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In the October 1948 issue of the Jowursal of Abnormal and Social Psychology
we find an article on “The Rorschach in Psychological Science”. In this article
we read that it is the unequivocal opinjon of Dr. Louis Leon Thurstone — &



the demand — both public and professional — has become so great
practicing clinical psychologist must now number the Rorschach among
other tricks, to use Dr. Thurstone’s phrase.

If, as one suspects, Dr. Thurstone means by peychological sclence only
those lsboratory situstions in which research 1s being done under tight
control then that is another matter and brings us directly to the rationale
and structure for this talk. Since it is no longer possible for the clinician to
remain forever neutral about this technique or method, as it is called, it seems
likely that many clinicians will be casting about for some information on
go&mmammm~mamm.uum.umm

paper.

There are, at the present time, three significantly different systems of
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history.
has been published in several journals under the title “Out of the Ink Well.”
Hermann Rorschach was a young Swiss psychiatrist who began working with
the ink blots soon after he got out of medical school in 1910, He worked for
about ten years — making literally thousands of experimental starts and
selections before he %umnptha now accepted ten plates on which
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absurd. In this case, however, the conclusions are supported by many

The Roraschach Method was introduced into the United States by Dr.
Devid Levy in 192¢. Dr. Beck was a follower of Dr. uvyandhn.turthor

There is much much more of great interest
the phenomenal growth and popularity which the Rorschach Method has
enjoyed in the last ten years and about how the more conservative element,
the serious Rorschach worker, is beooming genuinely conocerned lest such
rapid growth be unhealthy. While it is very easy for the tyro to speak most

agreeing
be-
Beck
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learnedly in the jargon which Thurstone alluded to, I find myuelt

with Dr. Beck’s comment when he was asked one time to caution the
ginners in his seminar group against injudicious use of the test. Dr.
a&ld.lnetlect,“lusedtoglvelttomytrlendsbuthu!tbecs 1 liked my

who bluffs and forces his interpretations of personality in error, the super-
visor or therapist who uses the results doesn't need to know the Method in
order to see that there is some fourflushing going on. Usually two such mis-
taken interpretations are sufficient.”

a treatment of the Method in English, ltwuﬂopferwhobyhheﬂorh
really made the country Roraschach conscious. This did, according to
Krugman, by lecture, by study groups, by seminar, and ﬁnnuylneomm
with Oberholzer and Binder, founding the Rorschach Research Exchange
in 1836. Dr. Hertz, a comparative late comer to the field, established herself
by the extensive studies which she did under a Brush Foundation grant in
Cleveland, Ohio. Atthatﬂmeahemdulm:pﬂnclp.uywlthmwobm
otdetennimm shifts in personality structure between pre-pubescence and
mpubeseeneebymeotmemmwmtdmmaunnu

studies grew the now justly popular Hertz Frequency Tables — a statistically
treated tabulation of several thousand responses to the Rorschach piates.
Each of these persons, Beck,ne:-taandmopfermtobon&hcwo-
ducuvemmmocmbmhedmchamcluonmaomhwh. the
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m«mmwmmummum and.(z) the
indications for particular kinds of psychotherapy and prognosis, Or

differently stated, Beck wishes, by means of the Rorschach, to answer
um.“mtmwmblyexpecttobemtodo!orthhmmbd&
pason?"aeckknotmaen&tlvetoorummoftheummeudqum
concerning interpretation. For example, both Hertz and Klopfer have taken
stands on the psychological significance of some of the shading responses
elicited by the black and white cards — specifically those responses which
seem to have texture or a tactile sensation included. Beck, on the other hand,
:um;ampkudmwonothhuneerwmymdamuouwomeotmmh

that aresa.

ferences between them as regards the broader mesnlnu mtemtmt.bm
of the psychological factors brought out in the test. There are several dif-
ferences, however, in their procedural methods, reﬂnemenfa in techniques
of administration and ascoring, and other similar differences which tend,
I feel, to reflect the individual differences of their unique personalities; and
further to reflect the situational and functional differences alluded to above
more than they tend to reflect any basic departures from the conceptualiza-
tions and basic assumptions of the author, Hermann Rorschach. It has
been shown, for example, that the same protocol can be scored blind—that

differences which do appear are attributable to f.ha differences in language
and mode of expression which is used by each of us when we attempt to
“say the same thing.”

In summary, I have attempted to present my understanding of the es-
sential differences, if any, which seem to obtain between the

In the final analysis, all three approaches yleld the same net result. How-

As I view the situation it seems to me that the principal features might
be summarized as follows:

I. From the point of view of the classroom situation Klopfer seems to
er the most since the presentation more nesrly follows oonventional
course structure and involves a minimum of memory work.

II. From the point of view of the psychologist who is go to do re-
search with the test it seems to me that Hertz with her quan and
statistical treatment of the various scoring categories offers much.
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