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Numeroua petroglyph. are present in Cimarron County, Oklahoma,
aDd adjacent areu in Colorado and New Mexico. Petroglyphs are a
fonn of peeked. tncl8ed, or carved writings in rockcUtts, cave wall, or
larKe bouldera (Renaud. 1938). Pictographs and petroglyphs, too long
nejlected by many archaeolog18ts, should be systematically collected and
p.....rved whUe they are sun available (Erwin, 1930; Renaud, 1938).

ODly two altes are reported in this paper, although several otben
were oblIervecl. Both sites are within one Dille of the foot of Black Mea
In Oklahoma (J'!C. 1).

8lteI: Tbla cave 18 located on the north side of an eroded mesa
about 75 It above ttl baae overlooking the Cimarron River at the mouth
of North Carrlsozo Creek. The entrance Is about 4 ft wide and 8 ft high.
Tbe ....teat width of the cave Is about 5 It and the maximum depth is
about 7 It. TIle dirt floor of the cave Is only a few inches deep 80 the
pet:nJclJpJIa are weD above the present level of deposition within the cave.

'ItdI cave c:ontalna two major types of petroglyph&.

SooMorJIMc Bt;~The8e consist of two horned quadrupeds.
BotIa appear to be bIaon and are portrayed In prome showing all tour legs
(I'Ip.J- aDd a)•

•~ Bepreaetatcatiotla-There are a number of these consi8t·
.. prlmarIq of & eertea of 1lDea either croued or parallel (Figs. 4, 5. and').

'I'M bI8cm are deeper budde the cave and mow reJatlvely greater depth
III tile IUldItcme tJw1 the more weathered Une drawfDp near the entrance.

~~u. .Oo 4ft troa tM ZooIop ~Dt. Ok..... State UDl..r~
".............. IooIou~.. UDlftl'8lt~ of Wpaiq. Larulk
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Figure L Map of location of petroglyph uta.
Site n: Thill alte 18 located In a rock cutf about 20 tt hlp and'PproX1mately {()() ft long (Fig. 1). The cllft parallels North carrlzozoCftek about 300 ft .. of the creek bank. Site n ia approximately ODemile north of Site L Natural rock overhaDp and erosion have 1'e8Ultecl inl n:.unber of "caVeII" In thia cllff. Petroglypbl are numeroWL
AtltAr~ SIJlIUdtfoM-Tbere are JleVera1 ftIure8 repre.teJltIUhur,lana at th1a locatfoD (J'lp. 1, 8, 9, 10, aDd 11). TheN couI8t otIbt'lle straight JlDea except for their heau and baDd8 (?). J'lpre 10 ia
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I'lcurea 2 • 18. Freehand sketches of petroglyph8 from the Black Mesa
Area of Cimarron County, Oklahoma. Figures 2 - 6 from
Cave I and 7 • 18 from Cave II.

d1tferent from the other human representations in that it is composed
ent1rely of curved linea. Figure 11 appears to be a human on a horse.
The hone Identttta the maximum age ot that particular petroglyph. This
Sa the only portrayal of a horae at this location. Petroglyphs of horses
IMm to be rare in th1a area of Oklahoma.

~1Uc Btv"'t~- Two interesUng animal drawings were
towacl at~ lite. One appears to be a bison (Fig. 12) and the other a
»orcUPIDe (? ) (FIg. 18). The ribs of. the bison are prominent. ThiJ
bI8oD-.. of a dlfferent lItyle than those of lUte I .

•~~Tbe molt numerous type of petro
~ are In thJa category. Some of these are quite elaborate when com
pared to thoH of Site L Th-. (Figs. 14 and 15) posalbly represent some
thIDa more than a mere 1I8I'l.. of linea. Figure 18 is a very common
t)'pe of lncUbIg COII8i8tIDC of a holUontal line with a series ot vertical
llDeI above It. 0Dly a IaIIlple of the petroglyphs found at Site II are
lnc1u4ed benlD.

~.
..... m&Dy probleJD8 IIi ld8D.tlflcatlon and tnterpretattOlL

fte cuce of petroglypha remaiDa ob8cure: such symboUmns are
IDdlvldual1ltlc aDd precl8e meualDg, It any, was known onlY to

01ijIDal utI8t. SOme of the petroglypha obviously represent ceita1D
Objeota wIaUe otberI appear to be mere 8Cl'ibbUnp. Petroglyph8 cannot
~ :eIated with tM~ of implemen~ or artItacta found in strati
~ ..~ It cumot be uaumed tbat the cave IDhabitanta w....re
..~.... ortbem.



SOCIAL SCIENCES 141

An attempt was made to locate 8imllarittes between theBe and other
~ t'Oup drawings In Oklahoma, Colorado, and New Mexico. Moat of thoee
figures exhibit liWe artlstlc merit in comparlaon with thoee described by
Renaud (1936) from adjacent areas and states. No obvious aimllarlttea
were found between the figures here described and those of other areas.
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