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The Coreidae of Oklahoma (Hemiptera)
WILLIAM A. DREW and KURT SCHAEFER

Department of Entomology, Oklahoma State University

This paper is part of a series on the Hemiptera of Oklahoma. It is
hoped that the aVallablllty of keys to the Hemiptera will stimulate interest
of collectors, for, at the present time, records on the distribution of the
Ooreidae and other Hemiptera are quite incomplete.

Distribution records are based on the collections at the University of
Oklahoma, Oklahoma State University, East Central State College as well
&8 the works of Van Duzee (1917) and Torre-Bueno (1941). We grate­
fully acknowledge the cooperation of the Stovall Museum at the University
of Oklahoma and Professor C. Dennis of East Central State College.

All illustrations are by Mrs. Barbara Roach. For the size of the
species, refer to the measurements given in the key. ;

1. Oateolar openings distinct (Figure 1) 2

Osteolar opentngs wanting (or indistinct) 5

2. Base of scutellum wider than the distance between the eyes 3

Base of scutellum not wider than the distance between the eyes---18

3. Apices of the hind tibiae with a ventral spine (7.5 - 8.7 mm) _
_...__•._ .. .. ...•__.._ ..._.__.._....•...........__ Meroc0ri3 d",titaefua

Apices of the hind tibiae without a spine _ _ _ _ _.__ __._~

~. Veins of membrane aristDg from veins not approximate to the coria
(Figure 2) ._._..__.._ ..__.._.__.. .__ _. .__ 23

VelDa of membrane ar1alng from velns approximate to the coria (Fig-
ure 3) ._..._.--2~
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5. Hind femora spined beneath _.- __ _ __8

Hind femora not spined beneath _..__ _ 10

6. Hind tibiae unarmed __ _ _ __ 7

Hind tibiae armed (7.5 - 8 rom) _ _ _._ BtachyOCMmue apicGUa

7. Abodmen dilated, connexivum exposed (5 - 6 rom) _..
.....- - - -- - - - ..--............... A u/tritut 'mpres86coU63

Abdomen not dilated, connexivum not exposed 8

8. Head with pale longitudinal vittae (9.5 - 12 mm) ToZUua C1£rt,d...,

Head not vittate, untcolorous 9

9. Costal margin of hemelytra spotted; first antennal segment slightly
surpassing the head (6 - 7 mm) _ .Harmostes /raterC1£Zua

Costal margin unicolorous; first antennal segment surpassing the head
by half its length (6.25 .. 9 mm) Harmostes reflexuZua

10. Pronotum black, margined with red 11

Pronotum not as above . . 12

11. Hemelytra entirely black (10 - 14 mm) .Jadera haematoloma

Hemelytra black and red (11 .. 13.5 mm) _ .Leptocons trivUtatua

12. Metapleura divided by a transverse suture or sulcus 13

Not as above (6 .. 8.5 mm) OoriZII8 CTa886corn'-

13. Margins of pronotum before the transverse ruga, callus, or carina
more or less coarsely puctured 1'

Not as above, margin not punctured (5.5 - 6.5 mm) .
........................................................................................................... OoMzua hyalinua

14. Pronotum with an anterior ruga, callus, or carina 15

Pronotum without any of the above (~.• - 8 mm) OO7Uua 86dea

15. Scutellum broad, rounded at apex (5 - 6 mm) OoNua boh.emanU

Scutellum narrow, acuminate at apex 16

16. Pale longitudinal carina or vitta on scutellum .. 17

Pale longitudinal carina or vitta wanting ( 3 rom) _ ..
................._ _ _ _ 007UUB paT'l>icomta

17. Rostrum reaching the posterior coxae (~7.5 nun) .....OoNUB lateral'-

Rostrum not reaching the posterior coxae (.~-8 rom) _--
....._.._._ _ _ _ _._ _ _ _ _ _ _ 007UUB puncta.tt4a

18. Hind femora unarmed (12-15 rom) _._.__ Protenor beZlra.gej

Hind femora armed __ _ _ _ _ _..__19

19. Head and pronotum d18t1ncUy pilose _ 20

Head and pronotum not d18t1nctly pilose (1'-16 rom) _ _ -
......_._ Jfega.lo8tOfntU qumque.Jri~



