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EvIdence of Mountain Uons in the Ozark, Boston, and

Ouachita Mountains

lAMES C. LEWIS

OIdaboDia Cooperative Wildlife Rese.reb Unit, SWlwater

YO\lJ1l and Goldman (1946) reported the last known mountain lion
("IU ccmcolor) specimen taken In Oklahoma in 1852; lions continued to
ex1It in MlUourt late in the 19th century; observations occurred in Arkan
.... late aa 1920, and the species was rare or extinct in Louisiana in the
1840'.. More recently, C&halane (1964) reported on the status of cougars
1A the United States. He estimated a population of 10 in Louisiana but
did not comment on cougars in Oklahoma, Arkansas, or Missouri.

Oblervationa and specimens of cougar are tabulated (Table I) to
IUbftanUAte the exlatence of a small cougar population which is probably
contf&'u0Wl with the population in northwestern Louisiana.

Oblervationa are concentrated in eastern Oklahoma, western Arkansas
and lOuthem Mi880uri (Fig. 1). This area contains the Ozark, Boston,
and Ouachita Mountains, characterized by dense forest with moderate
human populationa, Although tactual evidence to support the observations
18 otten lacking, the reports by a number ot qualified persons cannot be
cUlcounted. The eastern Texas sightlngs are 80 far from the other obser
vaUou that they appear to be an eastward extension of the large cougar
population In lOuthweatem Texas.

With the continuing shift ot human populations to urban areas, habitat
acnaee expan810n through forest increase, and deer herd growth resulting
bl aD abundanee of one of the mountain llon's main toods, we can anUci
»ate the maintenance of a small cougar population in this part of the
11Dlted stat..

TABLE I. EvIDENCE OF COUGAR, 1948-68

-------------------------------

Arll.

Mo.

Evidence

Specimen in 1968, plaster casta ot tracks
in 1853, many observations reported
1861-87.

Specimen in 1949, slghUnga in 1. coun
ties. 1949-19M. atghUnga 1968 and 1982
amona more reliable recent observa
tiona. Specimen 1969.

Stchtinp in 1965 and 1988 are among
the more reU&ble.

Specimen In 1948, JdChttDp UH8 and
lOGO among more reliable.

Speclmen iD 1-' tracb 19GO. 196f,
IIChUDp.

Lut speclmea taken 19CM. otber ant
mala reporteclJy lWpOIUIIbIe tor recent
ooupr atptIDp.

Reference

Lewis, 1968 & 1969
Merrifield, 1953

Lewis, 1989
Sealander, 1951
Ie 1956, Noble, 1970

Lewis. 1989
Robb.19M
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Goertz and Abegg,
1988; 8t. Amant, 1959

Linger. pent.
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