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By virtue of location, Oklahoma has a
rich fish fauna, with Ozarkian species in
the east and northeast and Ouachitan and
Gulf Coast forms in the southeast, in addi
tion to those df the Great Plains. The Great
Plains Region is interrupted in the south
and the southwest by the Arbuckle and
Wichita Mountains where relict populations
of some species, such as Phon"us erylhro
glISter, DionJa "ubila, NOlropis ruhellus,
Nocomis asper, and ElheoslotIUI ",;croperca,
represent the Ozarkian fauna. In number of
species Oklahoma, with 168 species, rivals
the Great Lakes Region, which has 172 (l).
In contrast, Kansas has about 130 species
(2). When more thorough studies are com
pleted and new species are described, the
number of native Oklahoma fishes may
equal that of the Great Lakes Region.

This paper concerns investigations per
taining to the fish fauna of Oklahoma,
exclusive of fish management, age and
growth, population dynamics, anatomy, and
life history. The purpose of the study was
to develop a chronological history of dis
covery of the species known to occur in
Oklahoma. Space does not permit listing
all species taken by the many collectors and
reported in the literature; instead individ
uals are credited with collecting or report
ing species that, at the time, were new to
our state list. The nomenclature used is
usually that in current use, without consider
ing synonymy. However, in Table 1, under
"Author or collector . . . ," the original
species names used by the various authors
or collectors are given. Some species were
described as new to science and under the
rubric "Where First Taken," the symbol
n indicates the type locality of the species,
although some type localities cannot be ac
curately designated.

1853 -1886

Investigations pertaining to the fish fauna
of Oklahoma began in 1852 when army per
sonnel under the leadership of Captain-
I ~badoa No. SOl from me 0epartmeDt of
-.-...ow, Oklahoma SWie UDiftfticy.

Randolph Barnes Marcy conducted an ex
ploration· of the Red River of Louisiana
territory for the purpose of finding a feasi
ble route for construction of a railroad to
the Pacific Coast.

The Marcy expedition actually began at
Fort Smith, Arkansas, where the Captain
applied for equipment and supplies. How
ever, he obtained only "ten fine horses"
and was told to go to Preston, Texas for
equipment and supplies. Marcy's map shows
Preston a short distance below the mouth of
the Washita River. Probably the site is now
inundated by Lake Texoma, but at the tip
of a narrow peninsula there is a place called
Preston Bend. Morris and McReynolds (3)
showed Preston south of the Red River and
south southwest of Fort Washita. Marcy ob
tained supplies and equipment at Preston
and dispatched his wagon train over the
route to the mouth of Cache Creek via
Fort Washita and Fort Arbuckle. The latter
fort is a short distance north of west from
the present town of Davis. Fort Washita is
located near Cumberland Gap on the
Washita arm of Lake Texoma. It is now
operated and maintained by the Oklahoma
Historical Society and is a National Park
Service Registered National Historic Land
mark.

In order to contact his command, Marcy
had to go to Fort Belknap, shown on present
maps as just south of Newcastle, Young
County, Texas. There he took oommand of
the personnel for the expedition, namely
Captain G. B. McClellan of the Engineers
Corps, Lieutenant S. Updegraff, Doctor G.
C. Shumard, surgeon, 55 men of Company
D, 5th Infantry, and several Delaware In
dian hunters, including John Bushman, the
interpreter. They left Fort Belknap on 2
May 1852, proceeded to the mouth of Cache
Creek (Cashe on Marcy's map) across the
valley of the Little Wichita, and reached the
high bluffs of the Big Wichita on 9 May.
The Red River was in flood stage and not
until 12 May did they effect the crossing in
a violent rainstorm. Their entry into Okl.
homa must have been southeastern Coctoo
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County. Map 16 of Morris and McReynolds
(3) leaves the false impression that the
Macey expedition started from Fort Ar
buckle. His wagon train did go from Pres
ton to Fort Arbuckle via Fort Washi~ but
Marcy was on a different route.

Macey's (4) narrative style report is like
a fascinating adventure stOry. While he
wrote in detail about the fauna and flora,
he made almost no reference to fishes. On
one occasion he mentioned a dear brook,
probably in present Harmon County, where
he imagined he would see "spotted trout,"
but saw only "sunfish and minnows" in
great abundance. Although he stated that all
specimens taken were preserved in alrohol,
he failed to describe the method of capture
or to give credit to the rollecton.

Up to 1900 the general pnctice of collec
tors was to fix and preserve specimens in
alcohoL David Starr Jordan (5) related that
when he and his helper, J. o. Snyder, went
to Japan in 1900, he boUght ten barrels of
alcohol in Tokyo, with instruccions for deliv·
ery in Nagasaki. When he called for the
alcohol, it was not available. The Japanese
Government, needing aU available transports
to carry troops and material to alina, where
the Dozer UprisinJ was in progress, could
not deliver the alcohoL However, a supply of
formaldehyde was available. At firsc Jordan
was unhappy about the mauer, bat IOOD
learned that formaldehyde was superior to
alcohol for his purpose.

On 22 May Marcy reached a creek where
otter were common; they named it Otter
Creek and gave its location as longitude
100° 0' 45" (actually nearer 99°) and
latitude 34° 34' 6". At this location Captain
McClellan, who was in charge of meteor
ological observations, upset the "mountain
barometer," and thereafter had to depend on
an aneroid barometer.

Near the mouth of Otter Creek someone
somehow captured a few fishes that later
reached the Smithsonian Institution where
they were studied by Spencer F. Baird and
Charles Girard who published their descrip
tions (6). lAumcllS IUl,.nuis (=NOkOP;S
luIre.sis ), lAtIciSCIlS fligi/4x (=Pi""!'btlles
fligi/4x), and Pomotis INwkeps (=up01llis
megJoI;S INeffieeps) were new to science.
POIIIOlis lotIgtUlIS ( = up"",;s c,tllUlhu )
was a first record for Oklahoma. One to
several specimens of each species were taken.
It would seem that even an improviJed
seine would have yielded more specimens,
but the capture of fishes was only incidental
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to the purpose of the expedition. The figure
(Pl. XIV, Fig. ) of u.m"" fligilct fails
to show the caudal spot and roncenuation of
melanophores on the anterior dorsal rays
so characteristic of PiflUl'htlks fligila.
Possibly the authors (6) or their artist over
looked these features.

Saua1 differeoces apparendy were DOt .~
predated at the time; Nolro,u IMwnsis ...
described under two. different names. Later
Girard (7) continued to be misled and ...
ligned other names, even in cliffereat pnera,
to the same species taken from different l0
calities. JordU, EveJ'IDaDD, and Clark (8)
recopized two .enera, C,"';-IU and MOfIi.
.... while synonyaUzins four nolDina1lpedes
with the former and 14 species in four genen
with the latter; aU of mae are now known
to represent N. 1.Jrnsis.

Girard (7) stated that a survey of routes
for a railroad to the Pacific began in 1853
and continued until 1855. Evidently he was
in error since the Marcy expedition was in
1852. Girard gave no rollection dates for
specimens sent to him and merely stated
"The fishes were collected at different
times and periods by several naturalists and
surgeons attached to the various surveys
undertaken within the five years past."
Thus it might appear that some rollections
reported by Girard were rollected a year
earlier than were the Otter Creek specimens
taken on the Marcy expedition. Exact loca
tions were not given by Girard, but thOle
taken from the Arkansas River at Fort Smith
and from present Oklahoma are of impor.
tance in this connection.

The personnel credited with rollecting
specimens included Dr. George G. Shumard,
surgeon, H. B. Mollhausen, artist, and Lieu·
tenant E. G. Beckwith, all under the rom·
mand of Lieutenant Whipple. Dr. C. B.
Kennerly was also attached to Whipple',
rommand, but apparently did noc collect in
present Oklahoma. All specimens were pre
served in alrohol; they were carefully
studied and compared with eastern fisba
and even with specimens from the Eastern
Hemisphere.

Of the 22 species listed by Girard (7),
13 constitute additions to the state list
(see Table 1).

The following species. with approsimare
type 1oca1ities in parentheses, were desaibed
as new to science: Pi",.pbtlles letNlltu (u.t
Creek, 20 miles west of Choctaw ageoc:y).
H,hogtWIh.s PlMUlIS (sluice of AibOIu
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Rift!' aeat "Fon Makee"), P1utIMobhu_tIbiliI (Arkansas River at Fon Smith),
Nol,Of1U lIfJIIwillili, (Suprloef Cteek, td·
buury of Poteau River), NOlroph bletMilU
(Arlwuu River at Fon Smith), Nol,oph
,~ (Arkaosu River at Fon Smim),
and NOlropU wbippki (Sugarloaf Creek,
tributary of Poteau River). NOlt'Opi,
,b.",..i alto was described under another
name (AlInINUJ/J' ilk~ebroslU), bue, as
pointed out by Gilbert and Bailey (9), the
fiM revi8ers, Jocdan and Gilben (10), chose
the name ,btmlMtli and placed ille~ebro,1U

in synonymy.