11~ PROC. OF THE OKLA. ACAD. OF SCI. FOR 1962
JO. Humeri obtUH .. . . .21

Humeri acute (9.5-1~ mm) _..__ _ _ _.._ _Alytlu pUo8vlu

21. Ventral segment VI not carinate _._...._ _ __ _.._ ._...._._._........22

Ventral segment VI carinate (10.5-13 mm) __. ....AlydUB pluto

22. Male claspers tW1Bted, not arcuate; lateral plates of female acute at
aplcea (11-15 rom) _ _ __.__._ _ _ _ _ ..AlydUB eurinua

Male claspers arcuate; female plates obtuse (10-12 nun) __..
- - ..-.-.----..- ---..- -..- - - - _ _ AlydU3 ConBPeT8ua

28. Humeral angles ot pronotum rounded. unarmed (9 rom) __ .
.....-_._ _._._._._..__._ _..__.._ _......... Ceraleptu.s americanU8

Hwneral angles of pronotum toothed (8.5-9 mm) Conomeru8 humilw

2~. Hind tibiae with leaf-like dilations _ _..25

Hind tibiae without leaf-like dilations _ .31

26. Coria with light colored markIngs (bands or spots) _ 26

Coria without markings, unicolorous _ _.. 28

26. Coria with transverse bands __._ _ _ _ _ _ _.27

Coria with two small pale spots (18-20 mm) ...Leptogl088U8 oppoBitua

27. Tylus prolonged into a distinct point; transverse bands on coria zig-
zag (16-20 rom) _ __ Leptogl088U8 clypealia

Tylus not prolonged into a point; transverse bands nearly straight
(17.5-20 mm) _ __._. . __ _ .._ .Leptoglo88U8 phyllopulJ

28. Firat antennal segment longer than head _ _ _.29

First antenna!'segment shorter than head (15-17 rom) _ _ _ ..
....._..__ _ ..__ - _ _ _ _ _.._ _ _ _._ _ N arnia letnOTata

29. Humeral angles of pronotum strongly expanded and elevated beyond
the side of the body (Figure~) (28-3~ mm} _ _ _.._ _ __
..........__ _.__ _ _._ _._.._............ Acanthocephala decltviB

Humeral angles not 8trongly expanded beyond the side of the body
(Figure 5) _.._ .._ _ _ _ _ __.__ _ __.._ _ 30

30. First three antenna! segments colored as head, fourth contrastingly
lighter (18-22 rom) _..._ ..__...... --Acanthocephala terminalia

All antenna! segments dark red, unlike head coloration ·(25-28 mm)
_._...._._.._...._.._ .. ..__ _ ...._.... Acanthocephala lemorata

81. Blnd femora swollen _ __._.._ _.._ ..__ __ _ _32

HlDd femora Dot swollen __ __.._.__.._ _ _ _ 34

82. Truncate b1nd margin of pronotum wider than base of scutellum(FJcure 8) __33

Truncate hind margin of pronotum not wider than base ot scutellum
(FIpre 1) (20-22 DUD) JlOZ6IICJ 0be8a

II. AntenDal tuberc1el not ap1Do8e (16-21 mm) -ArcMmeru Gltfn"fItIftU

AntenDa1 tUberclu sp1noae (15-17 mm) lIt&tAocAt1aG galeator



BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 116

34. Humeri bare. not spinose _._._.~._--_.~_._ _. . ...._.__..3ts

Humeri spinose (11-1.) mm) _ _ _ _ _._Chane.stenau fltttetttl<ltor

35. Antennae cylindrical ._.._ __ _ _ _.._ __._ _ 36

Antennae with first three segments threeesided (1()'15 mm) _ ..
....._._ __ _ _ _ _.._ _ _.._._ _ __ Clt,el'ttfdeG ,,""ger

36. Osteolar auricle with anterior tubercle _..31

Osteolar auricle without anterior tubercle _ 0

37. Head dark colored with medial and marginal pale vittae (13-18 mm)
................._ AfICIaCI trUtW

Head without pale vittae _ _ ~ S8

38. Head with prominent pointed spines above the antenna! bases _ 39

Not as above (12-16 mm) _ _ .Ana8f1 repeUffl

39. Basal joint of antennae with dark spots (13-17 mm) ...AtWllfI flrm\g6NJ

Basal joint of antennae without dark spots (12-15 mm) ~ _ ..
................._ _ _......................................... Anaao 6corb"tjco

40. Antennal tubercles spined or tuberculate 41

Antenna! tubercles unarmed (10.5-11.5 nun) ..
........................................................................................................... Cat01'h\nt1l4 6elector t6~OtSCI

41. First antennal segment subequal in length to head (10-12 mm) ..
................. _ _ Catorh'ntha meMwo

First antennal segment shorter than head (8-9 nun) ..
.................................................................................~ _ Cflt01'h'nthfl guttiUa

Subfantily ~eroco~e

Merocoris d"'''nctu.s Dallas, 1~2.

