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Some Petroglyphs from the Black Mesa Area of

Cimarron County, Oklahoma'

TIM W. CLARK?, Zoology Department,
Oklahoma State University, Stillwater

Numerous petroglyphs are present in Cimarron County, Oklahoma,
and ad t areas in Colorado and New Mexico. Petroglyphs are a
form pecked, incised, or carved writings in rockcliffs, cave wall, or
hrio boulders (Renaud, 1936). Pictographs and petroglyphs, too long
neglected by many archaeologists, should be systematically collected and
preserved while they are still available (Erwin, 1930; Renaud, 1936).

Only two sites are reported in this paper, although several others
were observed. Both sites are within one mile of the foot of Black Mesa
in Oklahoma (¥ig. 1).

Site I. This cave 18 located on the north side of an eroded mesa
about 78 ft above its base overlooking the Cimarron River at the mouth
of North Carrizozo Creek. The entrance is about 4 ft wide and 6 ft high
'l'.::u{mhlt width of the cave is about 5 ft and the maximum depth is

7 ft. The dirt floor of the cave is only a few inches deep so the
petrogiyphs are well above the present level of deposition within the cave.

This cave contains two major types of petroglyphs.

Zomht:c bestyunﬁon;—'rheee m:on:;s:n of two horned m;drupleds.
Both bison and are rofile showing our
(Figs. g and 8). portray P &

Miscelloneous Representations—There are a number of these consist-
I‘l;(prhnsﬂlyotsuﬂuofnneseithercmudorpamnel (Figs. 4, 5, and

The bison are deeper inside the cave and show relatively greater depth
in the sandstone than the more weathered unedmwingnnezrthe entrance.
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Figure 1. Map of location of petroglyph sites.

Site II: Thlns!telslocatedlnarockcuftaboutzotthlghand
approximately 400 ft long (¥Fig. 1). The cliff parallels North Carrizozo

Anthropomorphic Stylizations—There are several figures represen
hwoang at” this location (Figs. 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11). These comm&

'imolestrugmnne.exeepttormneaamdnm (7). Figure 10 is
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Figures 2 - 16. Freehand sketches of petroglyphs from the Black Mess
Area of Cimarron County, Oklahoma. Figures 2 - 6 from
Cave 1 and 7 - 16 from Cave II.

different from the other human representations in that it is composed
entirely of curved lines. Fligure 11 appears to be a human on a horse.
The horse identifies the maximum age of that J)articular petroglyph. This
is the only portrayal of a horse at this location. Petroglyphs of horses
seem to be rare in this area of Oklahoma.

Stylisations — Two interesting animal drawings were

found at site. One appears to be a bison (Fig. 12) and the other a

roeupine (?) (Fig. 13). The ribs of the bison are prominent, This
is of a different style than those of Site I.

Misoellaneous Representations—The most numerous type of petro-
are in this category. Some of these are quite elaborate when com-
m to those of Site I. These (Figs. 14 and 15) possibly represent some-

more than a mere series of lines. Figure 16 is a very common
type of incising consisting of a horisontal line with a series of vertical
lines above it. Only a sample of the petroglyphs found at Site II are

|

i

raise many problems in identification and interpretation.
The cance of petroglyphs remains obscure; such symbolisms are
individualistic and meaning, if any, was known only to

original artist. Some of the petroglyphs obvlwﬂ;erepment certain
objects while others appear to be mere scribblings. trogiyphs cannot
"‘W"‘“‘..‘;‘u‘.‘:... I amnat ‘bo aavmmed that e save omitante were

cave we
2 makers of them.
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An attempt was made to locate similarities between these and other
group drawings in Okiahoma, Colorado, and New Mexico. Most of those
figures exhibit little artistic merit in comparison with those described by
Penaud (1936) from adjacent areas and states. No obvious similarities
were found between the figures here described and those of other areas.
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