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and Louisiana Gulf coasts. However, there had been no intensive, concerted,
and systematic effort to explore the continental shelves of the United States

until the present campaign off the Louisiana Gulf coast started about four

years ago.
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water depths. Most of the drilling to date has been done off the Louisiana
coast where there are large areas of relatively shallow water. As drilling is
extended around the perimeter of the Gulf of Mexico, as it surely will be,
water depths, because of more steeply sloping ocean bottoms, will assume a
much greater importance than they have to date off the Louislana coast. ¥or
years wells have been drilled in the bayous, bays, and swamps of the Texas
and Louisiana coasts from drilling barges which are sunk in shallow water
while drilling is in progress and then floated and moved to a new location.
Because of wave action, undertow, currents, and water depths this conven-
tional drilling barge can not be used without hasard in the open waters of
the Gulf of Mexico. Almost without exception, wells drilled to date in un-
protected waters have been drilled from platforms or a combination of &
platform and floating barge. Platforms have been bullt on wooden or steel
piling sunk in the ocean bed. Their dimensions vary in size from 308’ by 110’
to 38’ by 70’. Some of the larger platforms have two decks.

The Block 32 No. 1 well is producing from formations which appear to
be of late or post-Miocene age. The total effective saturated sand thickness
is 180 feet. The sand is very soft and unconsolidated in character.
porosity averages about 30%. In places the permeability exceeds 20,000 mjlli
D’Arcys. Much difficulty was encountered in completing the well because of
the soft, unconsolidated nature of the sand. The well would sand-up im-
mediately when opened. It was found necessary to bring the well in on Jow
rates of flow during which, at times, the sand content was as high as 30%.
After the well had been flowed for a few days at low ra
appeared to stabilize partially and the rates of flow could be increased. When
the well was flowing at the rate of 40 barrels per hour, 40
were being produced with each barrel of oil.

It is believed that with improvement of present methods and equipment
it will soon be practicable to drill wells in water depths up to 150 feet in the
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unprotected waters of the Gulf of Mexico. That ares of the continental shelf
lying off the Louisiana and Texas coasts, covered by water to a depth of 150
feet, 1s approximately 30,500 aquare miles. Assuming the same density of
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