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A Study of the Community Power Structure

of Durant, Oklahoma
JOHN KOZLOW, Southeastern State CoUece, Durant

This study is an attempt to explore the community power structure
of Durant, Oklahoma. The study tonnulates the hypothesis that organi
zational influence in Durant will follow a hierarchical pattern which wUI
be consistent from issue to issue. The methodology used in this study is
similar to that developed by Wagner et aI. (1964:) In a study of Okla
homa City.

Durant is a county seat of approximately 11,000 people, located In
rural southeastern Oklahoma. It has a council-manager system of govern
ment and is in an economically underdeveloped area. Fanning and ranch
ing are among the chief means of livelihood for many people in the county;
the primary business in town is retail trade. One of Oklahoma's six
state colleges is located here.

PRoCEDURE

Testing of the hypothesis was done by first selecting issues of local
interest. Thirteen groups were then chosen to be ranked in relative posi
tion to each other on their assessed influence on each of these iasues and
because they are common groups which can be found in towns of com
parable size.

The "panel of experts" approach was used for the ranking of the
groups. Twenty judges were selected trom a list of men who were pos
sible jUdges on the basIs of their assumed knowledge ot Durant. Thfa
group represents a cross section of the leaders of the town. JUdges
were selected in such a manner as to prevent any jUdge from betnf in
volved with more than three of the groups ranked (lee Wagner e aI.,
19M) . Each jUdge was asked to rank each interest group on its relative
influence on each issue. A mean rank score tor each group on each
iasue was then calculated (Table 1).

REBuL'1'8

A clearer picture ot the results can be seen by converting the meaM
of Table I into simple rank order by giving a rank of one to the loweat
lII.ean score and 80 on (Table U).

The level of coD8iBtency of the rankings was tested by stau.t1ca1
Ull1Y8iB. using Kendalls' 008111eifmt 01 OOflCOt'tIGnce W. The data yielded
a :tatlat1ca1ly Idgnitlcant degree (W = OM, P < 0.01) of concordaDee of
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T.QUI I. ~ R.AJfK .. I1ACJJ or TBDiAN GIlOUPS ON EACH or Nnn:
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-Means are not all baaed on the same N since some judges disquallfted
themaeJvea tor Judglng the Intluence of 80me groups.

"l-8cJ1oo1 CouolidaUon
I-Oty Sal.. Tax
8-Oty 8wtmmlng Pool
4-l'aculty Integration
G School Bond :b8u.

8-Water sewage Issue
7-8treet CoD8tructlon
8--Electlona
9--Crlme-Legal Code

r&Db. '.l'1U8 may repl'eleDt a more aign1tlcant level ot agreement thaD
the 'IV of 0.17 obtalDed In the Wagner et al. (1",) study, because of the
.....ter DUIIlber of lauea &Ild ID8t1tutlolUl 1'Ulked. The Oklahoma City
Rudy covered 10 poupe on only tour laauee.

The mean rank ot each orp,nlzaUon on au iuues, converted Into
aimple ranb, la ahown In Table m. TIle radio and newspaper were
poul*l toeether Into local n.... media to more euUy reach conclualons
~ the IDfJueDce of the DeWII media. The8e CODClWlloIUI are as
NIOWII:
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TABLE D. SIMPLE RAN~ FOR EACH OF THIIP:I'I:BN GRoUPS ON EACH 01' NINJa
I8sUES.

-I 2 3 " IS e 1 8 •
SChool 1 10 8 1 3 9 10 18 11
Board

Veterans 13 13 12 13 13 13 12 9 11
OrganizatiODS

Radio 3 3 3 3 2 3 3 2 "Newspaper 2 2 1 " 1 2 2 1 2

LiODS 8 IS " 8 6 IS " 7 8
Club

County IS 9 10 10 11 10 8 3 8
Officers

Ministers 10 8 9 6 10 8 9 10 IS

Rotary 9 6 6 9 8 6 6 8 9

College 7 11 11 2 7 11 11 12 18
Administration

Professional 6 " IS 7 IS " 5 IS 3
People

Kiwanis 11 7 7 11 9 7 7 11 10

Business " 1 2 5 " 1 1 " 1
Leaders

Democratic 12 12 13 12 12 12 18 8 7
Party

·l-8chool Consolidation
2-C1ty Sales Tax
3-City Swtmming Pool
4-Faculty Integration
5-School Bond Issue
6-Water 8ewqe Issue
7-8treet Construction
8-ElectloDS
9-Crlme-Legal Code

(2) - Whlle the level of consistency 18 high (W = 0.504), it HeDl8
that the power hierarchy is flexible enough to permit some variaUon on
certaln tssues. This indicates that any change in the statua quo would
require support from these two groups except on all but the most intensely
desired changes.

(8) - TIle high ranking of the new. media may not be an accurate
rank. WhIle the news media does have a high level of influence, 1t Been'UI
that th18 18 due to the news media being the organ of the buatnesa leaden
for the public expression of their feelings.

(') - The buslness leader group HeD18 actually to conm.t of leV-
era] levels. Th18 observation will require further atudy for verlftcatJon.
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TAIla .m OOJdlO8l'l'B RAn or GIrOtJp INrLUBNCB IN DUKAN'I' ON ALL 18
8nI.

1 Local NewII MedIa

2 ~Lea4en

8 ProfeutonaJ People

• Ltcma Club

a RotaJ1aDa

• School Board

7 County ottlc1ala

8 MiJ1Wten and Church Leaden

9 Klwanta Club

10 CoUege AdminlItraUon

11 Democrat Party

12 Veterans OrpnlzaUon

Mean Rank

2.8M

2.875

6.500

6.250

8.370

8.380

9.250

9.375

10.000

10.625

12.375

12.625

DISCUSSION

The l'88u1ta of th1a study Indicate that the hypothesis is true. A weak·
neg in the method seems to be that some rankings are not in keeping
with the actual situaUon. Validation techniques will have to be estab
llshed to demonatrate that a judge's percepUon of a hierarchy is accurate.
A conclU8ion reached la that some Interest groups were perhaps ranked not
aa to their real Infiuence but as to what the judge felt their infiuence
should be.

SUMMARY

ThlI paper la an attempt to determine the nature of the power struc
ture in Durant by examlnlng the Infiuence of organized groups on certain
tau.. ThlI stUdy Indicates that there 18 a hierarchical structure of group
power in Durant which la consistent from one lssue to another. A num
ber of conc1U8lona are reached concerning the community power structure
of Durant. Th... conc1u81ons point to a need for a further study to
either refute or verify these conchmons as several questions were raised
by the study. It would appear that the method. which to date bas been
uecl only in the study of large clUes, is a fruitful area for research in a
IIU11 town 8UCh .. Durant.
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