It iI difficult or impossible to locate some
of the collection sices mentioned by Girard
(7). Coal Creek, a tributary of the South
Canadian River, was indicated as 20 miles
west of the Choctaw Agency, now non
exiltent except for an historic marker,
located on a bend of the Poteau River
southwest of Spiro. On present maps it
*ould appear that, if one travelled due west
trom the Choctaw Agency, no tributary of
the South Canadian would be found at a
~tance of 20 miles. At approximately that
distance is Sans Bois Creek, a tributary of
the Arkansas River. Coal Creek is shown on
&11 old map, dated 1852 and without cano
pphic credit (O.S.U. Library Call No.
}992; 562, 26.S), south southwest of Fon
Gibson. This Coal Creek is a tributary of
(faines Creek, tributary to the South Cana.
clian, and is much fanher than 20 miles from
the ChOCtaw Agency. Shirk (11) used an
interesting entry, Toboxky 10 miles north of
McAlester. Pittsburg County. The name is
adapted from the Choctaw word for coal
and comes from nearby Coal Creek now
known as Gaines Creek. Evidently Gaines
Creek is now inundated by Lake Eufaula.

Probably Gaines Creek is where MolI
haUleD collected the types of MoxoslOtlltl
d""'fONltis (=E";,,,yzOfl oblOflps ~ltw;.
10NIIis) (see Hubbs, 12) and H,borbytu:blU
l...u.s (=PiflNphtlks letHlllU). Hubbs
and Black (13) gave the approximate local
ity (map 2) on an Arkansas River tribu
tary below the mouth of the Canadian River.
The question is: how did they measure dis.
tanc:es then? The Canadian River was well
known as was its tributary Coal Creek; see
Shirk's (11) note above.

I have failed to locate "Fort Makee";
~. Asher and Adams' map AI'''''''''''
IIItIl Porno. ollf1tl_ Tnrilor, dated 1879

(O.S.U. Lilxary Call Number .(()()O; 26.5.
1879) shows "Mackey's Salt Works" on
Vine Creek (probably the t:t Vian
Creek), tributary of the Ar River
between Sallisaw Creek and the Illinois
River. Hubbs and Trautman (14) referred
to a collection made by Seth Meek in 1895
at "Mackey's Ferry" on Sallisaw Creek, al
though Meek referred to "Mackey's Store."
There is no place on the creek where a ferry
would be required.

OIl 7 Ma, 1955, Carl D. Riggs, Gordon
Hall, John Kins. and I collected fishes Dear
8D old -.ore bui1dio& with a high baud
froot, located on Sallisaw Creek. OIl the score
froot the name McKee was dimly visible.
Near the score the creek flowed over a rocky
boaom easily negotiable for wagons. Shirk
( 11) liIUd McKey as 6 miles wesc of Salli·
..w. It was a post office, from 13 March
1891 to 14 July 1928, named for Logie
Mackey, a local resident.

It seems possible that tbis location could
have been a stopping place for military per
sonnel enroute westward from Fon Smitb.
Girard (7) credited Lieutenant Beckwith
with collection of tbe types of Hybognathus
fJ14~;lus from "sluice of the Arkansas River
near Fort Makee." Tbe old McKee store was
not far from the mouth of Sallisaw Creek.

OIl 12 April 1972, my wife and I visited
this locality. McKee's score was razed several
years ago, according to residents of the pres
eDt McKey community. The euphonic simi·
Iarity of the several spellings may explain
the confusion. We may imagine the collec
tors reponing to Lieutenant Whipple who
wrote the place name as it sounded to him.

Another locality mentioned by Girard (7)
as Antelope Creek, Arkansas, could not be
found on any available map. Tbe collection
of Leu~osomus fJ"UiJus (=Semolilus 11I1'0

"",cuLdus) by C. B. Kennerly. in Antelope
Creek may be a doubtful first record for
Oklahoma since, at the time, Arkansas in
cluded much of present Oklahoma.

The exact locality on Sugarloaf Creek
will never be known, but that stream is
shown on present.day maps as a tributary
of the Poteau River south of Fort Smith.
wbere Mollbausen collected the types of
Alb.,.,.", .",brtdilis (=NolrofJis ."""'11I;'
lis) and Cyprifleu. wbifJfJlil (=NolropU
wbippm).

Girard (IS) added four species to the
state list when he described l~b'byOflJYzOtl

binulo (=1. us"""), S~lI/JbirY'"blU
plillirb,.~1nu (sk ). PifINlotllU uI.J1U



(=IdtllUNU ffNLu). and A.bloJo" , ....
fIieas (=AploJillOllIS ".""fIieas). all from
the Arkansas River near Fort Smith. The
next year. 1859. he further contributed twO
additions to the state ichthyofaunal list:
Bokkhlhys whippl;; (=ElheoslotlU whip
plei) from Coal Creek in present Pittsburg
County, and Htldro/JlerIIS shufll4l"tli (=Per
ci"" shuftlllrlli) from the Arkansas River
near Fort Smith (16).

The next important fish collections from
Oklahoma were made in September. 1884.
when David Starr Jordan, assisted by his
students, Charles Henry Gilbert, Professor
Joseph Swain, and Seth E. Meek, working
under the direction of the U.S. National
Museum and the U.S. Fish Commission,
collected in the Poteau River, its tributary
James Fork, and Lee's Creek above the town
of Van Buren, Arkansas. According to
Jordan and Gilbert (17) Slate Ford was
"some distance west of the village of Hackett
City" in Arkansas.

In 1939 I led a field class in a search for
Slate Ford. We found a place oear the town
of Shady Point that appeared to have served
as a crossing io early days. A steep bank on
the west side of the river was plainly cut by
wagon wheels. Sioce that time, farming oper'
ations have obliterated the old trail. The
river bottom at this place is slate.

Jordan and Gilbert (17) listed 43 species
from the Poteau River although some forms
may be of doubtful status or the locality
was not clearly given. Lepisosleus Irisloe
ehus (=L. spillula) was not taken, but the
authors stated "a large skin seen," without
saying where. Their statement that "unless
otherwise stated, all species were taken in
the Poteau and Lee's Creek" leaves one in
doubt. They listed Ieliobus lIeli/er, but later
writers, Hubbs and Ortenburger ( 18),
Hubbs (12), and Jordan, Evermann and
Clark (8 ) did not clarify this record. I
assume that they took CiIr/Jioaes fleli/er, a
species known to occur in the Poteau. Their
NO/ropis sellbrieeps probably was N. boops
and Zygone&les fIOllllus was PUlltlulus
olilltKeus since P. IIOlIIIus is unknown in the
Poteau. Htldroplenu phoxocephtllus, report·
ed as not very common, is now known as
Perci"" fIlISUlIl and P. phoxocephtl14 is not
known to occur in the Poteau. Their Elheo
slomll /lISi!tJNrIe probably was E. grtldk.
A perplexing situation was encountered by
Cross and Moore ( 19), who borrowed
Jordan and Gilbert's specimeos labeJJed
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No/ropis ilkcebrosllS from U.5.N.M. This
collection of 35 specimens lroved to be •
complex of two genera an seven species,
but not N. illecebrosllS (=N. shu",.,.,u).
It is difficult to think that Dr. Jordan 01'
his student Gilbert could .have been respon
sible for such confusion, but subsequent
handling of the collection may be mosid
ered.

Except for changes in generic assignmenr,
all other species reported by Jordan and
Gilbert ( 17) are quite plausible. One
species, Nolurus "OCIU,."IIS, was described
as new to science, without indication of the
type locality. The authors stated "Abundant
in flowing water in the Poteau River." "It
was also taken in the Washita (Ouachita)
and Saline Rivers," Later, Jordan, Evermann
and Clark (8) and Taylor (20) indicated
the type locality of Sehilbeotles "oclu,."us
as the Saline River, Benton, Arkansas. These
dedicated ichthyologists, using improved
equipment, added 38 species to the faunal
list for Oklahoma, then Indian Territory,
and, thus, brought the total to 55 (see
Table I).

1887 -1896

Although a collection in July, probably
in 1888, by Charles H. Gilbert (21) was
not made in Oklahoma, it is pertinent at
this point since he was working in a small
tributary of the Poteau River about 7 miles
west of Waldron, Arkansas. Of the 10 species
reported, he claimed to have added three
species to the list of Jordan and Gilbert
( 17) for the Poteau River. Whereas Jordan
and Gilbert identified NOlropis lellbric_ps,
Gilbert reported N olropis heleroJ,ofl. Both
records were misidentifications of NOlropis
boops. Gilbert's ElheollOm4 &Mf"uleum
lefJiJum was probably E. speclllbile. The
other species, Elheoslomll micro/Jerell, may
be considered valid, because a .mall .tream
in the Ozark uplands could be an appro
priate habitat for the least daner.

