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The principal facton controlllDl land UH on the Southern Great P1alDI
are ralmall. evaporation. surface contours. lOll fertWt" and the proepecttv.
market value of the anticipated ClOpe. The !DOlt variable of th818 facton,
and the one over which man baa DO control, 11 ralnfall.

The Southern Great Pla1na reston 11 centered Dear the eouthwen corner
of Kansas. It includes more than 100.000 aqU&re mn. esteDd1nI into Western
Oklahoma, Northwestern Taaa. Butem New MexIco, and SouthM.IterD
COlorado.

Man, CI"Opein their turn have supplanted native II'UIeI on tbeee p1aIDa.
Corn. cotton. grain sorghums. oats. barle" and wheat all bave been II'OWD
with varying degrees of succea. Wheat baa succeufull, routed other compet£-
tors and emerged as the predom1DaDt aptcultural crop. .

VarlabWt, of ralnfall dlItrlbution 11 character1It1c here. Two IUCCeaIIY.
)'earl seldom receive a I1m1lar dlItrtbutton or &mount. SoU cbaracter1It1cI and
the rate of evaporation are of IUCb a nature that about twent, 1ncheI of raiD­
fall are required annuall, for suceellful acrtculture. Between IBM and 1M1,
tbe yearlJ 20 inch 1IobYet mterated comp1ete1J acrou the SoutberD Great
Pla1na, p1ac1Da the entire region wttb1D a lODe of JD&I'IiD&1 ap1cu1ture.

SUbmargtnal crops or complete f&11urea are frequentl, COIDpeDI&ted _ a
bumper )'1e1d of wheat the 8ucceed'n. ,ear. Wltb1D tbJa IUbhumkt f8IIOD, lOB
D1tro1en becomes ava11able for rrowtnr plants In reItI1eted quauUtte.. In
conUut to more humid areu, tb1I plant food .. DOt 1e8d1ed away, but ac­
cumulates in the aol1 for future use.

Because of the 1rre8UJarlty and UDC8I't&IntJ of ratDtaU, wbeat ...... to
be U1e most adaptable plant after tile native rra- have beIIl cle*oJed. Ita
rrowtnr Ie880D ateDda from late autumD to eu., 1UIDIDer. It --pel tile
1nteD8e beat of IUIIUD8I' and 111M the aceumu1&ted lOll moJ8tUre before .....
poratklD IJecoIr* GCllllve. DI7 weuber cturIDc JUDe aDd JUIJ, wbSah DI&1
be d1Iu&roua to ot.ber crops, .. Jdeal for r1peDJDI aDd barfelttDc wIJMt,

A tavcnbJe proftt In compu1IaD to other tum~ IUGlUJated a
~ IDcreUe In wbea1 ...... after World War I, UDt8 a btIb Of lOA mo-



•
............... til ~. '!be IIIcnrIDI .. aDd crop~ of tile
.....,~ did Id cbaDIe tbII tnDcI, u tile tanDen trted deIperUeJr ..
JIll' to IDCbGI" u.e 1011· WlGl .... ClOP of wbeat.

,Tbe I'IdInl OoNmIDIDt lDauprated \be Wheat Acreap A11otmeIl\ PlaD
III Ja7, wIdcb aucceed*I In redUcID8 tbe u. teeded to wbeat tbrouP tile
......DI ,.,. to • loW of It.l mI1IIoD acnI in 1M3. ReItI1cUoDI were lifted
-' tbtI ume becaUII of tile cJemandl of WOI'ld War U. Wheat ac:r-.e of the
8OIRba'D Gnat PI&IDI t'l"lMMUatel3' IQroebtecl. reacbIDI 33.1 IIIWJaD acNI
tD lNr. JIreItmlnV1 reparta for UHI IDdIcate .. fly. per emt 1Dcreue Oftr
... :rear.

Wbeat bu prcmD to be peca1Iar1r adaptable to the ftI'Iab1e cUmate aDd.-tIe &erI'IJD of tile SOUtberD Great PlaIDs. Ita Jield per acre fluctuateilOlDe­
....wttb n.tDtaU, but cb7 perIodI do Dot teDd to reduce tbe acreaae Ieedecl for
.. foUowlDl JeU'.

OoNmIDIDtai OODtrol bu bleD the ClG11 effectlft means of reducIDI Wheat
..... aD the Soutbml Great P1alD& Wheat farmlDa 'trill 11keI1 CODtsnue
to be • major acrJcultural occupaUOD In aptte of occutonal dl'ouIhta. dust
..... aDd crop faU1U'&
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