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The need tor a compUation of data on the amphibians and repUlesof
Pontotoc County 18 evident when It 18 reallzed that no such study has ever
been undertaken. Recent d1Btrlbutlonal accounts on the herpetology of
Oklahoma (Webb. 19~; carpenter. 19M and 1958; McCoy, 1960& and
lHOb; and Carter. 1968) pointedly verity that thls area of the state hu
lema been DeI'1ected by eerloUB students of vertebrate fauna. Such studies
provide a contribution to a better understanding of herpetological rela­
Uonahlpa throuchout the state.

Thla 18 not CODIldered a termlnal report, as further field co1lectlDg
Is expected to add to the G8 forma reported here. A larger series of specl­
meIUI 18 needed to make "adequate sub8pec1flc diagnosis for six of the
sped_ reported. EcoIOlical and ethological studies for many of the
forma III tIwI area could add much needed information for a better under­
Ita,.",. of relatloDahlpa aDd dl8trlbutlon patterns In the state.
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We express appreciation to R. G. Webb of Texas Western College
who examined many of the repWes, and to D. M. Davia of Duke UnIver­
sity who examined all specimens of Bumeee.s. McCoy (1958) ball pre­
sented an ecological description of the county.

In the following annotated Ust we present loca11ti. and dates tor
those forms not previously reported in the literature or it only a few
specimens are available. Literature citations are given for those forma
previously reported. An asterisk (.) precedes those reported for the fint
time. Unnumbered items were added after press time.

AMPHIBIA: CAUDATA

Amb1stomatldae

1. Amby8toma tszo"um (Matthes). Small-mouthed salamander.
several larvae from temporary terrace pools 7 mUes NE of Ada (W. A.
carter, 19 June 1965)

SALIENTIA

PelobaUdae
·Scaphiopu.8 hurteri Strecker. Hurter's spadefoot. Several taken at

night during rain (W. A. carter, J. C. I4gon, G. 8aundel"8, 12 April 1967).

Bufonidae
1. Bufo t6TT68triB cMrZe3mUM Bragg. Dwarf American toad.

Common, especially in eastern one-half of county.
·2. Bufo cognatus Say. Great Plalns toad. A sIngle specimen

from 4 miles NE of Ada (D. C. Flowers, 10 July 1966).
3. Bufo w. woodhouaei Girard. Rocky Mountain toad. Common

county-wide.

B,Udae
4. Hyla ver.sicolor Le Conte. Gray treefrog. Bragg (1958) shows

the county in an area of an intergrading population of B. v. 'V6T8wolor
Le Conte and B. 'V. chry808cella Cope. Most frequently collected in the
eastern part of the county in woodlands associated with streams or
ponds.

5. Acri8 gryllus blanchard; Harper. Blanchard's cricket frog.
Very abundant in any aquatic habitats county-wide.

6. P88Udae7'i8 cZarki (Balrd). Spotted chorus frog. Fifteen speci­
mens from 7 miles NE of Ada (W. A. Carter; 28 May 1964, 11 April 19M,
24 Aprll 1966).

7. P8eudacri8 etreckeri Wright and Wright. Strecker's chorus
frog. Specimens from January to April and one in september.

RaDidae
Raft4 Go areolGta Baird and Girard. Southern crayflah frog. Bragg

and Smith (1943).
·8. RafUJ clamUaM Latreille. Bronze frog. A. a1ngle specimen

from spring-ted Sheep Creek, a tributary of Clear Boggy, 2 miles S of
Fittstown (W. A. Carter and R. Cox. 2 June 1966). Nearest 10caUty rec­
orda are for R. c. clamftaM from John8ton County (Taylor, 196C5). How­
ever, more specimens are needed before a sUbspecttlc detennlnatlon ..
made for Pontotoc County.

9. RCIfICI ptpfeu SChreber. Leopard frog. Common, county-Wide,
In any aquatic habltata. Subepecltlc determination not attempted.

10. RGtIG cate8befafIG Shaw. Bulltrog. Common, county-Wide, In
aquatic babltatL
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lIIerolqUdae
11. JltcroAJllG carolwMW olwGCeG (Hallowell). Great Plains nar·

row-mouthed toad. Probably county-wide. Specimens from open grus..
~ and upland po8t oak-blackjack oak woodlands.

REPTILES: CHELONIA

Chel)'drldae
1. 01aeZlltlra B. BerpenttM (Linnaeus) . Common snapping turtle.

(Webb,1962) Common county·wtde.

2. JfGCrOCWm1l8 temm(ncki (Troost). Alligator snapping turtle.
'!be only record" that of Webb (1952) based on a photograph (Okla1Krm.G
GamtJ and 1i'Vh NfttN, May 1951, p. 12) of an "86-pound turtle from Blue
River, Pontotoc County."

KlDosternidae
8. SfemotA6f'UB odorotU8 (Latreille) . Stinkpot. Carter (1966)

reported a single specimen from the county. Several were taken from
Wtntermntth (Ada City) Lake In Ada (18 November 1966) as the lake
wu drained in a fish management program.