During 1891 through 1893, Seth Meek,
then ProfeslOr of Biology and Geology, at
"The Arkansas Industrial University," w..
conducting investigations of the fishes of
Arkansas under auspices of the U.s. Fish
Commission and the University. Although
his tide (22) indicata he was working in
Arkansas, he did iodude a list of fishes
taken from the "Sallisaw Ri.er" near
"Makey'. Store:' Under a center heading
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"Lite of the Fishes of the White River
Buio," he reported a specimea of NoltmlS
"-lbntlS from the Sallisaw River near
)lakey', Store. Under another center head
ing "The .Arbasal River Basio," he listed
31 .pecies from the same locality. Some of
thae represent obvious misidentifications.
His N. _kulbHlU, if actually taken from
the Sallisaw, must have been N. "';urus.
There can be no doubt that Meek mllected
in the Sallisaw since, accordiog to his
description, the river at the locality "SO
miles west of Fort Smith • • . and where
visited (near Makey's store) has a sandy
and gravelly bottom. It is similar to the
Illinois River, which is only a few miles
west of it, .. :' is fairly accurate.

Meek's Pel1'o".yzo,. &011&0101' represents
I &blbyomyz01l &1U1."eus (see Hubbs and
Trautman, 14, p. 73) and his NOI1'opis
,bu"..,.tJ; was possibly N. boops, a commoo
.pecies although indicated as scarce by
Meek. Although he should have been Eami·
',liar with Elb_oSIO",. proeliMe, Meek listed
Blbeosl0m4 "';&rop"&", a species now found
only in a few widely separated localities
close to cold springs in Oklahoma. However,
there might have been, at that time, such
• spring near "Makey's Store:' Otherwise
Meek's list, taking into account present
aynonymy, is quite in order. Meek had
added 12 .pecies to the .tate list (see
Table 1).

During the last week in May, 1894. Meek
set out from Forr Smith, Arkansas, along
the line of the St. Loui. and San Francisco
railroad with his destination-to-be Arthur
City, Texas. Although he (23) did not
clearly state his exact itinerary, he collected
fishes in the Arkansas River at Fort Smith,
in the Poteau River and a few of its rocky
tributaries and lakes near Poteau, Indian
Territory, His next stop was at Kiamichi,
where be collected in the Kiamicbi River
and its tributary, Walnut Creek. He then
weat to Goodland, Indiao Territory, where
be collected in a creek be called Flat Creek,
before proceeding on to the Red River aear
Arthur City, Texas.

In May, 1950. • Pucy~ of the
Milt.oD B. TraDblWl and Georae A. Moore
famiUes, IICCOIDDaDfed by Miltoll L Curd,
auem.... co foIlow, in part, the IOQte tHen
by )(eek in 1894. 11M -riu.p of Kiamichi
... euily~ bat GooclIdd, daea IhowD
oe au 10M "Po was oImouIy GOt the •
caIkJ~ by Meek. 'We fouOcI all ladiaa

IChooJ housed in rarber newly coutruaed
bui1dinp aod it was aot near any creek. We
then WeDt to Huao and ioqaired about the
JocaIity of old Goodland and Plat Creek. We
were directed to Goodland, ",hicb c:oasisced
of an old brick baildiag by the railroad.
Oar informer knA' of DO Flat Creek, but
nearby there was a creek aamed Caney Creek.
Ie IftJbecl quite possible that Meek stopped
off at the flqstop. GoodIaod. collected there
and went on to the Red lliver. Shirk (11)
pve the follo",ing entries: "Goodland, Choc
ta'" County, " miles north of Hugo. Post
Office 1871-1902, no longer in existence.
Goodland, Chocta", County, 3 miles south of
H_~, Goodland Indian Orphanage founded
1848, in continuous lef'rice, Post Office 1915
19«."

As a result of his expedition, Meek (23)
reported 58 species, six of which were addi·
tions to the state faunal list. Nolropis
bueb"""; was described as new to science
and was taken "from a small creek near
Poteau." It is not possible to state the exact
type locality of this shiner, but, since Meek
mentioned collecting in lakes near Poteau
and since the creek nearest to those lakes
is Sugarloaf Creek, he may have taken the
types there. Cross and Moore (19) thought
Meek worked in either Nail or Gap Creek.
since he knew the name of Sugarloaf Creek.

Meek listed Elheoslom4 oUIKb;'ae from
Kiamichi. Goodland, and Arthur City.
Hubbs and Black (24, p. 2) co. • • regard
Elbeoslo",. (HlIdropl~rus) OU«Mlae Jor
dan and Gilbert ... as a synonym of 1".0'

slo",. ur."id~"." Although no specimens
of P"U"" u1'."idetl have been reported from
Oklahoma since 1894, it is possible that the
species occurs in the Red River and its
tributaries.

1897 ·1930

During April, 1903, Dr. Henry A. Pilsbry.
a conchologist, collected fishes at Wister.
Indian Territory, and at Limestone Gap in
the Red River basin. Present-day maps show
a Limestone Gap in Atoka County on High
way 69. Of the six species he sent to Henry
W. Fowler, at the Philadelphia Academy,
five were from Indian Territory, but none
constituted new records for the area. Fowler
(25) described Nolropis fJilsbryj, but the
types were from the White River Basin at
Rogers, .Arkansas. However, this species is
a common inhabitant of the Arkansas Basin
in eastern Oklahoma.

During World War I (191+1918) field
activities were greatly reduced although



Fowler (26) reponed one species, Plllltlllllu
1I014I1U, from Indian Territory without cit
ing the locality. Of interest in this connec
tion is the original description of C,/Wifl6
JMI bOfli,,1U rubrbflMt'itdilis, later elevated
to a full species, from the Brazos River
between Seymour and Authon. Texas. The
collector, W. S. Black, took specimens also
"from Staked Plains between the Brazos
River and Tulip. Red River. and from the
Red River basin south of Clarendon, Teus."
Fowler stated that the subspecies was
"named for the Red River, of the most
northern inland eastern region at which a
member of the genus Cypri"oJo" has been
found."

In June. 1927, the Board of Regents of
the University of Oklahoma authorized the
establishment of the Oklahoma Biological
Survey as a scientific bureau of the Uni
versity, with A. Richards as Director, A. O.
Weese. erologist, Paul B. Sears, botanist,
R. E. Jeffs, curator of the herbarium, and
A. I. Ortenburger. curator of vertebrates.
Prior to the establishment of the biological
survey. the Department of Zoology of the
University of Oklahoma had been conduCt
ing summer expeditions in various parts of
the state since 1923 (27). One of these
expeditions was conduCted under the leader
ship of A. I. Ortenburger between 15 and
25 July 1925. The field work was confined
to the southern half of the state. largely
in LeFlore, McCurtain. and Pushmataha
counties, although some collections were
reported from Comanche, Murray, and
Cleveland counties. The report by Orten
burger and Hubbs (28) included 57 forms
of fishes including two new genera, one
new species, and mention of MiC1"o/Jlnus
flsefltlflflliles (=M. fItI",'fIlaIus) later de
scribed by Hubbs (29). Also included was
the description of NOlropis comflltu isolepis
(Hubbs and Brown). The new ~era of
sunfishes, Sclerolis Hubbs and AJIolis Hubbs
were later synonymized in upomis and are
currently named u/Jomis f'u"clillus and L.
b,,_lis respectively; the fonner species was
new to the state fauna. N olropis orIeII
burgm Hubbs, a distinct species, was de
scribed as new to science. Fourteen other
species were added to the state list (see
Table 1). NOlropis stlbillM was listed, but
later Hubbs and Ortenburger (18) showed
it to be a complex of two new species, N.
gir.i and N. b.rtli.

During June and July. 1926, the Museum
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of 7.00108)', University of Oklahoma, coo
tinued the biological survey again led by
Dr. Ortenburger. The collections were
studied by Dr. Hubbs (18) who cootributed
much nomeoclatural information concero
ing cyprinid species, sunfishes and lOme
advance notices of discoveries in the genera
H,'bogfltllblU, ;"'O"OSIO",., and PHcilkb
Ibys (=ElbeoslofIU ). Since the collections
were largely from southwestern Oklahoma,
where the fauna is sparse, only 32 species
were obtained. Three species were desaibed
as new to science, although one, Ex"."';'"
IlUSlrlllis, is currently recognized as Hy6of1m
MslhJlIlis IItISlrlllis, The other two, NOlrofJis
b.rtli (from Red River) and NOlropis
gir.,.tli (from the Arkansas basin), current
ly stand as valid species. Three other species
were added to the known Oklahoma fauna
(Table 1).

Some species collected by Edith R. Force
from ponds and streams in Okmulgee Coun·
ty were included, although Force (30) also
reported 13 species.

During the summer of 1927. A. I. Orten
burger led a field party from the Museum
of Zoology, University of Oklahoma to
eastern Oklahoma and western Arkansas.
Collections of fishes were taken from the
Red, Ouachita, and Arkansas River basins
(I8). Of the 81 species reported. 14 had
not been known previously from Oklahoma
and one, NOlropis greeMi, was described as
new to science (Table 1).

