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The principal factors controlling land use on the Southern Great Plains
are rainiall, evaporation, surface contours, soll fertility, and the prospective
market value of the anticipated crops. The most variable of these factors,
and the one over which man has no control, is rainfall,

The Southern Great Plains region is centered near the southwest corner
of Kansas. It includes more than 100,000 square miles extending into Western
g:llahoma. Northwestern Texas, Eastern New Mexico, and BSou

orado. .

Many crops in their turn have supplanted native grasses on these plains.
Corn, cotton, grain sorghums, oats, barley, and wheat all have been grown
with varying degrees of success. Wheat has successfully routed other competi-
tors and emerged as the predominant agricultural crop.

Variability of rainfall distribution is characteristic here. Two successive
years seldom receive a similar distribution or amount. Soil characteristics and
the rate of evaporation are of such a nature that about twenty inches of rain-
fall are required annually for successful agriculture. Between 1938 and 1041,
the yearly 20 inch isohyet migrated completely across the Southern Great
Plains, placing the entire region within a zone of marginal agriculture.

Submarginal crops or complete failures are frequently compensated by &
bumper yield of wheat the succeeding year. Within this subhumid region, sofl
nitrogen becomes available for growing plants in restricted quantities. In
contrast to more humid areas, this plant food is not leached away, but ac-
cumulates in the soil for future use.

A favorable profit in comparison to other farm commodities stimulated a
steady increase In wheat acreage after World War I, until s high of 304 mil-
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adaptable to the variable climate and
. Its yleld per acre fluctuates some-

which succeeded in reducing the area seeded to wheat through the
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th rainfall, but dry periods do not tend to reduce the acreage seeded for
mtonowmm.
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QGovernmental control has been the only effective means of reducing wheat
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acreage ony the Southern Great Plains. Wheat farming will likely continue
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iast year.

Southern Great Plains immediately skyrocketed, reaching 335 million acres
mxm Preliminary reports for 1948 indicate a five per cent increase over
to be & major agricultural occupation in spite of occasional droughts, dust

storms, and crop failures.

at this time because of the demands of World War II. Wheat acreage of the
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