Habitat: Froeschner (1942) states that this species hu been
taken from Ambr08ta tn!ida L. and Ca86ia and also that it ha.I been
collected from fields which had neither of the above plants. At.o,
collected from grassland by sweeping (Stoner et aI, 1962).

Distribution: Cleveland, Harper. Leflore. McCurtain, Oklahoma,
Okmulgee. Pawnee, Payne, Pontotoc, and Woodward counties.

SubfaD1Uy Core~e

Tribe Acantbocepha1lD.l

ACflnthocephala decUvi6 (say). 1832.

Habitat: Blatcbley (1926) reports collecting this specie. from
Pers8CJ b01'bonUi L. along the margins ot wet JwnmocJu.

Distribution: McCurtain county.

ACflnthocephalG /emoratfl (Fabricius), 1776.

Habitat: Noted on many k1nd8 of plant8. but DO feeding oblervect
(Froe8clmer, 1.H2).

Distribution: Cleveland, Coal, Garver, Leflore, McCurtaIn, Mc­
Intosh, aDd Puahmataha countie..
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Aoolat1loc6phala tcmntn4Ua (Dallaa), 1852.

Habitat: J'rOMChner (1942) reports th1a species feeding on Carya.
Collected on a variety of plants according to Blatchley (1926).

D1.8tribuUon: Many counties.

Tribe Aalsosce1lDl

uptoglo8..". cZypealu Heidemann, 1910.

Habitat: Observed feeding on stems and ripe berries of Bhua
aTomatka Ait. (Froeechner, 1942).

DtatribuUon: Beaver, caddo, Cimarron, Cleveland, Comanche,
Dewey, Harper, Jackson, Kiowa, Marshall, McCurtain, Murray, Payne
and Pontotoc counties.

uptoglo8..". oppofttua (Say), 1832.

Habitat: Feeds on pumpkin and watermelon; Froeschner (1942)
collected adults on Jimson weed. According to Blatchley (1926) ,
this speeles teeds on a variety ot plants.

Dtatribution: Alfalfa, Cleveland, Craig, Johnston, Leflore, Mc­
Curtain, Noble, Okfuskee, Ottawa, Pawnee, Payne, Pontotoc, Pushma­
taha, and Woodward counties.

LeptogloaatuJ phyl~ (L1nn~), 1767.

Habitat: Collected in numbers in spring in the axils of leaves
and on the heads of the yellOW-flowered thistle, CiTs1um horridulum
Mtchx., in Indiana (Blatchley, 1926).

Distribution: Many counties.

NClmta lemoTCIta SW, 1862.

Habitat: Not known to us.

DIstribution: CImarron county.

Tribe MlctiDl

JlUetIG obe.sa Montandon, 1899.

Habitat: According to Froeschner (1942), 8chTala1da uncinata
WUld. is the host plant.

Distribution: Cleveland, Harmon, Jackson, and Woodward coun­
ties.

ATcAimen&a alteneat~ (Bay), 1826.

Habitat: Froeaclmer (1M2) reports one nymph feeding on Carya.

Dlatribution: Adair, CleVeland. Craig, Delaware, Latimer, and
Ottawa counties.

...,AocW_ ,aleCItor urabrlclua). 1803.

Habitat: Ega and nympha on JrOftGnIa (Froe8chner. 1942).

Dlatrlbution: MaD)' counties.
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Tribe CbariesterIDI

Charie8tentU8 lItttmatIGtor (Fabricius). 1803.

Habitat: We have collected this species by sweeping Bhortgrau
highplains rangeland and sand-sage rangeland Stoner et at (1962)
report this species taken by sweeping tallgrass prairie rangeland.
Torre-Bueno (1941) 1iBt8 Bu,horbUJ corollata L., Solidago sp., and
cotton as hosts.

Distribution: Many counties.

Tribe ChelbddJDI

01&elinSdea vitttgeT Uhler, 1863.

Habitat: Torre-Bueno (1941) reports this species taken on
Opuntia and BchinoceretUl. Froeschner (1942) states that it is com­
mon on the pads and fruit of O,untia compru8C1.

Distribution: Beaver, Cimarron, Cleveland, Delaware, ElUa, Le­
flore, Osage, Pawnee, Payne, Pontotoc, Roger Mills, and Woodward
counties.