In their introduCtion (18, p. 47) they
stated that 21 species were added to the list
of Oklahoma fishes, but in their systematic
account, I found only 15 species definitely
claimed as new records. Apparently for
nomenclatural reasons, they reported Ulo
cefJIrll sligmMll (=ElbeosIOftJll sligmMUm)
as new to the state list. Meek (22) took the
species in Sallisaw Creek in 1893 and reo
ported it as Elbeoslomtl S""';Ie. NOlropu
pncohromtu, later (31. pp. 16. 17) indica
ted as a representative of NOlropis rubeUtu,
was reported. Hubbs apparently, at this
time, considered it as a distinCt species and
included his manuscript name NOlroflu
""b";corp"s in a state list. This list was
published under Hubbs' name by Aldrich
(32 ). thus creating a fJ01IU1I ,.uJ"m.

The report authored by Ortenburger and
Hubbs (18) in 1927 and the two by Hubbs
and Ortenburger (18) in 1929 contributed
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exteoIi\lely to the tuooomy of Oklahoma
fishes and clarified maoy nomenclatural
problems of that period.

Afeer the arpearanee of the above reporu,
a>llec:tioal 0 fishes were made by classes
uader my direction, beginning in 1930.
The specimens were, in large pan, sent to
Dr. Hubbe at the University of Michigan
for identification. This marks the approxi
mate time that the zoological a>llections
at Oldahoma A&M College had a modest
beginning. The collections were used initial
ly merely for class study, with no serious
intent of establishing a zoological reposi
tory. In the absenee of funds for travel, the
instructor and .tudents shared expenses.
Most of the field work was necessarily limit
ed to localities that could be reached during
a 4-hour laboratory period, or on vacation
occasions when we camped on the creek or
river banks. Since the eastern part of the
state has the richest fauna, most field trips
were planned in that direction to the neglect
of the western counties. Presumedly field
studies were also conducted by instructors
at the University of Oklahoma, although
under somewhat better mnditions by virtue
of the Oklahoma Biological Survey estab
lished in 1927.

1931·1941
On 5 July 1931, Delavan and Creaser

(presumedly Edwin P.) collected eight spe
CIes of fishes in ponds 2 miles west of
Wilburton, without adding to the known
fish fauna (unpublished notes).

In 1932, Dr. Hubbs reponed to me on
numerous collections that had been sent to
him for identification. Two species, Nol*NU
.:tim, Spring Creek in Cherokee County,
and Eth.oslOflUl zo",,", Flint Creek in Dela
ware County, were added to the Oklahoma
list.

The first record 'of l,hlhyOfll'zOII g.gn
from Oklahoma was a specimen taken from
Barren Fork 10 miles east of Tahlequah
by my student Jack Baker in April, 1931.
This specimen was reported by Moore (33)
as Rnghtmllfltl ",,;,okw, but was overlooked
by Hubbs and Trautman (14). The speci
men was later (14 June 1937) presented to
the Museum of Zoology, Uni\lersity of
Michipn, where it was studied by Bailey
()4).

In September, 1935, Carl L Hubbs and

Milton B. T rautmao mllected fishes in
Grand River. Mayes County. in Spring
Creek and Elk River, Delaware County, and
in Lost Creek. Ottawa County. Their collec
tion from Grand River was particularly
impressive with a total of 48 species includ
ing four new Oklahoma records (Table 1).

In mnnection with his studies, W. F.
Blair (35). assisted by his wife Fern, his
brothers P. F. and A. P. Blair. and A. D.
Aldrich, made numerous collections of
fishes in Cherokee, Delaware, Major, Mayes,
Osage, Rogers, Tulsa. Wagoner. and Woods
counties in 1936. The specimens were sent
to the University of Michigan for identifica
tion by Dr. Hubbs. Three species were added
to the Oklahoma list (Table 1). One species,
NOlrop;s mommus, is on my list obtained
from the Museum of Zoology, University
of Michigan. but this is an apparent error,
since this species is unknown in Oklahoma.
Two records of NOlrofJis orle"burgeri are
of special interest, though not unexpected in
view of more recent collections. The center
of distribution of the Kiamichi shiner is in
the Red River basin. but the Blairs took it
from lDst Creek, Osage County, and from
Spavinaw Creek, below Spavinaw Lake,
Delaware County.

Carl L. Hubbs compiled several manu
script lists of Oklahoma fishes, that, accord·
ing to Dr. R. M. Bailey (personal communi
cation) though undated, were prepared as
early as 1934 or 1935. One of these undated
lists was credited to C. L. Hubbs and I. A.
Rodeheffer and was probably written later
than 1938. One of the Hubbs lists is of
special interest because be stated that the
list was based on information available to
him "in January. 1938." Several species
were added to the known fauna. Hubbs in
dicated that some species were listed on the
basis of "evidence considered reliable." I
have searched in vain for records of
A.guill. roslrtd., MMOfU ,hrysops, and
Per".. scin. earlier than 1938. Since I
spent the winter of 1937-38 as a graduate
student under Dr. Hubbs, and since I vivid
ly remember taking eels from the Cimarron
River near Perkins and from the Elk River
in Delaware County, it is possible that 1 told
Dr. Hubbs of my experiences. The specimens
were DOt preserved. In the 1930's I helped
Dr. R. Chester Hughes, parasitologist, take
fishes in a trammel net from Stillwater
Creek near Ripley. We took several white
bass, then named~ d".,sops. I can-



not account for the P. s&in. record. at·
though the species was taken by my class
from the Poteau River 4 miles south of
Wister and at Slate Ford near Shady Point,
on 7 and 8 August 1939, as reported by
Cross and Moore (19). Other species added
to the earlier lists are based on the Orten·
burger and Hubbs (28) and Hubbs and
Ortenburger (18) reportS.

Surveys of stream systems began in 1938
when John D. Mizelle and I conducted an
appraisal of the fishes of Stillwater Creek
in Payne County (36). We took 28 species,
but none was new to the State List.

Although this treatise concerns recent
fishes, mention may be made of a fossil
relegated to the family Cyprinodontidae
and identified as ttPlim&lerus IumsM?" by
Stovall and McAnulty (37). Hubbs (38)
showed that the specimen was misidentified
and tentatively called it MeniJiIJ sp., closely
similar to MeniJiIJ _ens, in the family
Atherinidae.

Two publications appearing in 1940
deserve mention. Hubbs and Bailey (39)
described MicropleNlS p,,,,ctulaJus wi&hilM
from the Wichita Mountains. Hubbs and
Moore discussed subspecies of N olropis
zOll4lus, but later these two forms were
elevated to full species, N. %otudus and N.
pilsbryi (41).

The r~lfin darters were studied by Hubbs
and Black (42) and a new subspecies,
PoeciJicbtbys wbipplii ,aJiosus, was shown
to occur in Oklahoma. Later, Moore and
Rigney (43) demonstrated this form as a
full species, now named Etbeoslo",. ,Miio
sum, and described two new subspecies now
known as E. ,. cyll1lMtlm (Blue River) and
E. ,. pll1uJosum (Clear and Muddy Boggy
rivers and the Kiamichi). E. ,. ,Mliosum
was found in the Little River basin and
eastward. At the time, we believed that E.
wbipplei was restricted to the Arkansas
River system and E. ,tttIiosum occurred only
in the Red River basin. Recent collections
reveal the presence of the former in tribu·
taries of the Red River in southern Arkansas.

Hubbs' latest manuscript list, dated 2S
July 1941, included 133 species~ some
of which were based on specimens or in
formation submitted by W. P. Blair, A. D.
Aldrich, or G. A. Moore. Hiod6tt MosoNkl
was listed for the fint time, although Meek
(22) bad repottedit from the SalliIaw.
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c.piotks "eliler was included, probably on
the basis of a misidentified specimen from
Stillwater Creek, Payne County. The in·
elusion of the yellow bess, MONHU ;fIUr·
,,*p'. (=M. mississippktuis) was hued on
specimens taken from Van's Lake, 8 miles
north of Muskogee, by Aldrich. Probably
PitMphtlks le..llIIS was included as a result
of studies then in progress on the nominal
genus Certllichthys by Hubbs and Black,
although che species had been described by
Girard (7). Ocher additions to Huggs' lists,
N olrop's spfloplerus and fUMulus OliflM·
em, are attributable to Hubbs' detailed
studies of chese species and their nearest
relatives. Lepo",;, m;crolophus had been
introduced earlier from Texas by the Okla
homa Game and Fish Department and was
first taken by Moore from the Illinois River
in 1941.

1942 -1952

NOlropis percobromMS does noc appear in
Table I, although Hubbs (31) decided that
it was diStinct from N. tIIhe";fUJiths. In
collections from the Poteau River around
1939 and later (1947) we found the two
forms appeared to be distinctly different.
Bailey and Allum (44) became convinced
that che two forms are conspecific. Their
arguments, based on examination of speci
mens from the wide range of N. tIIheri
fUJiJes, are quite convincing.