••. X(nostenwn I. Ilave8cen.tJ (Agassiz). Yellow mud turtle. Three
from 10 mlles W of Ada in temporary terrace pools (T. G. Henry, 8 May
1988).

6. X'noatemon BKbmbmm hjppOCTepi.! Gray. Mississippi mud
turtle. (Carter, 1966) Specimens from eastern part of county only.

EmydJdae

8. Terra,eM o. omata (Agassiz). Ornate box turtle. (Carter,
1968) County-Wide, more common in open upland areas.

7. Terropene carol'M triungtd8 (Agassiz). Three-toed box turtle.
(Webb, 19G2) COmmon county-wide.

8. P.set&demYB scripta elegoM (Wied). Red-eared turtle. (Carter,
1988) Common county-Wide in ponds.

-9. PBetldemYB fioridafUJ hoy! (Agasslz). Missouri sUder. Several
specimens, both adults and young, from Wintersmith Lake in Ada (18
November 1988).

Trlonychldae

10. TriOftys "'(/er Aorlweg( (Conant and Gom). Western spiny
IOttahell. (Carter, 1986) Only three specimens from northern part of
county drained by South canadian River.

-11, Ttiotlyz ""/er emory( (Agassiz). Texas spiny softshell. Only
two &peelmena from southern part of county in Clear Boggy Creek drain­
ace area. One from 8.6 mUes S of Ada (J. Maughn. 9 October 1965) and
one from Wlnter8m1th Lake in Ada (W. A. carter, 18 November 1966).

-12. TrioIlSl" "'uIku (LeSueur). Smooth softsbell. several taken
from 1ba110w pools along South Canadian River (T.S.E. Lewis and J. Delao
et al.. 18 July 1He).

LACERTILIA

lnaDldae
L' OrotapAwtu c. collarit (Bay). Eastern collared lizard. (Webb.

1861) Common III rocky areu.
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2. 8celoporua undulatue (Latreille). Fence lizard. (Webb, 1952
and McCoy, 1960& and 1961). McCoy designated the spec1men examJned
from this county ce••• typical of S. u. hyaettath'taU8 (Greer) but on ge0­
graphical grounds probably comes from an intergradlent population." An
adequate series may show S. u. garmata' Boulenger in the northwestern
comer of the county along the South Canadian River.

3. Phryt&08oma comtdum (Harlan). Texas horned Uzard. (Car­
ter, 1966) Known from areas with sparse cover.

Sclncldae
4. Lyg08UTna laterale (Say). Ground skink. (Carter, 1966) com­

mon county-wide.

5. Bumecea jaaciatua (Linnaeua). Fiv~lined sk1nk. (Carter,
1966) Common county-wide in woodlands.

·6. Eumece8 obaoletus (Baird and Girard). Great Plains skink.
One from 5 miles S of Ada (W. T. Frye, 20 April 1966) and 4 from 5 miles
S of Fittstown (J. R. Chowins et al.~ 9 May 1966). All in the limestone
outcroppings.

• 7. Eumeces septentr'onalts obtuair08tm (Bocourt) . Southern
prairie skink. Two miles SE of Ada ('W. A. Carter and S. Pierce, 3 April
1965); 10 miles W of Ada (J. L. Arter, 25 April 1966); 0.5 miles SE of
Ada (R. Cox, 30 May 1966).

·8. Bumeces latweps (Schneider). Broad-headed skink. One from
2 miles S of Ada on bridge over Lake (= upper Clear Boggy) Creek (J.
Craig, 16 May 1966).

TeUdae
9. Onemwophorua sexlineatua (Unnaeus). Six-lined racerunner.

(Carter, 1966) County-wide in open sandy areas.

Anguldae

10. Ophtsaun£8 a. attenuatus Baird. Western slender glass llzard.
(Carter, 1966). Few scattered records from grasslands and woodland­
grassland ecotone areas.

SERPENTES

Leptotyphlopldae
.1. Leptotyphlop8 d. dulci8 (Balrd and Girard). Plains bl1nd snake.

Two from 5 miles S of Ada in limestone outcrop area (J. L. Arter, C. W.
Johnson and V. H. Harmon, 20 May 1966). Both with anterior 8upralablal
entire on both sides.

2. Leptotyphlop8 dulctB d£B8ecta (Cope). New Mexico bUnd snake.
(Webb, 1952) A second specimen recently taken from the same area, CS
miles S of Fittstown in Umestone area (J. R. Chowins, 6 AprU 1966).

• LeptotyphlopB d. dulclB X L. duwi8 d4B8ecta. Hybrid bUnd snake.
Two specimens just S of Fittstown (V. H. Harmon, 8 April 1967), one
with supralabials 2 R, 1 L, the other 1 R, 2 L.

Colabrldae
3. Coluber COtaBtrictor jla1JWentriB say. Eutem yellow-beWed

racer. (McCoy, 196Ob) Common county-wide.
4. DfadopMs punctatus amy' Kennlcott. Pralrle ringneck make.

