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A DECADE OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE IN OKLAHOMA,
: 1987-1947

J. J. RHYNE
University of Oklahomsa, Norman

In view of the fact that slightly over ten years have elapsed since the
passage of the Federal and state social security acts, some indication of
trends and general influence of the program on the population may
gained by a study of the program in one state. For this purpose, the three
public assistance programs, namely, Old Age Assistance, Ald to Depend
Children and Ald to the Blind, have been selected in preference to the other
features of the Social Security Act because in Oklahomga the assistance pro-
grams have commanded major attention.

In the ten year period from 1938 to 1947, inclusive, the number of old

of the yearly trends for the decade showed a rapid increase from 1938 to
1842, little change during the war period from 1042 through 1848, and a very
rapid increase since the close of the war.

An analysis of the amounts expended for the payment of old age assist-
ance grants showed an even more rapid increase than the number who
received the assistance grants. For the fiscal year ending June 30, 1938 a total
of $12,094,178 was expended for old age assistance in Oklahoma. On the
other hand, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1947, a total of $44,620,983
was spent for the same purpose. This is an increase of 370 per cent in the
decade. The much greater percentage increass in the cost of the program
than in the number of recipients has been due to the increases in the in-
dividual assistance payments during the period under consideration.

A study of the average monthly payments for old age assistance for
the decade reflected rather closely the trends with respect to total payments.
The mean monthly assistance grant per person for June 1938 was $15.14.
PFor the same month ten years later the average payment was $43.38.

A study of old sge assistance rates by race showed that for both Negroes
and Indians the rate was somewhat higher than for whites.

g

state over 64 years of age. However, Indians composed 3.6 per
recipients, while in 1840 the Indian population comprised only 0.9 per cent
of the total population of the state.

Relatively little difference was found in the distribution of old age assis-

tance on the basis of sex. The conclusion may, therefore, be drawn that
p“e'gdencyinomxloma falls with approximately equal force on each of
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