The first published list of the fishes of
Oklahoma was credited to Carl L Hubbs.
probably without h~ permission and surely
wichout benefit of proofreading. It appeared
in a bulletin. by Aldrich (32). The only
copy of this publication available to me is
the 5d~ edition. Probably the earlier edi
tions did not include lists of species. This
liSt contains 126 species and ,0 subspecies.
Unfortunately, the list included one fUJIIU"

"uJum (mentioned above) based on a
manuscript name that was included in
Hubbs' 1941 list.

The Oklahoma Game and Fish Depart
ment followed the original published list
of fishes by Hubbs (32) with several pam
phlets which were entitled KfIMI1 101W
O"WOtniI Fishes and Were illusuated by
Wa1lac:e Hughes. The fish lists were axil
piled by Moore (45) and by Moore and
Riggs (46). A later iuue failed co live
credit to the authon. The list by Moote
(4S) included 1'7 species. By 1~ the Jilt
bad grown co 162 and, the 1963 lilt included



16

167 auaa. The species added to the list
were taken by field parties working uoder
the auspica of tbe State Game and Fish
Department and, in larse part, by my classes
from Oklahoma A&M COllege.

Proaa 1946 thIoaah 1948, I taupe ichda,
010lJ ia audIorized A...... JDteneIIioo
...... Siace.1'..... were beiq laid for coo
IUUCdoa of clams 00 the IUiaoiI, Poteau. aad
Moalllaia Pork men by dae u.s. Corps of
AnD, lapaeen, Tuba DiICrict, die Corps
aad the Game aad PUb Depanmeae re
cnMICed freimpoaodment Alrveyl of the fUb
faa.... 0 thole river I)'SCeIDL Expenses of the
AlfYey putia were penoaa1Iy borne, d·
dIoqh the (;otpI fumilbed a car and driver
(Mr. Cecil Haiaht) aad the Game and PUb
Deputmeat leat Mr. Eel Jurell with • pick.
ap t.raek to traDIpOrt our sear from ..cion
to IWion.

]n 1946 the Illinois River, then a free
flowing stream of clear, rool, and sparkling
water, yielded 91 species of fishes, most of
which had been reported earlier for Okla
homa. Moore and Paden (~7) listed two
species as new to the state list. The listing
of HWJOfI MosoUles as new to the state list
was in error because Meek (22) had pre
viously reported it as scarce in Sallisaw
Creek. Among many young AIoSll, listed
(~7) as POfrHJloblU dwysotbloris (=Alosa
tbrysothloris), were several specimens (48)
later identified by Dr. R. M. Bailey as Alosa
OhHfUis (=A. ilUbtmlM); this constitutes
the first collection of that species in Okla·
homa. NohWUs pladJlU, listed (47) as
StbUb.otI.s elelllhenu, was later described
by Taylor (20). upOfrlis "';C1'oIOfJInu, taken
earlier by Moore in 1941, was listed as new
to the state. Although Moore and Paden
were not aware of it, the Illinois survey
party had collected three species for the first
time in Oklahoma.

During the last two weeks of August,
1~7, prior to construction of the Wister
Dam, a preimpoundment survey was con
ducted on the Poteau watenbed, again by
my ichthyology class aided by the Corps
and the Game and Fish Department. Cross
and Moore (19) listed 93 species of fishes
for the river system. The survey party took
69 species, 15 of which had not been record
ed previously for the river; none was new
to the state.

On 22 September 1948, a statement of
aareement ...... signed by participating
qencies creating the Oklahoma Fish and
Game Council. Those agendes were: the

Oklahoma Game and Fish Department,
Oklahoma A&M College. University of
Oklahoma. Corps of Engineers. and the Fish
and Wildlife Service, U.S.D.I. The Council
consisted of five members. one from each
aseney. Each year the Council elected a
chairman from its own membership. The
objectives of the Council, briefly stated,
were to pool certain resources for the pur·
pose of developing sound biology and wild
life manasement practices for impounded
waters and their watersheds.

The Council sponsored graduate students
at the University and the A&M College.
The students were employed part time by
the Corps of Engineers and were expected
to conduct research on reservoir areas under
the jurisdiction of the Corps. The final
reports of the students were expected to ful
fill partially the requirements toward the
Master's or Doctor's degree. From 1949 to
1972, 18 reports have been filed with the
Council. These reports formed the bases of
12 Master's theses and six doctoral disserta
tions.

Originally all the students were employed
by the Corps of Engineers, but during the
1950's funds were not available and there
were no active research projects. About
1961, the research program was resumed
with financial support coming from the
Corps and the Oklahoma Department of
Wildlife Conservation. The Council remains
active at the present time, but without re
presentation from the Fish and Wildlife
Service. Recently the Corps was forced to
discontinue employment of students.

Most of the reports are concerned with
reservoir management involving limnologi
cal studies. population dynamics, age and
growth of fishes, etc., and are beyond the
scope of the present paper. However, some
will be mentioned below because they in
clude information on the fish fauna of
several reservoir areas before and/or after
impoundment. In chronological order, in
vestigations were conducted on the Illinois
River (Tenkiller Ferry Dam). Poteau River
(Wister Dam), Mountain Fork River
(Broken Bow Dam), Verdigris River
(Oologah Dam), Arkansas River (Key
stone Dam), and Canadian River (Eufaula
Dam).

From 1~7 through 1952 considerable in
formation about Oklahoma fishes was .c-



cumulated. W. F. Blair and party took 31
species (unpublished list) from the Illinois
River near Scraper. Bailey (34) published
a note on lampreys of Oklahoma and
Texas. Hubbs and Black (13) published
their monograph on the senus Certdi~blb,s
(=PimepbtJes, in part). Moore (49) re
poned the first record of NOlrop;s perpall"
dllS for Oklahoma on the basis of a single
specimen from Beaver's Bend State Park,
6 June 1947. Moore and Poole (50) reported
the first record of Eu.sS0m4 zOflillIl"'i on
19 April 194721 specimens had been taken,
by a college class directed by the late W. H.
Irwin, from a roadside pool near a swamp
10 miles east of Broken Bow, McCurtain
County. Paden (51) erroneously reported
A",pbioJo" (=HioJOtI) tJosoiJes as a first
state record, as did previous workers who
overlooked Meek's (22) record from Salli
saw Creek.

Probably the paper by Moore and Mc
Dougal (52) contributed to the merger of
A",phioJo" with HioJo" by showing the
striking similarity between the retinae of
the two nominal genera.

During the last two weeks of August,
1948, my ichthyology class surveyed the
Mountain Fork River. The results of this
survey were used as a Master's thesis by J.
D. Reeves (53). Two species were described
as new to science. HtldroplerllS ptmlberi,,1IS
(=Perci"" ptmlherill4) was later included
in a publication by Moore and Reeves (54).
The other species reported as new to science
proved to be a misidentification, but con
stituted a new state record, Holokpis b.,
rlllli ( = EJheosl01lW fllSiforme) • N 011l1'llS
eleulhe1'llS, reported as S~hilbeoJes ekulher
lIS, was also a first state record, later to
be reoorded by Taylor (20). Elheoslomtl
IISprige1le, reponed as Poecilicblh,s jessiM,
was taken for the first time and reported
by Moore and Cross (55) together with 13
previously unrecorded species (see Table
1); one species, Peru fUflucem, bad been
reported by Ortenburser and Hubbs (28).
Six of the species had been included in a
manuscript list by Hubbs as forms to be
expected in Oklahoma. Of primary impor
tance was the validation of PoeciJkblb,s
/hWflipi".is (=EJheosl0m4 fNlN!ipi• .e) that
had been synonymized previously with
P.lheosltHIU slfll""'keps.

During the decade 0942-19S2) an im
portant eYellt took place when (1948) the
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Cooperative Fisheries Experiment Station
was established at the University of Okla
homa under the direction of William H.
Thompson. On 1 July 1950, a memorandum
of understanding (revised July 1962) be
tween the Department of Wildlife Cooser
vation and the University became effective
and the name was changed to the Oklahoma
Fishery Research Laboratory.

Investigations by personnel of the labora
tory began with lake surveys, preimpound
ment, ase and growth studies, and popula
tion estimates. The results of these investi
gations have appeared, larsely, in mimeo
graphed reports which were distributed to
interested parties. However, contributions
were made to various journals, including
Proceedings of the Oklahoma Academy of
Science, Transactions of the American Fish
eries Society, Copeia, Journal of Wildlife
Management, and several other publications.
Since most of the work of the Fishery Re
search Laboratory has been concerned with
manasement problems outside the objectives
of the present paper, I will mention below
only a few contributions that are concerned
with discovery of Oklahoma fishes.

At this time (1948), the study of Okla
homa fishes was given important impetUS
when Carl D. Riggs was appointed to a post
on the staff of the University of Oklahoma.
Dr. Riggs became my close friend and we
enjoyed a cooperative relationship in the
field and laboratory until he moved to the
University of South Florida in 1971 to
become Vice President of Academic Affairs.
Soon after his arrival in Oklahoma Dr.
Riggs became interested in fishery studies
on Lake Texoma, where in 1949 he con·
ducted a summer field class from a barge.
In July, 1950, the University of Oklahoma
Biological Station was opened for student
enrollment and it has become a permanent
establishment at Willis, Oklahoma, pre
sently under the leadership of Dr. Loren
G. Hill.