(carter, 1966) Very common county-wide, more frequent in woodlands
and woodland-gra.uJand ecotones.
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• BltJpM gtltttJta. ernDrY' Baird and Girard. Great PIatns rat snake.
One from 10 m!. SW ot Ada (G. Morgan. 27 October 1967).

6. BZt:J,M o. obeol6ta. (Bay). Black rat snake. (carter,1966) Com­
mon county-wide, eepeclally In woodlands and near tarm buildings.

8. BtJldeG etritJtulG (Unnaeua). Rough earth snake. (carter,
1988) Common county-wide in open woodlands.

-7. Ba.ld«J va.l67ia.6 elega.M (Kenntcott). Western earth snake.
Two 8peCimeJUl: 1 trom 8 miles NE ot Ada (J. E. caton, 1 May 1965)
and 1 from 6 mU_ S ot Fittstown (J. C. Ligon, 6 April 1966).

8. Beterodcm p. plGtt/Th'noe (Latrellle). Eastern hognose snake.
(carter, 1966) Not trequenUy encountered; only four specimens collected.

./

9. LGmpropel& c. ca.llfga.ster (Harlan). Prairie kingsnake. (car­
ter, 1966). Collected in graaslands and ecotone areas county-wide.

10. LGmpropelty getultuJ holbrook. SteJneger. Speckled kingsnake.
Collected in woodlands and ecotone areas county-wide.

11. )fa.atkopMe I. llagellum (Shaw). Eastern coachwhlp. (Webb,
1962) Common county-wide in open areas.

12. Na.triz r. rhoml»lera. (Hallowell). Diamond-backed water snake.
(Carter, 1966) Fairly common in aquatic habitats county-wide.

18. Na.tm erythroga.ater tmtlilt7erea. (Hallowell). Blotched water
make. (carter, 1966) Very abundant in aquatic habitats county-wide.

14. Opheodrye a.eatit7u ma.ja.lja Burger. Western rough green
lI1&ke. (carter, 1966) Most commonly collected in wooded or brushy
areu Dear ponds and streams.

16. ~ttwph" ca.tettjfer aa.yi (Schlegel). Bullanake. (carter. 1966)
A second specimen recenUy collected from 8 miles ENE ot F1ttstown (F.
Vincent, 22 August 1966)

18. Semora e. epjecopa. (Kenn1cott) . Great Plains ground snake.
(Webb, 1962) CountY-wide, moat common in limestone outcrops. Most
are unicolored ot red·brown or gray-brown; only two With black trans­
verse bars; one with the bright red-orange ground color.

·B"peig'lettG torqutJta. texa.na SteJneger. Texas night snake. Two
trom Byrd's M1ll Spring area, S of Fittstown (V. H. Harmon, 14 April
198'1; W. A. Peek, 26 June 1967). Thla represents a slgnlflcant eastward
extenalon ot known range in the state.

17. Bforena. a1cGY' fe2:GftCI Trapido. Texas brown snake. (Carter,
1988) The five specimens collected are from open wooded areas.

• 18. TCItIWlG gradHa Baird and Girard. Flat-headed snake. Insut­
tlclent aries avallable to make sub8peclftc diagnosis. From Webb (1952)
and Kim et a.I. (1949), the county is probably an overlap area tor T. g.
gractHa BaIrd and Girard and T. g. 1aa.DowelU Cope.

.19. 2'MtMOPMa _tIf'Uu prodtnu say. Western ribbon BDake.
Several lIJ)eClmeu available from over the county, DlO8tly &88Oclated with
aquaUc habitat-. .

... n-u.o,~ .wtaJU pat'ietGlU Say. Red-alded garter make.
'Dae t.." epeclmcma avallable are from aquaUc babitat-.

21.~ ...,.. G~ Ramsey. Central 1lDed
..... (carter, 1881). ~ IIlx specimens avalJable are from Ada.
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CrotaUdae

71

-22. Andstrodota CotatortN (Llnnaeus). Copperhead. In view of
the 8 speclmens at hand, we tentatively feel it beat to regard all as inter­
grades of A. c. laticitteoo Gloyd and Conant and A. o. mokeaota Daudin.
Taken in rocky wooded areas.

-Orotaltul horridus Linnaeus. Timber rattler. One taken on Rhynes
Ranch in SE comer ot county (C. W. Braun, 80 March 1968). Middorsal
scale count (25 rows) and color pattern suggests O. h. atncaudGtU8,' how­
ever, we teel 8ubspeeitic determination unwise until a large series is avail­
able.

-28. OrotaJUiB atro% Baird and Girard. Western diamondback. We
have one specimen from the limestone area 9 miles SE of Fittstown (F.
Vincent, 22 March 1966). Several other larger specimens have been
taken there but were not preserved.

2.. 8iBtmnta mU,«nU8 streckeri Gloyd. Western pigmy rattler.
No specimens taken other than the one reported by carter (1966)
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