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Some Distributional Records of Amphibians and Reptile.

From Southeastern Oklahoma

HAROLD E. LAUGHLIN, Southeastern State ColleJ'e, Durant

The majority of the records reported in this paper are additions to
the list of known herpetofauna of Bryan County. One other noteworthy
record for the southeastern part of the state is included. All collections
were made by members of field zoology classes at Southeastern State
College, in company with the author. All specimens are in the collection
of the Department of Biology, Southeastern state College.

Carpenter (1958) indirectly summarized the herpetofauna of Bryan
County as recorded up to that time. Additions to the county 118t have
been made by Carpenter (1958), McCoy (1960), and Taylor and Laugh
lin (1963). None of these reports include the following tour species of
reptiles, all of which have been collected in the county within the past
two years:

LACERTILIA

SCINCIDAE

Bum.eces septentricmalia obt1£Biroatri.t-Southem prairie 8kink.

This sk1nk has been taken at two localities: 7 miles north of Durant,
on a limestone outcropping south of the Blue River, June 21, 1962: and
10 miles north ot BeJm1ngton, also on a llmestone ledge at Moay Lake,
October 8, 1963. These are probably the eutemmost records tor thls
species at this latitude.



PROC. OF THE OKLA. ACAD. OF SCI. FOR 1963

8a.PENTE8
COLUBIUDAE

Hnltl«I nderlt.le elegClM--·We8tem earth snake.

Two ~eJ18 of thI8 snake were collected 10 mUe. north of Bokchito.
November 1, 1961. Tbe range of tb18 species surrounds Bryan COunty.
and WI eol1ect1on merely helps ftll In a gap In the dl8tributional records
which are spane at beet for this secretive snake.

HnerodOft tICIoMcu gloydi-Duaty hognose snake.

At .m.le specimen was collected at Durant on the campus of South
...tern State College, september 29, 1962. Tb1s is the easternmost record
of thI8 8p8Clee at this latitude. The specimen was a juvenile, probably
cau.ht while d1aperalng trom the wooded, sandy bottoms of Chuckwa
Creek at the north edge of the campus.

DtGdopMIJ ptltlCtatu.9 anaJrl-Pratrie ring-neck snake.

One lpeclmen was collected 11 mUes northwest of Durant at the site
uf old Fort Wuhlta, September 13, 1963. Bryan County is well within
the range of th18 species, but specimens are rare from the drier, south
we8tem portlona ot the range, inclUding this part of Oklahoma.

Tbe final collection to be reported here is the second record for Okla
boma ot Ampld"ma means tndactglum, the Three-toed amphiuma or "Con
ra eel" (Urodela, Amphlumldae). A specimen of this salamander was
collected 8 miles eouth of Broken Bow. McCurtain County, In a small
swamp where U. S. Highway 70 crosses Little River, October 11, 1963.
The ..Jamander wu a Juvenile. measuring 175 mm. in total length (134
mm. Inout-vent length) after preservation. This is the same swamp
de8cribed by Blair and Lindsay (1961) which Blair has had under surveil
lance for 80me 25 years. It is well known to many biologists from Okla
homa and elsewhere. A mphi"ma had been suspected to occur there.
and had been dillgenUy eought, but had not to my knowledge been formerly
collected at that IUe. The only other collection of A mphiuma from Okla
homa of which I am aware Is that reported by Curd (1950) from Grassy
Lake, eoutheut of Broken Bow, collected June 18, 190{8. Grassy Lake is
about 12 to 13 airline mlles northeast of the Little River swamp.

The lIWamp at the Ume of collection of the Amphfuma was nearly dry.
Tb.e salamander wu found under a log whlch was halt buried in the mud
Where water would normally have been about a toot deep. It was coiled in
a ahallow depression connected by a tunnel with a crayfish burrow. It is
poulble that excavation of several crayfish burrows might lead to the
dl8COvery of addlUonal apeclmena.
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