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Records of the Arkansas Darter, Etheostoma cragini Gilbert, in Harper
and Beaver Counties in Oklahoma.
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The Arkansas darter, Etheostoma cragini (Percidae), is endemic to the Arkansas River basin from
southwestern Missouri, northwestern Arkansas, and northeastern Oklahoma westward to southern Kansas and
eastern Colorado. Miller and Robinson (1) reported that the species was restricted to the Grand River system in
northeastern Oklahoma, and Cross (2) found this species to be common only in the tributaries of the Crooked
Creek drainage in Mead County, Kansas. In the Kansas location, the darter was common only in densely
vegetated, soft-bottom pools. Recently (summer, 1983) Cross (pers. comm.) collected the Arkansas darter from
the mainstream of the Cimarron River in Mead County, Kansas. He concluded that the species had been forced
into the mainstream of the river because a falling water table was drying up most of the springs.

On June 7, 1983, we collected two specimens (OSDH #1049) of this species from the Cimarron River in
western Oklahoma, 4 miles (6.4 km) south of Englewood, Kansas, in SE 1/4, Sec. 23, T29N, R26W, Harper
County, Oklahoma, 8 miles (12.8 km) downstream from the mouth of Crooked Creek. Two additional
specimens were collected at this site on July 19, 1983 and 37 more on June 6, 1984. By July 24, 1984, the river
was dry at this site.

The Cimarron river site in Oklahoma did not conform to the typical habitat described for this species and the
fish collected may represent overflow populations from more typical habitat. Crooked Creek, which originates
in Kansas northwest of Mead, Kansas, and flows southeastward to its confluence with the Cimarron River west
of Englewood, Kansas, and Horse Creek appeared to be possible sources for the individuals in the Cimarron
River (Table 1). During June, 1984, five specimens were taken from two sites in Crooked Creek drainage.
However, Crooked Creek and its major tributaries are intermittent plains streams with shifting sand/silt bottom,
and did not appear to provide typical habitat. A total of 153 specimens were obtained from a series of four very
small, densely vegetated, soft-bottom pools in Horse Creek. These pools were 3 × 3 × 0.3 ft, 15 × 20 × 1.7 ft, 8
× 2 × 0.5 ft, and 2 × 6 × 0.3 ft, with only subsurface flow between the pools, and contained dense stands of
Chara sp. and filamentous green algae. Thick growths of cattails and rushes surrounded each of the pools and
each had a thick layer (0.5 ft) of soft black organic sediments.

The habitat in Horse Creek appears to be favorable to this darter (Table 2), whereas the summer habitat in
both the Cimarron River and Crooked Creek (high dissolved solids, such as chlorides, low flow, high
temperature and low dissolved oxygen) appears to be suboptimal (Table 3). Horse Creek appears to support a
fairly stable population of darters and may be the source of darters found in the Cimarron River.

The fish species associated with these darters are typical of those in western Oklahoma streams (Table 4)
except that there are few predator fishes (green sunfish, Lepomis cyanellus, and black bullhead, lctalurus
melas).

The presence of this rare darter at four widely separated sites indicates that there are isolated populations of
the Arkansas darter in Beaver and Harper Counties in Oklahoma. The unusual habitats of Horse Creek and rare
status of the species would seem to warrant limitations on additional collecting in the Horse Creek drainage.
Heavy cattle usage observed at the Horse Creek location may necessitate special protection.
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