Concurrently with the above eventS,
another field station was established under
the leadership of the late Dr. William H.
Irwin of Oklahoma A&:M College. This field
station, the Oklahoma Wildlife Station,
held sessions during the summers of 1949
and 1950 at the then abandoned Camp
Gruber near Braggs and Greenleaf Lake.
Through lack of appropriatioos the station
was discontinued. It is regrettable dw the
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cwo major institutions did not combine
their eflom to establish a cooperative field
laboratory.

Much literature published in 1951 is of
importaaee to the taxonomy 01 Oklahoma
lishes. upom;s ",.".g;1UI1II was found to be
fairly ClOmJDOO in the Little River bssin of
McCurtain County (56). Riggs and Moore
(57) gatbered information peninent to the
distribution of paddlefish and sturgeon,
species seldom taken by survey panies. Dur
ing the summer of 1948, a survey party spon
sored by the Oklahoma Game and Fish
Depanment conducted an exhaustive survey
of 11 Oklahoma lakes (58). Forty-seven
species, representing 12 families of fisbes,
were taken from widely separated waters.
After pressure by several ichthyologists,
Carl L Hubbs (59) described NOlrofJis
II",";S Hubbs and Greene, an uncommon
Oklahoma species. The name N olropis
.",";s had been a IIOmetl tludum since 1935.
In the same year Hubbs and Bonham (60)
described three new species of minnows,
two of which were subsequently discovered
in Oklahoma, but only in the Red River.
One of these, NOlrofJis brllzosetlS;s, was
synonymized with N. sbumtWd;, but the
other, N. pOllm, is still considered a good
species. A list of the fishes of Canton
Reservoir by Buck and Cross (61) included
32 species, with annotations of some taxo
nomic importance, panicularly with regard
to upisoslelll fWodutllll (= L. otuUdlll).
Trautman and Martin (62) described Moxo
slMllil tlllreolum pisolJnw", from the Ozark
uplands and included specimens from Okla
homa. Part of these specimens had been
reported as M. tIIIreolum (=M. "",n-okpi
dOlum) by Moore and Cross (55). Hutchens
and Hall (63) reponed cwo adult specimens
of Alou obu.sis (=A. tJ.btlfllM) from the
stilling basin below Wister Dam on the
Poteau River. They were not aware, at the
time, that the species had been taken by
the Illinois Survey party in 1946, but tbeir
discovery led to re-examination of speci
mens from the Illinois.

Some reports alluded to above, including
those of Moore and Rigney (43), Cross and
Moore (19) and Moore (45), need only be
mentioned here.

In 1~2, the Oklahoma Fisheries Research
Laboratory Q)nducted • preimpoundment
survey of the Fort Gibsori Reservoir area.
The iesults of this survey were written by

Robert M. Jenkins (64). Jenkins included
a list of 77 species of fishes taken by the
survey party and supplemented by the list
of fishes taken near Choteau by Hubbs and
Trautman on 12 September 1935 (unpub
lished). Although no species were added
to the state list, Jenkins' repon is important
from the standpoint of fish distribution.
Twenty-three species were found only in
upland tributaries on the east side of Grand
River, four species were found only in
lowland tributaries west of Grand River,
and 50 species were collected in Grand
River proper and/or tributaries on both
sides of the river. Information in this report
was included in a publication by Hall (48)
along with additions and corrections to the
list of Illinois River fishes. Hall's addition
of nine species to the list for the Illinois
River brought the total to 96 and he pre
dicted that further work would probably
increase the number to 100 species.

Investigations on the fishes of Wister
Reservoir were begun in 1949 and continued
through 1951. The results of this work were
written by Latta (65) and also reported by
Hall and Latta (66) and Hall (58). Forty
nine species were found in the lake, its trib
utaries and the stilling basin below the
dam. Some uncommon species taken in
clude: lcblbyomyzotl ctlSltI1Uus, Polyodon
sptllhula, HiodOtl illosoiJes, CtW/Jiodes fJeli
fer, Anguilla roslrtllil, and SI;zoslediotl
ttmlldetlSe. No additions to the state fauna
were made.

1953 -1963

Jones D. Reeves (67), after having com
pleted his thesis on the fishes of Mountain
Fork River, undertook· a survey of the
entire Little River system, in Oklahoma,
at "his own expense. With help from friends
and his students from Southeastern A&M
College, Wilburton, he compiled a list of
96 species. NOlropis "",cultIIlII was taken
for the first time in Oklahoma from Pine,
Manin, and Grassy lakes, oxbows of Moun
tain Fork and Little rivers; Cryslll1Lwi4
tlSprella, from Little River near the Arkansas
boundary, was also a new record. These cwo
species were included by Moore (45) in a
published list.

In 1953, Samuel Jackson (68) used rote.
none on Black Hollow of Lower Spavinaw
Lake, Mayes and Delaware counties, as a
means of studying fish populations. His



Table 1 listed 19 species byoommoo names,
but lumped unidentified sunfishes (81
specimens) and minnows (estimated 6.500
specimens). All fishes taken were buried.

Oklahoma lampreys were treated by Hall
and Moore (69) who discussed their char
acteristics and distribution.

Riggs (70) published the first record of
the Mexican banded tetra (As'ytmta ffNxi
Ctmus) on the basis of a single specimen
taken from a pond on an island in Lake
Texoma. He believed it represented a bait
bucket introduction, and that the species
probably could not survive in the lake.
However, subsequent reports (71, 72) in
dicated a strong possibility that the species
had spawned in the lake.

Results of additional river surveys, dis
rovery of additional species in Oklahoma,
and the description of a new species were
published in 1955. Moore and Buck (73),
using data taken by workers in Kansas and
information gathered by themselves, report
ed a study of the fishes of the Cbickaskia
River in Oklahoma and Kansas. Forty-two
species representing 12 families of fishes
were listed, but none was new to the state.
However, a male specimen of Pimephaks
lenellus lenellus was destined to rontribute
to the monograph by Hubbs and Black (13,
Fig. I, PI. 2). Linder (74) worked on the
fishes of Blue River in southern Oklahoma.
He listed 49 species representing 9 families,
including some species that were unexpected
at the time since they are Ozarkian forms.
These species were: Nolropis N/beUus,
DiotUla nubi14, Hybopis bigUlltllll (=No
com;s IISper), and Elheoslomll microperca.
A new hybrid combination was described,
Etheosloma (rtlaiosum cytmOrum X spec
IlIbile subsp.). Hall (75) became interested
in the effects of impoundment on river
fishes. Twenty-two stream species were
found in Lake Tenkiller one year after im
poundment. Four species, Pimephilles letul
Ius, Schilbeoaes (=N oluNlS) exilis, Etheo
slomll whipplei, and E. fUbellm-e, found iQ
early postimpoundment collections, almost
disappeared from later collections. The
study was made to supplement an earlier
report by HaU and Jenkins (76). At the
time of his publication Miller (71) added
two species to the list of Oklahoma fishes
(Nolropis IwllzoUflSis, which was later syn
onymized with N. su"",..tU, and SigflilloS4
pe~). Sip;Uou became a synonym
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of Doroso",., but D. peltltHflS., taken near
the mouth of Blue River, stands as a DeW
rerord. Moore and Reeves (S4) described
HtUJroplerllS fNnUhmfIIU (=P.rci"" fNItI
Ihm",,) , a new species from the Litde River
system in southeastern Oklahoma and
Arkansas. Riggs (78) demonstrated the
effective use of the electric shocker com
bined wi.th seines in roUecting fishes.

In 1956, two publications rontributed to
a better understanding of Oklahoma fishes
and added significantly to the Oklahoma
list. The nominal genus Erim)'slilx was rel
egated to subgeneric rank as Hubbs and
Crowe (79) described seven new forms. One
of these, H ybopsis x-punclaIll, had been 000
sidered rare in Oklahoma, until Riggs (78),
using seines and electric shocker, found it in
abundance on Illinois River riffles. HaU
(80) reported six species as additions to the
state list. Two of these, Sillmo IN/1I11 and
Roccus (=Morone) stIXtllilis, are transflants.
In reporting Idillurus tubulosw, Hal over
looked the records of Meek (23) for the
Poteau and Kiamichi rivers. The Poteau
record may be regarded as a misidentifica
tion, but the Kiamichi rerord is possibly
valid since locations in Hall's records for
the Little River system in McCurtain County
are not far distant from the site worked by
Meek. The other three species (Hiodon
terg;sus, from lower reaches of the Moun
tain Fork River, TJphlichlhys subterrtltlew,
from a cave near Peoria, Ottawa County,
and FuntJul1ls ctlle1llllus, from tributaries of
Grand Lake and the Illinois River) were
interesting additions to the state fauna.

