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WESTERN DISTRIBUTION OF PLATANUS OCCIDENTALIS
L. (PLATANACEAE) IN OKLAHOMA

Robert Pecrce*®

New Mexico Junior College, Hobbs, New Mexico

Extensive collections were made in Cen-
tral Oklahoma during the summers of 1963
and 1964 to determine the western extent
of Platanus occidentalis 1.. Collected speci-
mens were deposited in the Bebb Herbarium
at the University of Oklahoma.

P. occidentalis (sycamore) was found ncar
crecks and rivers in the castern halves of
Love, Carter, Murmay, Carvin, McClain,
Cleveland, Pontotoc, Scminole, Pottawato-
mie, Lincoln, Logan, Payne, Pawnce, Kay,
and Grant Countics. This distribution, from
the Texas-Oklahoma border to the Kansas-
Oklahoma border, represents the western ex-
tent of the specics in Oklahoma (Figure 1).
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Ficuaz 1. Distribution of Platanus occidentalis

L. in Oklahoma. —.— According to US.DA.

Handbook No. 271 (1965). According to
present study.

The known range of the sycamorc has been
extended in most places from that reported

in a previous study by Little (1). (Six sced-
lings were planted in Caddo Canvon in
1964 and these mav be assumed to be na-
tive by some investigators.) This plant
grows to the west of the 97°00° menidian
in its northern range. It is found growing
along the large crecks and rivers, in an
arca of 29 to 38.6 inches of precipitation
(2). The species will grow to a height of
30 to 70 ft and a diamcter of 2.0 to 2.5 ft.
the largest in Oklahoma being 21 ft 2 inches
in circumference, 81 ft in height, with a
69 ft sprcad (located ncar Sperrv in Tulsa
County).

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The author is grateful to Drs. Dovle An-
deregg and George Goodman, University
of Oklahoma, and to Dr. L. H. Bruncau.
Oklahoma Statc University, for aid and
council during this research.

REFERENCES

1. U. S. Department of Agriculture, Handbook No.
271, Silvics of Forest Trees of the United
States. U. S. Govt. Printing Office, Wash-
ington, D. C. 1965.

2. U. S. Department of Agriculture, Yearbook. Cli-
mate and Man. U. S. Govt. Printing Offices,
Washington, D. C. 1941.

* National Science Foundation High School Participant in Research at the University of Oklahoma, 1963

and 1964,
Proc. Okle. Acad. Sci. 50: 126 (1970)



	p126

