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SECTION 8, GEOLOGY

Natural Landmarks - Place Na..... - Glau Mountain 

Hill, in the Cimarron River Drainage Basin of

Northwestem Oklahoma
A. c. SHEADI, UnivenltJ of Oldahoma, Norman

A natural landmark 18 a prominent, more or leu permanent, feature
of the landscape that may serve as a geographic reference point. Glau
Mountain (Fig. I) is a speclf1c example of 8uch a marker. Thl8 place
name could be found, after a careful search, pla1nly labeled as such, on
but one map by Gould (1~). On th1B map tt was shown to be near the
etmarron River between two of ttl tributaries. Skull (Cheyenne) Creek
and the Cottonwood Creek branch of the Skunk Creek tributary. '!be
relationships of these streams are shown on a drainage map in Snlder
(1917). The Glass Mountain landmark is thus located with reference to
the other natural landmarks just mentioned The Gould map &lao IhoWl
to the southeast, the town of Fairview, Major County, but the lCale of
the map does not permit an accurate estimate of the dtstance involved.
However, a map of Major County (Snider, 1911:148) IhOWB J'alrvlew,
Major County, Oklahoma, located approximately 8~ air mUea to the
80Utheast of a large butte with the Cottonwood creek mentioned above,
between. This roughly triangular butte with an area of approximately one
square mUe is in NCB. 28 and sa T. 22N. R. liW. It has a pronounced
northwest face. The "Glass Mountain" geologic lection (Gould, 19OG:tK)
was probably taken here. A smaller butte is located a short diatance
northwest of the larger one in NE J4 sec. 29 T. 22N. R. l8W. It Sa th1a
one, or a peak on the large one, that is often ptctured in photographa
entitled "Glass Mountain" (Gould 1904:6') (Fig. I, th1a paper).

Suffel's (1980) map locates the larger butte with reuonable accuracy
in the same toWDBhip between two unnamed tributarlea of the Qmarron
River. Fatrvlew, Major County, 18 shown approximately nine mil. lOuth
east of the butte.

From these sources, the location of Glasl Mountain 18 near the wut
bank of the Ci.marl'On River between ttl tributaries, Skull (Cheyenne)
Creek and the Cottonwood Creek branch of Skunk Creek. 'lb1a Jand.
mark is 8~ to 9 mila northwest of FaIrview, Major County, and about
8% mues almost due west of Orienta, Major County. It 11 In .-. 28 and
3S T. UN•.R, l8W.

Glua Mountain is one of the G. Mountatna In central Major County,
80 called becaUH of the gllttennc crtatala of selenite tbat cover tile alopu
of many of them. '

It is auggMtecl that theM "mountains" anci:Otber bl11I, mounda, butta,
etc., be grouped In the drainage buln8 of the'· riven In which tJJey an
located--in thia cue, the drainage bubl of tbe"~River of DOrtb
watem Oklahoma.

'l'he8e are quite cIetln1te1)' outuDed on map' IUued by the VDlted
Statee Department of AgrIculture (Anonymous, USDA) aDd the Vldted
States Geological Survey (Anonymou., USGS).
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Named UDlt. in th18 Pl'OpoHd croup compr1M:

Old 'Womotl'. Bead. (Fig. l)-8lx Dille. eut ot Kenton, CImarron
County. Oklahoma, in the NW ~ He. 1& T. &N. R. 2& of the etmarron
Meridian. Thia 11 not tar to the southeast of Black Mesa (Mesa de Maya)
in the extreme northwut comer of Oklahoma (Rothrock. 192&:515).

The T"ree S"'tera-About 1~ mlles west of Old Woman's Head and
& mU.. eat of Kenton, CImarron County (Rothrock, 192~:50').

T10ftI Bvttea-Harper County. SE ~ He. 12 T. 28N. R. 28W. (Gn
more, 1982 :8, 17, 88).

Njg(g)er BW-Woodward County. sec. 36 T. 2t5N. R. 19W. (GU
more, 1"2:6, 47).

I'll. 1. Old Woman's Head

C~~.Rockon O~.htte (Fl&". 2)-WoocIward County, Okla
homa. Me. 2T T. 2GN. R. 17W. About 4 mn. north.. of KountalD8 Be
maD and ZlOll ($Dlder. 1111:1").
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Fig. 2. ChImney Rock
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JfOMtItGttIa HfmUlfi fMICI ZWtI-Woodward County, Oklahoma. About
" mu. 8C)utbeut of Chimney Rock. Just 80UthWeet of the confluence of
tbe CImarron River aDd Ita tributary, Band Creek. In 8eC. 12 T. 24N. R.
17W. TIda Is 6 moe. due DOrth of Belva, Woodward County, and the ex
treme IlOI'thwe.t: comer of Major COunty. It" about 4~ m1le8 a1mDIJt
due __ of Waynoka, Woods County (Gould, 1901-1902:106). strong
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ctrcumataDuaJ mc:kmee teDda to prove that Mount Zion .. tile more north
erI7 aDd mWJer of the "two moet prominent" buttM, Mount Zion and
KOUDt HemaD, lD the vlciDlty mentioned (Gould, 1901-1902:106).