During the summer of 1956, prior to
construction of the Oologah Dam on the
Verdigris River, a biological survey of the
river was made by the Oklahoma Game and
Fish Department under the direction of
R. M. Jenkins of the Fisheries Research
Laboratory at Norman (81). The fishes
taken on this survey were used as the basis
of a Master's thesis by George H. Wallen,
of Oklahoma State University (82), who
listed 68 species representing 12 families of
fishes. Wallen's remarks about Moro,"
inlerrupla (=M. mississipf'iensis) are of
interest. He credited Gordon Hall with
taking the yellow bass from Van's Lake, an
oxbow near the Verdigris River, on 2 June
1950. Aldrich bad taken the species there,
probably in 1937, but during the summers
of 1954 and 19S5 the lake was dry aDd
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W.Uea aprelled belief that it was DO

looser a tributary of the Verdigris.

RiUS (83) reported taking MNgiJ ee
I'htlltll from tbe service generators of the
Deoitoa Dam. The fim specimens of DMO
SomtI l'elefHfISe from Lake Taoma were
reported as S;g".]ostl pel,,""';s by Riggs
aod Moore (84). In a few years this im
portant forap fish rivaled the gizzard sbad
In abundance in Lake Taoma. Rotenone
samples yielded a greater number of thread
fin tban gizzard shad.

Heard (85) reported an interesting note
on 'Ntrd"ltll """'tie. A population of the
plains killifish was found in Salt Branch
of Saline Creek, tributary to Grand River.
The creek beads in a salt flat near Highway
82 one mile south of Salina. G"",bu,u
II//;,,;s was the only other species taken from
this salty stream.

'Orr (86), in his dissertation, gave a list
of fishes of Heyburn Reservoir, an impound
ment on Polecat Creek, Creek County, Okla
homa. This species-poor reservoir yielded
only 25 species of fishes.

Linder (87) reported Ammoer'I"tI elm-tl
for the first time from the Red River. His
specimens were taken 28 October 1953, from
Red River south of Bennington, Bryan
County, Oklahoma. In his paper, Linder
included characters that distinguish the
species from its nearest relatives.

A significant contribution to the known
distribution of darters (Percidae)' in north
eastern Oklahoma was made by Blair (88).

Heard (89) called attention to live-bait
imports as potential additions to Oklahoma's
fish fauna. He found Chrosomtll (=PhoD
.",) eos and EuetllU (=Cultletl) ;.e~s"",
in bait dealers' holding ponds, but there is
no evidence that these nonhero species are
established in the state.

Riggs and Bonn (90) listed 71 species
~rom Lake Texoma. They gave an interest
109 account of the replacement of 1..MJiJes
Ihn s;ce"ltll by Meflidill tIIIIle.s.

A preimpouodment survey of Rock Creek,
Murray County, Oklahoma, was carried out
by the Oklahoma Wildlife Conservation De
partment and the University of Oklahoma
BiololJical Survey prior to construetioo of
the dam to create Al'buckle Reservoir lOath
IOUthwest of Sulphur. The report of Saodoz

(91) ioduded evidence of 38 species of
fishes, including one unidentified NOlrO/Jis.
Sandoz also listed 59 species that were a
peered to occur in Arbuckle Reservoir.

In 1960, a study of the fishes of the
Arkansas and Cimarron rivers in tbe Key
stone area was made with support from tbe
Army Engineers and the Oklahoma Wild
life Conservation Department (92). This
report was concerned primarily with the
food and game species to the omission of
the smaller fishes. The ten species studied
are included in Linton's Table 2 (92). Of
primary interest in this connection is that
the study included. 19 specimens of the
paddlefish, PolyoJon spillhulll.

Blair and Windle (93) published a note
on the darter associates of Elheoslomtl
ertlg;,,; and thus contributed to knowledge
of the natural history and distribution of
several species.

During the summer of 1961, a preim
poundment survey of the Eufaula area was
conducted under the joint leadership of Dr.
Hague Lindsay and Mr. Alfred Houser with
the support of the Oklahoma Biological
Survey, the Oklahoma Fishery Research
Laboratory, and the Corps of Army Engi
neers. Field workers assigned to the leaders
were graduate and undergraduate students.
The specimens taken by the survey parties
were deposited in the Museum of Zoology,
University of Oklahoma. The results of the
survey have not yet been published. I was
particularly interested in a fine series of
young lelaJ"r"s I"retll"s from Gaines Creek.
Except for the single specimen reported by
Cross and Moore (9), these specimens are
the only ones I have seen from the Arkansas
River basin. Other specimens of interest
include a specimen of PolyoJon and several
records of Perc;". mtI&:Ulau from Gaines
Creek (personal communication from Dr.
Lindsay).

Dr. Lindsay and Mr. Bates were employed
by the Oklahoma Biological Survey to col
lect fishes from many areas of the state in
the summer of 1962. The results of this
work have not been published, but the
specimens are on deposit at the University
of Oklahoma. According to Dr. Lindsay
(personal communication) gaps in the dis
tribution of many species were filled.

Hadley and Carter (9'f) listed 46 species
of fishes from Salt Creek, a tributary of the



Arkansas River in western Osage County.
Later Hadley (95) added nine species to the
Salt Creek list bringing the total of known
species to 55, an impressive list for such a
small stream.' Of particular interest is his
account of a specimen of A.mhloplil~s

rupeslris and one Slizosle4;otI wlreum.
The rock bass possibly is explained by the
fact that the Oklahoma Department of
Wildlife Conservation had planted the
species in some streams of Osage County in
the 19405.

Moore and Riggs (46) listed 167 species
of fishes then known to have been taken
in Oklahoma. Five of these were indicated
as transplants that had not become establish
ed and an exotic species (Sillmo lrullll) was
inadvertently omitted. Also there is no proof
that .tf.rchosargus prohatocephalus and
Mugil cephalus have established populations
in Oklahoma. In another paper Riggs and
Moore (96) reported range extensions for
MoxostOm4 macrolepiJotum p;solahrum and
Perd1l4 shum4rdi. The specimens were
taken from the tailwaters of Lake Texoma.

1964 -1972

During the present decade a number of
publications important to the taxonomy of
Oklahoma fishes appeared. Gilbert (41),
working with the subgenus Luxilus, ac
cepted the characters demonstrated by
Hubbs and Moore (40) and recognized
Notropis pilsbryi as a full species, but did
not place Notropis cor"tltus in Oklahoma.
According to Gilbert, Notropis chrysoce
phttlus cbrysocephalus occurs in the Illinois
River and N.c. isolepis in tributaries of the
Red River. Perhaps further study will estab
lish ;solep;s as a full species. Miller (97)
did not agree with Gilbert in recognizing
chrysocephillus as a full species. Miller's
argument seems to be convincing. Blair (98)
gave an interesting discussion of z0o
geographic import regarding Elheostoma
crag;"i and its nearest relatives. Percitltl
shumardi was taken for the first time by
Riggs and Wade (99) in the Illinois River
close to its confluence with the Arkansas
River and about 50 miles west of the type
locality, the Arkansas River at Fort Smith.
MetIiJM tluJens, formerly believed to be
restricted to the Red River basin, was found
to be doing well in Boomer~ Payne
County in 1964 by Sisk and Stephens (100).
Specimens had been planted there by W. H.
Irwin in 1961. Appueody the species is
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spreading in the Arkansas River system
since Gomez and Lindsay (101) reponed
its presence in Keystone Reservoir and the
apparent replacement of Lttbitl~slbes by
MnUdi4 as found in Lake Texoma by
Dowell and Riggs (72). Wade (102) con
ducted a survey of Little River prior to
construction of the dam, in Cleveland
County, to impound Lake Thunderbird.

Moore and Kernodle (103) reponed the
largest chestnut lamprey, IcbtbJ'omyzo"
ctlsta"eus, on record. The specimen was
taken from its host, a carp, in an oxbow of
the Illinois River near Tahlequah.

Municipal sewage and land-usc practices
often effect changes in fish faunas. In an
effort to assess such changes, Wade and
Craven (104) compared their studies with
earlier surveys (36, 105) of the fishes of
Stillwater Creek in Payne and Noble coun·
ties. The work of Moore and Mizelle (36)
took place before impoundment of Lake
Carl Blackwell, whereas that by Cross
( 105) came after impoundmcnt and was
concerned with an increase in domestic
pollution. Between 1950 and 1966 thc sew·
age discharge into Stillwater Creek nearly
doubled. Moore and Mizelle listed 28 species,
Cross found 40, and Wade and Craven found
27. Probably the greater number of species
found by Cross can be attributed to the
stabilized flow between the dam and the
sewage outlet, made possible by a leaky
valve in the control tower at the dam.
Species taken by Cross but not by others
were: Notropis hle""ius, Pimephales tl()ttl
tus, Campostomtl anomlllum, Chaetl()hryttus
gulosus, and N otrop;s pi/shr,'; (accidental).
Six species, Notrop;s stramitleus, Phetlilo

&obius m;rahilis, Morotle &hrJsops, upomis
microwphus, L. megalotis, and .tf.plod;tIOtus
gru""ie"s, were found by Cross (105) and
Wade and Craven (104). but not recorded
by Moore and Mizelle (36). Four species,
Notropis girardi, Fundulus tIOltlIus, P.
ka"stle, and Pomox;s "igroma&ultttus, taken
by the earlier collectors, were not found by
Wade and Craven. Probably the differences
in species composition among the three
surveys can, in part, be explained by chance,
hut doubtless also by changes in the stream
quality caused by impoundment, increased
sewage discharge and lack of complete
sewage treatment, and changes in land use.