Tribe CorelDl

Catorhtntha guttula (Fabricius), 1794.

Habitat: Taken on Xoli8ma /eTTUgineCl (Walt.) (Blatchley, 1928).

Distribution: Reported from Oklahoma by Torre-Bueno (1941).

Oatorhintha mendica StAl, 1870.

Habitat: Torre-Bueno (1941) reports the species on BhNII
aromatica Ait. and MirabUia nyctaginia (Michx.) MacM. Froeschner
(1942) states that on one occasion a dozen specimens were taken from
the unopened flower-heads ot Belianthua annu"" L.

Distribution: Beaver, Cherokee, Cleveland, Comanche, Cra!&'.
Harper, Murray, Payne and Pontotoc counties.

CatorhinthG selector texana SW, 1870.

Habitat: Not known to us.

Distribution: We have no records ot thi8 species; however, Van
Duzee (1917) and Torre-Bueno (1941) list the species from Oklahoma.

Ana.sa armigenl (8&y), 1825.

Habitat: Taken on various cucurbtts.

Distribution: Oklahoma is lDcluded in the cbtribution given by
Torre-Bueno (1941).

AfICIBlI repetfto Heidemann. 1906.

Habitat: Feeds on Bfc1IOII angvlata L. (Blatchley, 1928).

Distribution: Delaware, Ottawa, and Sequoyah counUea.

AfICIBlI acorbvtjcG (Fabrlclus). 1776.

Habitat: Not known to us.
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Dtatrlbution: We have no records ot tJWI species; however, Van
Duzee (19171 and Torre-Bueno (19'1) both list the species from
Oklahoma.

AnMG tNtu (De <leer), 1773.

Habitat: The Iquuh bug feeds on cucurbits.

D18trlbution: Many countiea.

Subfamily Pseudoploelnae

CeraleptfU amencallU3 Sw, 1810.

Habitat: Froeschner (1942) reports this species overwintering
under rocka, logs, boards, and in clumps of grass.

Dtatribution: Cleveland and Payne counties.

Corlomerua hvmfli.! (Uhler), 1811.

Habitat: Not known to us.

Distribution: Although not yet recorded from Oklahoma, this
specie. might occur here.

Subfamily Alydlnae

Tribe Mierelytrinl

Protenor bel/ragm Haglund, 1868.

Habitat: Immature forms have been reported to feed on sedges
(Fracker, 1918).

Distribution: Not recorded from Oklahoma, but the known dis­
tribution is such that it might occur here.

Tribe Alyd1Dl

Megalotomu qu'tWlV6afHn08t&3 (say), 1825

Habitat: Nymphs found on Ceanothua american"" L. (McAtee,
1919) . Common in late summer and fall among oaks on wooded h1;l1­
sidea (Froeschner, 1942).

Distribution: Cleveland, Craig, Delaware, Harper, Latimer, Le­
flore, McCurtain, Okmulgee, Ottawa, Pushmataha, and Sequoyah coun­
tlea.

Alycl"" Conaper8U Montandon, 1893.

Habitat: Found on various plants growing in dry sandy loca­
tl0D8 (Blatchley, 1926).

Diatrlbutlon: Not known to occur in Oklahoma, but the known
d18trlbutlon is such that it might occur here.

AI~"" 811M"" (Say), 1~

Habitat: Found on open ground and tollage.

Diatrlbuttoll: Choctaw, CleVeland. Delaware, Ellis, Latimer, Le­
flore, McClaln, McCurtain. Murray, Noble, Okmulgee, ottawa, Payne,
Pontotoc. Puabmataha. and Roger Kills counties.
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AlydU3 piloaulU3 Herrick-Schaeffer, 1848.

Habitat: Found on SGpotIaM ollfctttGlfa 1. (Blatchley, 1926).
Collected by us by sweeping shortgraas-hlghplalns rangeland.

Distribution: Cleveland, Delaware, Dewey, Harper, Lincoln, Mc­
Curtain, Noble, Payne, Pontotoc, and Texas counties.

Alydus pluto Uhler, 1872.

Habitat: Not known to us.

Distribution: Not recorded from Oklahoma; however, the known
distribution is such that the species is likely to occur here.

Tollius curtulU3 (SW), 1859.

Habitat: Not known to us.

Distribution: Not yet collected in Oklahoma, but might occur
here.

Btachyocnemus Gpicali8 (Dallas), 1852.

Habitat: According to Blatchley (1926), this speciu occurs only
in sandy regions and at times it is found running over the ground
like a tiger beetle.