Wf14 Otlt Btdt6-Woods County, Oklahoma. One of five WUd Cat
Butte& TbeM are cloM together, about 8~ mlles eat and 3 mUes south
of J'reedom, Wooda County, In center of south Une NC. 12 T. 26N. a. 17W.
~ are about • m1le8 west and 6 mOes IOUth of White Horae Mounds
aDd 11 mllu south and 2 mtJa west of the ClevelaDd Hilla. The last two
PVUS- are aJlO lD Woods County but colUddered in another drainage basin
(I'&y, 1_:'7 and map of Woods County).

QIoa JfouMoMt-Major County. See above (Gould, 19M:6': Snider,
1818:161).

BetlqtleMta BwUe-C1oae to the lntenection of sees. 23, 2<t, 25, 26
T. 1BN. R. 12W. Dear old townsite of Henquenet, Blalne County, Oklaho
ma, whicb WU in 8eC. 80 T. 18N. R. llW., about 10 miles north of Wa
temp, Blaine County, Oklahoma (Snider, 1913:Map).

Oed.of' HUl-About 7 milo eut of Watonga, Blalne County, Oklahoma,
in SW ~ lee. 18 T. leN. R. 10 W. (Snider, 1913:1•• ).

POf'OV,m.e BtJtte-KlDgftaher County, Oklahoma. Sec. 33 T. 15N. R.
9W. USGS Map ot Fort Reno Quadrangle.

'Prom'tlftt UtiMmed Swttea o*' HUla in the Cimarron Drainage Basin:

"A protnmetlt butte 1 mile west of Qutnlan, Woodward County. Okla
homa, near E. llDe He. 2. T. 23N. R. 18W." (Suttel, 1930:92).

A ",,"e MGt" I'ree4om, Woods County, Oklahoma (Fay, 19M).

A lam In HE ~, HE 14 SE 14 sec. 13 T. 21 N. R. 14W. (Fay, 19M:19;
1& Uated lD the Glau Mountainll).

BflJ-A high bU1 in Harper County, SE 14 sec. 1 T. 28 N. R. 26W. (Fay,
1He:80).

LookoMt (S__., CetatMtMGI) JlOt&tWJ--Anonymous, USDA, Woods
County Map. SE~ eec. 6 T. 28N. R. 19 W. (Fay. 1966:77).

There are other natural landmarks in the drainage ba81n of the Cimar
ron River (Anonymous, USDA publication, awaiting names or locations
or both).

DI8CtJ88ION

III the location of natural landmarks, particular attention should be
d1ncted to compua beariDgB and distances from selected reference mark
era. The problem ot the viewpoint of a penon trying to orient b1m8elf
with a natural laD<!mark Ibould be carefully couidered.. TIle position of
a marker with reapect to other Jandmarka, culture features, and a I'rid
.,.. of. tor example. eectlon. toWDBhlp and ranp ahould be taken lDto
&OOOQIlt. AD example:

B«I BflJ-'-rhe noted Heel Hill between Watonp. and Geary."
£oocdtota ", Natwal LallclM.U: 2 mil. west of the North Canadian
Rlftr where it 1'UD8 due north in the dra1Dage bulD of the North canadian
River.

~ 0/ Bed Bm b.,~ IfJQtva-Recl BUlla ID BIalne CoUllt7,
&bout l'a mn.. DOI'thweK of. GreeDfteld. BIalDe CouDty, OJrJaJJoma; it 18
about emil. due 80Uth of WatoftBat BlaIne OMmty, Q1FJaJwna; it is about
• mu. DOItI1 &Del 4 mu. west. about ., air mlle8 IIOrthweIt of <Jeu7,
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Fig. 3. Glass Mountain, trom Gould (190')

Blaine County, Oklahoma, just weat of a point where US Highway. 210
and 281 tum northwest trom a due north course.

Locatm 01 Bed Hill by grid-Red Hill 18 cloee to the Inteneetion of He.
19,20,29,30 T. 15N. R. llW. (Anonymous, USDA).

After major named natural landmarks have been accurately "pin
pointed," lesser unnamed features may be located by dlatanees and com
pass bearingB from the major features In a given group, TheIe lut may
be dea1gnated by capital letters as Red Hilla "A," etc. SOO smaller tea
tures may be designated by numbers as Red Hill. "A1," etc.

Deacrip«ota 01 ttaturaZ latltlmGrka (Hilla, Mounds, Buttes, etc.)
Perhaps the best way of permanently describing such a natural landmark
Is by a geologic "section" showing kinds of rock, colon, and thlckneue8
of strata In aed1mentaries, etc. A good example of thia 18 the Glau JrIoun
taln "section" of Gould (1905:M). A good photograph of such a "Sec
tion" on such a natural landmark perhape beat deaeribu It.

There 1a need to locate other hllJa, mounds, = buttes, etc., in
other dralnage ba8ln8: one feature In the North an River Drain
age Basin hu Just been d18cuued; othen 11e in the (South) canadian
River Buln (Committee Report on Rock Kary); Antelope HllW; in
the Waahlta River Drainage Baaln, Keeehl Hilla; and In the Red River
DraInage Buln. etc.

So maDImaactIvlUes ot 80 many people are 80 Intimately COIIDeeted with
natural Ian .rka that It doe8 not MelD &dvSaable to tpore t!Ielr impor-
tance.
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