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Th1I report preaentl lOme pnillJDlDarJ, aDd, m a 1IDIe, UDI'IftDed data
which contribute to the reIe&I'Ch PfOII'UD UDderwa, at the UDlvel'llt)' of
OJdaboma under the d1rectlon of the 8IDSor author. The preeent data atteIPpt
to live· provillODal anawerB to four aper1meDta1 qwlItloDI:

1. In a Ier1al multiple-choice leam1DI IltuatloD,· what wW be tile ten
dency tor 8UbJecta to repeat verbal- J'eIPODR8 when there U DO JDe
formatloD of the correctDeaa Or lDcorNctDell of their~, TbJI
condition WUl provide data of an emplrlcal ccmtrol from Wb10h tile
eftecta of three pattema of lDceDttv. can be caJcuJatecL

2. What sa the effect of aD 1Iolated verbI1 pem1abmen& upon NIpaDII
repeUUOD?

3. What J8 the effect 01 lUCCelllYe Ieri&l Y8I'tI&l rewardI upon nIPGDII
repetltlon?

.. What sa the -eftect of~ a nnruded ... bJ ID ..
baYiDI DO lDfarmaUoD liven to tbe lab.'. fIIPODI8?

Pour esperbneDtI have beeD performed to ..... the abcmt quMttaaa
In each ezperImeDt b1llD&D IIIbjec&l .....~.• JoDa JJIt of t.bree-Jt&W
...... one at a Ume, With IDItorUct.IoDa to rIIPGDd to each word wUh ....
number bePreeIl ODe and teD. After each of &be 1Ubject'.~ tile ••
perjmeDter woaJd ~ "rtP&", ......., '«~ at aU. The IUbjecta
were told to .... IIIU1 J1Iht ..pc..- AI P*IbJe dul1DI ... PAN.......
of tile ua.

WI&bout &be IUbJect'a 1aJoW1edP, _ ClI'der of tile~.II1II-
.... ftDcL It .... iIlUII~ to IIaIate • paUem--of lDceUfe ''llPO'"
~ UIe mIddJe ~ UIe 111*,~ to I&aQ t.be .,.am.tiIe ftdat.Io,D. of ibNe
~ tram ........ to~ ODJ;J tile datA of tbII 0IIdIal ....
at .._dilt. MII1- are~
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Table I preleDts the overall de8IID of the four aperbnentl. IDdlcatiDI
boW the oondltloDa differed from one IfOUP to the nat and preaentma the
8JDlbOII to be UI8d later in dNllI'attDi the condlttona.

AU data ana11I88 are 1D terma of the perceDtapa that the IUbJecta re
peated the1r reapoD.IM u a tunct10D of tbe central 1Dcentlve aer1ea of expert
menter'a I"8IPODI88 (or DOn-reepoDlel). A repetition 11 def1Decl &I exactly the
l8D1e nepollle on two IUcceulve tr1alIe With u trials. the maximum number
of repetitloDi of one IUbJect to one Item 11 nve. With ten poatble reepoD8eI
for NCb Item. the chance expectancy of repetition II ten per cent.

TABLBD

percetltlJl• .RepeUtfcm of BapotIN CII A htlCt«cm of the Cntral
laocmttN 8.....

Oonn1ow N 1RCD'l'lft 8DID
1 I 3 " I 6 7 Torws

~ ,. ~~ 110 ,. til 110 1~ 111 118 '88
~ 11.2 18.2 U" 11.2 34.1 II.' 30.2 II"

NWN SO Tot. 41 32 48 eo &I 38 eo SUI
~ •.0 11.3 33.0 33.3 38.' 16.0 33.3 •.1

RRR 1. Tot. 111 187 183 .. 116 178 180 1311
~ 31.3 1'1.8 30.1 34.7 38.0 • .8 31.7 31.3

RNR eo Tot. 118 18 111 88 181M 81 743
~ II.' •., 38.3 33.0 41.' 34., 31.' 31.4

The repetition data are preeen~ In Table D. Purther ana11I88 were made
of the data sa a tuncUon of practice, anet the results w111 be lnclucled in the
00DClua10nI. alt.houah to coDl81'Ye space tile tabular ana11I88 are omitted.
Itxpertmenta 1-4 answer the queaUona uted at the beI1DnlDI of the paper•

•~ I. The amount of repeUUOn In tbe abeence of lDtormatlOll
wI\b reepect to correctDeu (the NNN condWon) 11 deflnltely sreater tbaD
ebaDoe ezpeotaDoJ. Purt.hermore, &btl effect sa an lncnu1DI tunctton of
pnctlOl.

--,IIL_ 2. '!'be 1DftueDCe 01 an tIo1ated verbal puntabment tI to tn
.... npeUUOIl Dot~ abcmt cbanoe apectaDCJ. but &berN empirical a
peotaDq sa welL nJa pbeDOlDeDOD II alIo an lncnu1DI tuDcUon of pracUce.

........., 3. The effect of ...sal mardi OIl repeUUon appeua flO be
0JdIa. Jl'ar17 tD pncUoe (&rial J) &he eIf_ of ...... rewards tI appumt!7 CID8
ollDterterenoe (I. e.. total repeUtlOD at Uda Ume II beknr emprtcal expedanq).
With addlUoDal practlce. the overall etfectl deftDlteJJ IDcnue the proI-.bIJltJ
elf npeUUoIl Ofti' empIItcal ezpeotaDoJ•

..........,.. IDterrUpUDa a ren.rcIecl .... wltIl a "Do ftIIPODI8" ...
cIItIDtte1J blare._ tile cmnn repeUUaIl to the --. but tbe aeuao of tile
....luptIlw 1tee1f II dIIf..-ual .. a fmIaUGD of pneIiIce.~ aDd late III



pnctIce Ii .. Ute a nward. III intermediate pnctIce .... It .. ute •
p'lntlbmeDt

In CODCluatoD. It mq be atd \hM tbe pre1ImIDarJ I'IIUlta nportecl here
have abowD deOD1te proad.se of reveaUDc dUa treDdI aDd Ullll CODftnDIDI
the PD8l'&1 metbod for further IDftIUpttcma. PlIrtber detailed or ltaUlUoaI
anaJnes of the preeent data have DOt bee aUemJ*ld, due to 1lJIh' lDaOCUraCIIa
of procedure wbleb would YlU&te lODle of tbe data oambIDaUoDa that bate
been made.
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