Distribution: Cotton county.

Subfamily Corlzlnae

Tribe HannosttDl
Harmoste8 IratercUlU3 (Say), 1832.

Habitat: Collected from flowers of Eupatorium perfol4Gt"m 1.
and other compositae in marshy places (Blatchley, 1926).

Distribution: Not known to occur in Oklahoma, but likely to do
so, as it occurs in some adjacent statu.

HaNnostes rellezulus (Say), 1832.

Habitat: Collected from grassland (Stoner et al, 1962).

Distribution: Many countlu.

Au/eiv3 imprestricollu SW, 1870.

Habitat: Collected from tleld8.

Distribution: Harper, Pawnee, and Payne countlu.

Tribe CorisIDJ

C0rizu8 boheman" Signoret, 1859.

Habitat: This speclu has been swept trom Jlonarda ptmCtata 1.,
Juglans nigra L, and weedy fields (Froe8cbner, 1942). Alao, It !wi
been taken from the flowel'8 of Cornu.t altern4/olla L. (Torre-Bueno,
1941).

D1Btrlbutlon: Not known from Oklahoma, but mlPt occur bere, ..
It 0CCUl'8 In some adjacent states.
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CorWu cra.Nfcontfa (IAn.M), 1768.

Habitat: Not known to 118••

Dt8trtbutlon: Not recorded from Oklahoma, but might occur
here, 88 It occurs in some adjacent states.

COfiztu hyalintu (Fabricius). 1794.

Habitat: Taken on LacttlCG 3cGTiolG 1.. and Abutilon theophrG3ti
Medic. (Torre-Bueno, 1941).

Dlatribution: Alfalfa, Canadian, Choctaw, Comanche, Hughes,
Kay, Noble, Oklahoma, Osage. Payne, Texas, and Woodward counties.

GoNus lateralla (Say), 1826.

Habitat: Found on Cerci8 canadensis L. and known to breed on
Polygonum penaylvanicum L. (Torre-Bueno, 1941).

Distribution: Many counties.

CoNtu parvicona'" Stgnoret, 1869.

Habitat: Not known to us.

Dlatributlon: Payne county.

C01Uu8 punctatua Signoret, 1859.

Habitat: Not known to us.

Distribution: Payne county.

CoN"" aidea (Fabricius), 1794.

Habitat: Frequent on Bida 8ptn08a L. (Blatchley, 1926).

D~stribut1on: Choctaw and McCurtain counties.

Tribe Leptocorini

LeptocoriB trivUtata (Say), 1825.

Habitat: This is the box elder bug. In addition to feeding on
box elder, it is reported to feed on peach, plum, and apple. It gets
into greenhouses and has been reported to have bitten human beings
(Torre-Bueno, 1941). The box elder bug is most noticeable in the
fall as It tries to seek overwintering shelter in homes.

Distribution: Beaver, Cleveland, Grady, Harper, Kay, Mayes,
McClain, Muskogee, Pawnee, Payne, and Texas counties.

JodMG MematolomG (Herrick-SChaeffer), 1842.

Habitat: Found on cotton in Oklahoma.

Dlstributlon: Many counties.
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Plate I

J'lgure 1. Lateral view of thorax showing the osteolar auricle between
middle and hind leg.

Figure 2. Wing veins, Ceraleptia.
Figure 3. Wing velDs, Harmoatea.

Note: Membrane veins are not included in the remaln1ng illustra-
tions.

FIgure 4. Pronotwn, Acanthocephala declim (Say).
Figure 6. Aconthocephala terminal'" (Dallas).
FIgure 6. Archimerua altensatua (Say).
Figure 7. Mozena ob88a Montandon.
Figure 8. Ohelinidea 'Vittiger Uhler.
Figure 9. OhaM88teaua antennator (Fabricius).
J'lgure 10. AIi/C'lK8 pUoaulua Herrick-Schaeffer.
ll'lgure 11. Leptocoria tri'VitttJta ( Say) .
Figure 12. ladera 1&aematoloma (Herrick-SChaeffer).
Figure 13. JlerocOfV C'liatinctua Dallas.
Flgure 14. Anaaa repefito Heidemann.
Figure 16. Anaaa hvt'" (De Geer).
Figure 16. JlegolotomiB qutt&qteespitl08U8 (Say) .

.J'lgure 17. LeptogloNu cl~ Heidemann.
J'1gure 18. LeptogloNva oppodtK8 (Say).
Figure 19. Leptol1loNu phyUopua (Llnn6).
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