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A Note on Compensatory Nesting Behavior of Scissor-Tailed
Flycatchers in a Disturbed Area

MARVIN L. aDd BETH H. MAYS,
UniYenlt, 01 Oklahoma, Norman

On 31 May 1-' whUe driving along U. S. Highway 82 and 277, be­tween Wlehlt& Fal1e and Seymour, Texas, we were impressed by whatNemecl to be an unuaually large number of SClssor·tai1ed Flycatchel1(.tIIrivora lor/ntG) natlng on telephone poles. Closer observation re­vealed that moat of the meequlte trees, which represented the tallest andaJmoet the only treu In that area. had been poisoned and killed to the~ ..veraJ yean before. Net growth averaged 6 to 8 ft high. (Fig·

Wlthln a dlatance of four roUes. from two mllea southwest of Holllcia~'to the city llmlt,a of Manklna in Archer County, we counted 130 telepho Itpo&ea bavina an anupment of croubar braces, additional wire au ')­porta. lDauJaton. aDd wine all of which came together below the CfOf'S'
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Figure 1. Recovery of mesquite trees in a previously poisoned area.

Figure 2. Compensatory nesting site of Scissor-tailed Flycatcher.



44 PROC. OF 11IE OKLA. ACAD. OF SCI. FOR 1967

...... TIda partJcuJar ccmticuraUon apparently lent itself well as a nesting

.... (".. 2). On mo« of the 89 apparently current nests, an adult bird

....... N-u were m08t otten on at least every other pole; however.
III ...... lutaDca .. many as three nests were observed in succession.
aDd wttJdJI 180 tt of each other. Many male Scia8or-talled Flycatchers
... I'8ItinC 011 w1rN between pole. and some were seen on the crossbars.

A1~ the oecutonal occurrence of Sc:ssor-talled Flycatchers nest·
.. on telephone poles bu been reported (Peterson, 1963; Sutton, 1967)
aDd we bad ..en it before, never had tha number and proximity of nests
been 10 obvioua. It appeared to ~ that these birds, having been depriVed
01 tbe!r recuJar nMUnc .ites in the mesquite trees, had selected the next
bMt litea in tile area.

Recently, 24 November 1967, we had occasion to be driving through
th1a area apJn and counted 16 neats on the same poles. Although the
-.quite tren are continuing to recover and some birds may be nesting
III UMm .,alII, there may be too few trees with sufficient height aVailable
to accommodate aU of the nesting pairs. We wonder, however, it these
...rd8 may not have extended their nesting-site niche.
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