
BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Oklahoma Riffle Beetles (Coleoptera: DryopoicIea). V.

New State and County Records, with Notes Upon Ecology
BARLEY P. BROWN, UDlversii7 of Oklahoma, Normaa

During the past two years I have devoted uttle attention to the
dryopoids ot Oklahoma, tor I have been collecting in BrazU, MexiCO, the
West Indies, and Europe. On August 27, 196tS, however, I returned to
one of Oklahoma's most productive situ, Pennington Creek in Johnston
County, and was amply rewarded by discOVering two genera which have
not heretofore been reported from the state: um"tchu and N e08I""'.

The finding of Lim"ich"" is no surprise, as the genua ls quite wide
spread. In fact, upon sorting through earlier collections, I found that we
had collected it before, but had not identlfled or reported it. However,
the finding of N eoelmiB is something ot a surprl8e, alnce the only previous
recorda from the United States have been from a small portion of Texas
near Camp Wood (Burke, 1963). I might add that Charles Shoemake
and I collected NeoelmiB not only in the vicinity of Camp Wood, but at
Kerrville and San Marcos, which suggests distribution throughout the
Edwards Plateau (Balconian biotic province ot Blair. 19M). The pres
ence of NeoeZmiB, MicrocylZDeplUJ, BeterelmiB, Here4C1/~pu3 /6fTUgtMU,
and LutrochIUJ Z"tetuJ (mistakenly listed as L. laticeps by Sanderson and
Brown, 1959) indicates a distinct relationship between our Arbuckle Moun
tain fauna and that of the Balconian biotic province of Texas.

The general ecology and habits of N 606ZmiB CG6aa seem to reeemble
those of HexacyUoepua !errugjftetuJ, While the habits of adult LtmtMch'"
are somewhat similar to those of Lutrochua I"teua (Bee Brown and Shoe
make, 19Mb). I have found LimnichUiS at the water's edge on rocks,
wOOd and debris, but have noted no especial association with travertine.
LAmts.ichu flies quickly and readUy, Its larvae are unknown.

The abundance of Belichua in the panhandle .treams mentioned be
low, along with previous records (Brown and Shoemake, 19&&a), lugguU
that it may be expected wherever reasonably permanent flowing streams
occur anywhere in the state. Th1I is remarkable in view of the tact that
until recently there was but a single record of its occurrence within the
state.

New county records are as tollows:

ELMIDAZ

NeoeZm'a cae3G (LeConte)

Johnston Co., Devil's Den, Pennington Creek, Aq. 27, 1966 (1 adult)

LnlNlCBIDAE

Umtlkha &p.

Bryan Co., Blue River near Kenefic, July 81, 1962 (1 adult)
Johnston Co., Pennington Creek, July 10, 1960 (1 adult); Aug. 21,

1986 (1 adult)

Helk.,. ...rdIt LeConte

Beaver Co., Kiowa Creek near SJapout, Aug. 21,~ (84 adulta)

Omarron Co., ClJDan'oD River Dear 801M aty, Aug. 22, 19M (168
adults)
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Cleveland Co., Little River east of Norman, Nov. 24, 1963 (18 adults)

Harper Co., Clear Creek near May, Aug. 21, 19M (37 adults)

Texu Co., Beaver River near Guymon, Aug. 22, 1964 (38 adults)

LrrEaATURE Crrm

Blair, W. F. 19f5O. The biotic provinces of Texas. Texas J. Sct. 2: 93
111.

Brown, Harley P. and Charles M. Shoemake. 1964&. Oklahoma riffle
beetle. (Coleoptera: Dryopoldea). m. Additional state and county
recordll. Proc. Okla. Acad. SCt. 44: 42-43.

.........." _........... 19Mb. Oklahoma riffle beetles (Coleoptera: Dryopot-
deal. IV. Ecology. Proc. Okla. Acad. ScI. 44: 44-46.

Burke, Horace R. 1963. Notes on Texas riffle beetles (Coleoptera, Elml
dae). Southweetem Nat. 8 (2): 111-114.

Bandenon, Milton W. and Harley P. Brown. 1959. Records of Oklahoma
riffle beetJee and a deecrtptlon ot the larva of Hea:acylloepua (Cole
optera: Dryopoldea). Proc. Okla. Acad. Sci. 37 (1956): 67·72.


	p027
	p028a

