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PROCEEDINGS OF THE OXLAHOMA
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from the preparation of the land for the growing of cabbage. The land must
be, first of all, liberally supplied with fertilizer. In the application of com-

in the compounding of

of phosphorus, for tobacco draws more heavily upon this element of fertility
than upon any other. The absence of phosphate reduces the crop upon all
soils. Common wood ash will supply the po

domestic fertilizers.

mercial fertilizers, only those should be selected that have a large content

Nitrogen fertilizers will be found of
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lowest leaf. The plant is then inverted and left until tt is wilted, but care
must be taken that it does not remain in the sun long enough be dried
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or burned. When this occurs the quality of the tobacco
Prom five to eight plants, after being wilted, are
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tobacco stick. When carried to the curing barn, these sticks, with their
tobacco plants, are arranged upon tier poles and put about eight inches
apart. When the barn has been filled the tobacco is allowed to remain hanging

Many types are redried immediately after they pass from the growers’ hands.

An auction warehouse system of marketing has become established in
most regions. The warehouse provides the market place with all facilities
and services that are necessary in transferring ownership from grower
to purchaser. Market facilities have been developed for this purpose which
make rapid handling and quick payment to the growers possible. Sales are
made with great rapidity, usually about 300 lots per hour, although sales of
350 to 400 per hour are not uncommon. Some country buying is also practiced.
The larger companies, seeking the choicest tobacco, will send thelr buyers
to the barns to purchase the crop.

Much of the tobacco sold on the auction floors, and all that is sold
through the tobacco associations, is graded by Federal graders before it is
offered for sale. An official grade card is placed on each basket giving both
grower and buyer the opinion of a disinterested party as to quality.

Dark fire-cured tobacco is one of the principal export tobaccos, about
80% of the production being unsuited for local manufacturing. That which
is kept is used for making snuff and plug wrapper. The chief region of pro-
duction is central Tennessee and western Kentucky. The leaf is heavy
dark. It gets its name from the way it is cured.

Very little burley is exported. Because of its power of absorbing it is
one of the best of chewing tobaccos. As the leaf is light, burns well and has
a good flavor, it is used also in the making of cigarettes. The chief place
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of production is the limestone region of Kentucky.

A larger quantity of bright flue-cured tobacco is used than
Hn&lththomtimmrhnttmotmonnmm.munofﬁl
popularity about fifty per cent of it is exported, Eng buying large amounts.
Virginia and North Carolins, especially in the Pledmont, are the states that
lead in its production.

the sofl by the clover helps, to a great extent, to meet the demands of tobacco
for this element. In areas where scientific rotation has been followed over
& period of years the yleld has increased 100 to 300 pounds per acre.
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