe. 1t1cb, with their
tobacco plants, are arranaed upon tier poles and put about elIht Inchel
apart. When the bam has been fWed the tobacco Is allowed to remain haDIiDI
for three or four days without any other attention. Tbe CUI'lDI~ from
this pOInt wl11 dUfer for each type of tobacco. The dark-f1red. is cured WIUl
mnob, the burley with air. and the nue-curecl by the heat from nu-.

When the plant Is fUlly cured the tobacco is bulked down. It Is then
aasorted. stripped and prepared for market. Par the mOlt part tobacco mult
be marketed with1D a umtted season foUowlDl Its production. U tobacco
Sa held for any length of time after cur1DI. without redrylnJ. it wl11 deteriorate.
Many types are redr1ed lmmed1ately after they pus froID the II'Owen' bandI.

An auction warehouse 8YItem of martetlDl hal become eatablJlhed lD
mOlt regions. The warehouse provides the market place with aU facU1tle1
and aerv1ces that are neceuary In tranlfen1Dl ownerahlp from 11'0'"
to purchaser. Market facllltles have been developed for thJI purpose whJcb
mate rapid baDdUng and quick payment to the II'OW8l'I poaalble. 8a1eI are
made with great rapkllty. usuaUy about 300 lots per hour. althOUlh 1&181 of
350 to 400 per hour are not uncommon. SOme country buY1Dlls aJIo practtced.
The larger compan1el, seet1nI the choicest tobacco, wlU IeDd their buy...
to the barDs to purchue the crop.

Much of the tobacco IOld on the auction noon, and all that is I01cI
through the tobacco aasoclationa. 11 graded by Pederal lI'&dera before it is
offered for aale. An official lP'&de card Is placed on each basket I1v1D1 boUl
grower and buyer the oplnlon of a c:l1I1Dterested party .. to quallty.

Dark fire-cured tobacco 1a one of the principal export tobaccol, about
80% of the product1on belng UD8Ultecl for local manufaeturlDl. That whloh
Is kept 1a uaed for making muff and plug wrapper. 'l11e chlef reaton of pro­
duct10n Is central Tennessee and western Kentucky. The leaf 1a heavy and
dark. It gets Its name from the way It Is cured.

VfJfy l1tt1e burley 18 exported. Becauae of Ita power of abiorblDl It iI
one of the beat of chewlng tobaccol. AIJ the leaf Is 11ght, bums weD aDd hu
a good flavor, It 1a used aJao 1n the maldng of c1p.rettel. The cbJef p1aoe
or product1on 18 the l1meetoDe 1'eISOn of KentucQ-.

A larger quantity of bright nue-eured tobacco Is UIed than alii otber
kind. It is the most Important type of IJDOttna tobacco. BecaUII of ttl
popu1al1ty about fifty per cent of It is exported, BDllaDd bU1lDllarle amounta.
VlrI1n1a and North Caroltna, eIJ*iaI1y m the PIedmont, are the .. t.bM
lead In ttl procIuctton.

The IUCCeIIful tobacco farmer foDon .. Itr1ct crop rotation. That·wbk1h
Ie followed by .. majority of the farmen 18 tobacco, corn aDd .. ba, crop,
~ clover, or le8pedaa, or botb. In the dark-ftred aDd bur1eJ dt*Ict
wheat len... the fourth crop of thJa rotaUon, but In the f1ue-CUI'ed ana
peanut. otten replac:e wbeat. Bach crop occupIa the 1aDd .. ,ear. '1'bJI sa
a Ioocl crop rotation tiheoretIcaD7 &Dd~. TIle DltfopD Itarecl III
the 8OJ1 bJ tile clover beJp8, to a~ esteIlt, to JDeet the demandl of ,toNcco
tar thII element. In~ wbent 8CleDtttIc rotaUoD hu beIIl foDowect OM'
a period of 7IUlI tile Jte1d baa mcrea..t 100 to _ pouDda per acre.

Tob.cCo 11 the~ cub a'OP produced by fanDerI of tile t7DIted
.... It baa been 110 :rean IIDce the tint IbIpJoad wu 8IDt tI'OID VIJIbd&,
but to IDAQ I1Il'a1 anu, todaf. t.obMao ta JaR .. IIDportaDt .. tile cbtef
... 01 maame .. It .... In 111..
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