
IN MEMORIAM

Horace J. Harper

1896-1961

Horace J. Harper, Oklahoma State University Proteuor of SOU.
Emeritus, died sUddenly in Erzurum, Turkey on 8 November 1961. At
the time of his death he was soils specialist in charge of teachlnr and
research at Ataturk University, an institution estabUahed in 1961 in
eastern Turkey patterned after land-grant agricultural colleg. and uni
versities. This latter work was conducted under a University of Nebruka
contract with International Cooperation Administration.

He was born 14 February 1896 near Vinton, Benton County, Iowa. He
received his B.S. at Iowa State University in 1918 in Agronomy. He wu
in the service of his country in 1918-19 in World War I. He wu granted
an M. S. degree in soUs in 1920 at Iowa State Unlvenity and the Ph.D.
degree with a major in soil chemistry and minor in analytical cherni.ltry
at the University ot Wisconsin in 1923.

He was a Soils Surveyor and a.uiatant in field reHarch work in .IOU.I
and during 1923-26 was Associate Profeuor of SoU.l at Iowa State Unl
versity. He joined the faculty of Oklahoma State Univentty in December
1926 as Professor ot Soils, which was bi8 status at retirement thL8 year.
During the period of 1951-57 he wu director of agricultural rMe&rch of
the samuel Roberta Noble Foundation and aui.ltant director of the Okla
homa Agricultural Experiment Station. He travelled in Africa and.europe
in the interests of soU ec1ence, baving atteDded the coagreuea of the
International Society of Soli SCience of which he wu a member, in 1HO
at Amsterdam and 19M in the Belgian CoDgo. He .rved u aD adYUor
In 80U problems incident to the construcUon of the NaUoDal AJrport, W....
lngton, D. C.
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Dr. Harper was a very active member in several scientific organiza
tions including American Society ot Agronomy (Fellow) • Soil SCience
Society ot America (President in 19·U-.2), American Chemical Society,
American A88OC1atlon tor the Advancement of Science, Oklahoma Academy
et Science (Fellow in 1928, President in 1936), and Soil Conservation
Society of America. He was a member of several honorary societies in
cluding Sigma Xi (President ot Oklahoma State Chapter in 1936), Phi
Kappa Phi (President ot Oklahoma State Chapter in 1929), Phi Sigma.
Phi Lambda Upsilon, Alpha Zeta and others. He was a Mason and a
recent member of the official board ot the local Methodist Church.

Dr. Harper was a painstaking individual, an excellent teacher, and a
careful and thorough research man. He wrote approximately 200 research
papers. His passing removes trom the rank of soils personnel an energetic
and enthusiastic worker.

H. F. Murphy
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