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Mammal. of Boiling Spring. State Park

Woodward County, Oklahoma l

TIM W. CLARK, Zoology Department.

Oklahoma State Unlvenlty, Stillwater
Bol11ng Springs, an 88().acre state park, Is located 6 miles NE of

Woodward, Oklahoma at an elevation of approximately 1,900 feet.

Duck and 1I"letcher (19"8) classified this area as Stabllized Dune Type.
TJWI generally concldes with sand Areas of Blair and Hubbell (1938).
The cl1mate of the regIon 18 of the continental type characterized by long
hot summers and comparatively mUd winters. Precipitation for a 64-year
average 18 26.07 inches. Temperatures for the 64 years ranged from _24
to 16 (avg 69.") F. The soils of the park are sandy and absorb most of
the rain u it falls (USDA, 1960).

About 26 acrea of the park are cultivated in wheat tor the park wUd­
ute. The majority of the land area of the park supports dense woody
veptatlon (botanical nomenclature of Waterfall, 1962). The wooded area
la chiefly formed by: dogwood (C01"7lua dTUmmcmdii).J redbud (CerciB
ootlG4etlria).J american elm (UlumtUI ClmencaM).J chlttamwood (Bumelia
1G~08G).J green ash (ll'To:riftU JH"'M3/I"CI,dca).J cottonwood (PopultIIJ
""oWN), chinaberry (8C1pmdus dTUmmot&dn), hackberries (Celt4a sp.),
bur oak (quercua macrocarpa).J and Kentucky coffee tree (Ggmnocladue
~). The understory is formed by: poison ivy (BAue mdtcaft8).J buck­
bl'Wlh (8gm,AoricG1'pOa orlriculatt&.t) and various gr&888II and torbs.

The park la situated in a shallow valley, which reduces evaporation
and traupiratloD. The North Canadian River runs through the south side
of the park and undoubtedly he1pe to maintain a high water table as
evidenced by _vera! sprlngB in the park.

Random 8&DlPUDg of mammals was effected by means of Uve traps
dUl'lDC the summer of 1985, although some specles were recorded from
IIIIbt or 8Ip only. Common and scientific names are after Burt (1M2).

MARSUPIALIA

DID&PIIIDAB

~......paHa LlnDaeua. Common opoaum

~Uoa #U, fro. tile Zoolou DepmUl_t. OkJaho.. State Ulli.~.



BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

INSECTIVORA

TALPIDAE

8ctUopu.a aquattcua (Linnaeus). Eastern mole

CARNIVORA

PBoCYONIDAE

Procyon Jotor (Linnaeus). Raccoon

MUSTELIDAE

MephitiB mephttja (Schreber). Striped skunk

TGZidea taXfUl (Schreber). Badger

CANIDAE

Oanja latrana Say. Coyote

FELIDAE

Lynz rufU8 (Schreber). Bobcat

RODENTIA

SCIURIDAE

OUelius trtdecemJineattUI (Mitchill ) . Thirteen-lined ground squirrel

BciuruB niger Linnaeus. Easter fox squirrel

GEOMVIDAE

GeomY8 bur8ariU8 (Shaw). Plains pocket gopher

HmERoMYlDAE

PerogfIGthus hi8pidus Baird. Hlspid pocket mouse

DtpodomY8 ordl Woodhouse. Ord kangaroo rat

CASTORJDAE

Ca.stor canadenM8 Kuhl. Beaver

CRICETIDAE

PeromY8CU8 leucopu.s (Rafinesque). White-tooted mouse

8~ Mspidua say and Ord. Cotton rat

N«)toma mfcropua Baird Southern plains woodrat

MUJUDAB

JI. mUClUt&.t Lbmaeus. House mouae

LAGOMORPHA

LErOKIDAE

B.JvtlcJgua fIoricItMu (Allen). Eastern cotton-taU

Lepu CGliIOr.6cu Gray. Blacktall jackrabbit
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ARTIODACTYLA

CElmDAE

OtlocoU6u vCru'manus (Zimmennann). White-tall deer

OdocoUeu MmWnU8 (·Ratlnesque). Mule deer·
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• Dwiq Februar" 19U, 18 mule deer (6 buckl and 7 doea) were Introduced Into
th. park. Two mortaUtlea are known from thla sroup. No po.lUve alshtlqa have been
1D&d. of the Introduced mule deer In the park or the aurroundlns reslon alnee their
rei.....
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