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WESTERN DISTRIBUTION OF PLATANUS OCCIDENTALIS
L. (PLATANACEAE) IN OKLAHOMA

IobItt 'earce*
New Mexico Junior College, Hobbs, New Mexico

Extensive collections were made in Cen­
tral Oklahoma during the summers of 1963
and J96f to determine the western extent
of Platamu occident..l;s L. Collected speci­
mens were deposited in the Bebb Ilerbarium
at the University of Oklahoma.

P. occidcntaliJ (s)'camorc) was found near
creeks and rh'ers in the eastern halves of
Love, Carter, Muna~', Garvin, McClain,
Cleveland, Pontotoc, Seminole, Pottawato­
mic:, Lincoln, Logan, Payne, Pawnee, Kay,
and Grant Counties. This distribution, from
the Texas-<>klahoma border to the Kansas­
Oklahoma border, rcprc:sc:nts the western ex­
tent of the speeies in Oklahoma (Figure I ).

in a previous study by Little (I). (Six seed­
lings were planted in Caddo Canyon in
1964 and these Olav be assumed to be na­
tive by some investigators.) This plant
grows to the west of the 97°00' meridian
in its northern range. It is found growing
along the large crcck.'i and rivers, in an
area of 29 to 38.6 inches of precipitation
(2). The species will grow to a height of
30 to 70 ft and a diameter of 2.0 to 2., ft.
the largest in Oklahoma being 21 ft 2 inches
in circumference, 81 ft in height, with a
(f) ft spread (located ncar Sperry in Tulsa
Coun~')'
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