Branson (106) assembled all available
iofonnatioo on tbe fishes of the Neosho
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Ri~ syaem in Oklahoma, including ex
tenSive penonal collections. The Neosho
or Grand River is without doubc the richest
dver in Oklahoma. Branson listed 103
~.k~nfromtMriver~_maoo

added a supplemenwy list of 13 species
that M thought could be expected. Two
species included in the latter list, Nolurus
pltldtlus (as N. sp., then undescribed) and
A",blyops;s rOSM, have since been recorded
from tM area.

May and Gasaway (107) attempted to
identify larval and juvenile fishes, primarily
from Canton Reservoir. Their report in
cludes a preliminary key to identification
of larval Oklahoma fishes, descriptions of
some common species, a bibliography, four
line drawings, and 54 photographs.

Larval fishes from Lake Texoma were
studied by Taber (108), who illustrated early
life history stages of 17 species and discussed
their distribution and relative abundance.
Observations of spawning habiu were also
included.

The monograph on the genus Nolurus
by Taylor (20) was the most important
p.'ublication, pertinent to ichthyology in
Oklahoma, of the decade. This long-awaited
work includes detailed treatment of 23
.pecies including ten new to science and
ieven members of Oklahoma's fauna. One
~f the new species is NOlurus plilciJus from
the Neosho River and lower I1linois River.
Problems concerning identification of our
madtoms were solved.

On 12 June 1967, several large schools of
striped mullet, Mllgil &eph.lIIs, were ob
lIerved below Denison Dam by Hill and
Curd 0(9). They succeeded in taking ten
specimens with electro-fishing gear. The
mullet migrate into fresh water only during
the summer.

The confusing nomenclatural history of
the minnow genus H:rbopsh was reviewed
by Reno (110). This paper could be an
important starting point for studenu under
taking studies of a taxonomic nature in.
volving the Cyprinidae.

Although I have avoided mention of many
studies of fish populations, attention may be
called to such a study of the stilling basin
below Canton Reservoir by Moser and Hicks
( III ). There is • dearth of information on
distribution of fishes in western Oklahoma

aoo Moser and Hicks listed, by common
names, 20 species in their Tables 1-4. Un·
fortunately, they did not identify the few
minnows recovered, but merely stated that
they saw not more than a dozen.

N olropis girtlf'd; bas been known only
from the Arkansas River system aoo N.
bairdi only from upper reaches of the Red
River basin above Lake Texoma. Cross
( 112) reported a specimen of N. girtlf'di
from Wildhorse Creek, a tributary of the
Washita River in Garvin County. Cross
considered the possibility of transfer by
man, but did not rule out the possibility of
natural transfer from the South Canadian,
of the Arkansas ~stem, to the adjacent
Washita drainage.

Plantings of the threadfin shad, Doro
soma pelentmse, in the Arkansas River sys
tem in 1961 and 1970 have had poor success,
but Mensinger (113) reported four specie
mens below Robert S. Kerr Dam. He
suggested that the species may have come
from planted stock in Dardanelle Reservoir
via Ozark Reservoir.

Echelle, Shelton and Taber (114) listed
seven species as additions to the fish fauna
of the main body of Lake Texoma.

Up to the time of this writing (Novem
ber, 1972), I have seen only a few papers
on the taxonomy and distribution of Okla·
homa fishes which were published in 1972.
Gomez and Lindsay (101) on MenU/iii in
Keystone Reservoir and the Arkansas River
was mentioned ahove. The long expected ap
pearance of the Ozark cavefish, Amblyopsis
rOSM, in Oklahoma was finally reported,
independently, by Black (115) and Tafa·
nelli and Russell (116). Black's specimens
came from Twin Cave and Jail Cave, Dela
ware County, and Cave Springs Ranch Cave
near Miami, Ottawa County. Tafaoelli and
Russell took a specimen from a cave near
Miami and also reported on an unusual col·
lection made hy Eugene Han while he was
working on a floodwater retarding struc·
ture on the Whitewater Creek watershed in
Delaware County. About 20 fish were seen,
hut only five specimens were preserved and
are now in the Oklahoma State University
collections. One of Oklahama's most distinc
tive minnows, the pugnose minnow, long
known as Opsnfloeotllls emilitU. has heen
exhaustively studied by Gilben and Bailey
( 117) who recognized it as a subgenus of



NOlrof1is because most seneric characters,
considered valid in the past, are not con
sistently present or are shared by other
species of N~/ropis. One character, maxil
lary barbels, was found as a complete sur
prise although they discovered that some
other species of N oIropis also may have
barbels. IThe reader's attention is called
to the paper by Campos and Hubbs (118).
They demonstrated that the karyotypes of
OpsopoeoJus aDd N olropu are distiDctly
differeDt aDd stated that "syDoDymiziDg the
geDera may have beeD premature."I Natur
al intergeneric fish hybrids are rather rare.
Robison aDd Miller ( 119) reported a
cyprinid hybrid (Nolrop;s pilsbry; X
Pho:x;"us erylhrogasler) from Cloud Creek
at State Highway 116, Delaware County.
Fish larvae are ofteD perplexing, but im
portant. In May, 1950, Dr. Milton B. Traut
man, Milton R. Curd, and I took several
specimens of postlarval gars (Lepisosleus
spatuta) from a slough off Red River Dear
Bluff in Choctaw County. We believe that
our description (120) is of the YOUDgest
known example of the species.

Although I have attempted to cite all
publications directly pertiDeDt to the taxOD
omy and distribution of Oklahoma fishes,
doubtless some works have beeD overlooked.
However, I believe that credit has been
given to all authors aDd field party leaders
who have coDtributed to completioD of the
list of presently kDowD Oklahoma fishes.
In all probability the list is still iDcomplete.
I think Dew species may yet be described
from Oklahoma aDd some known forms may
be discovered iD the state. Investigations
DOW iD progress, such as that under the
leadership of Dr. Hague LiDdsay of the
UDiversity of Tulsa, may be expected to
coDtribute much to Oklahoma ichthyology.
Other preseDtly active work~rs iDclude Dr.
W. Frank Wade of SoutheasterD State Col
lege, Dr. Michael M. Stevenson of the
University of Oklahoma, Dr. Rudolph J.
Miller of Oklahoma State University, and
Mr. Warren Adams, aD undergraduate stu
deDt at the University of Tulsa, who (per
sonal communication) plans to assemble all
distributional records of Oklahoma fishes,
an ambitious undertaking_

Ichthyology iD Oklahoma will be en
hanced soon when a book now in press by
Miller aDd Robison (121) is made available.
Future students will find this work an
invaluable aid to the study of ichthyology.
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Since drastic changes in Oklahoma's water
resources already have been effected and
other projects are beiDg planned, it is in
evitable that changes in the fish fauna
should occur. Construction of dams on our
rivers has had a profound influence on the
fish fauna. Much habitat, formerly utilized
by many species, has been inundated so that
the raDges, particularly of riverine forms,
have beeD greatly reduced. Many species
adapted to live in riffle habitats have been
forced to move upstream or have been
extirpated from portions of their former
raDges. The damS and locks on the Arkansas
River may permit some species, previously
unknown in that draiDage system, to enter
Oklahoma. As indicated above, some evi
dence of such an invasion already exisits.
Dams, in the.abse?ce of locks, wi~1 hamper
upstream migrations to spawDlng Sites
formerly utilized, for example, by species
of Alosa. OD the other hand, lake-inhabiting
fishes can be expected to thrive and increase
iD abuDdaDce.

Time will tell to what extent we have
erred. Has it been uDfortunate to transplant
species iD our waters? Some introduced
forms may never succeed or may remaiD
innocuous though present. The fim trans·
plaDted species, the rainbow trout (Salmo
ga;rJneri), was doomed to failure as a self·
propagating species. However, in some
areas, a put-and.take fishery was established.
Other species such as the walleye SI;%O
sleJio" 1Jilreum, the striped bass, Morone
s""alik, and the northern pike, Bsox l"nus,
are of a doubtful nature and possibly will
never become abundant.

According to Lachner (122) exotic fishes
should Dever be released in tbe United
States, yet many have been. We now regret
that the carp, Cypri"us carpio, was brought
to the United States in 1831 by private
interests, yet we now permit other exotia
to be introduced. Fortunately the introduc
tion of the tench, Ti"ca ti"Cil, into Okla
homa in 1889-90 was a failure (123), but
maybe we shall regret the importation of
the grass carp, CletIOpharl"fodo1l Nku",
and the walking catfish, CltuUs blllrllCbus.

Continued studies by various asencies
and independent individuals can contribute
significantly, if comprehensive postim
poundment investigations are compated
with the preimpoundment sqrveyt already
on record.
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