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College, Weatherford, Oklahoma

Sci('nee ('dncation in the secondar~' 8<'hools of Oklahowa 18 receiving
more emphasis today than ever before in our State's history. The emphasis
is etxended toward encouraging interested and capable young men and
wowen toward science career~. This is a trend recognized by every modern
science teacher.

Probably one of the best ways to interest young people in science ca­
reers Is to give them the opportunity to observe men and women in posi­
tions for whIch a young person might choose to prepare. The academic at­
mosphere of the classroom Is not nearly as inspirational as the "science In
action" atmosphere which may be observed In almost any indURtrlal plant.
Perhaps one well planned science field trip In the science program of each
secondary school student will do as much to promote science careers as all
the vicarious experiences which mi~ht be aVllllahle in the elassroom. Field
trips for science students are widely advocated by both modern educators
and leaders in the fields of science.

To encourage field trips for science classes, to promote careers in science,
and to serve the secondary school science teacher, the Department of Chem­
istry at Southwestern State College in Weatherford has compiled a pamphlet
called, "Field Trip Guide for Secondary Sclence ClaAAes in Western Okla­
homa." This guide Is designed to aid the teaeher In selecting appropriate
places for science field trips, The guide summllrlzes the Important science
features which may be seen Itt a particular place, gives the names of the
individual to be contacted, and other important items of Information neces­
sary for planning a successful educational experience.

Special attention Is directed to the role which can be played by In­
dnstry. For some time industry has made available to the science teacher
many tine educational aids such as pamphletEl, tilm strips, and motion pic­
tures. The interest which industry has in education and the personal con­
tributions which they are willing to make by making their facUities avail­
able to science classes are striking factors revealed by the contacts made In
preparing this field trip guide for Western Oklahoma.

The first edltion of the guide was prepared from a dual questionnaire.
First, a letter was sent to selected Indlvidnals In Western Oklahoma asking
them to nominate pos.cdble places or tactlitles thought to be of vftlue for
secondary school science field trips. "Western Oklahoma" Is arbitrarily
considered to he the area west of. 11 north-south Hne drawn through Ardmore
and Ponca City and Including Stillwater.
Individuals selectoo were:

1. All superintendents of public schools.

2. All Chamber of Commerce secretaries in cltles over 2,500 population.

S. A science department representative from each institution of hlgbp.f'
leamlng.

A second questionnaire was then sent to each lndtl8try, agency or fa­
MUty nominated Tequest1ng the foUowtn~ information:

1. WUliDgness to partlclpate In this cooperative program.

2. Xaln featur~ of Interest to AClence students.
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a. Apprunmate leDPh of time requ1red to tour facilities.
4. I Preferable cIa)'_ aDd tlmea of day.

6. Persona to contact lD pre-pl&DDlDa the trJp.

The lDtormatlon from each returned quest10nnalre waa C01l8OUdated
and included In the guide. A hypothetical entr')' 18 given below. Note the
letten "CP" at the end ot the tint line, lDd1catlng that th18 particular
tl1p .would be most suitable tor chemifrtry and Ithysics classes. The code
1J8ed 1Dcludee uB" for biology and "G" for general science.

XYZ OIL CORPORATION ADDRESS CITY CP

John Doe, RetlnerT 8upt. 3 brs. Mon. thru Frl.
Three days advancN notice. Chief
laboraror)' cbemlst wlll conduct tour.

All pbalK's of petroleum retmiq. C,bemical laboratory for testing and
analyzing petroleum products.

NaturallY, geogravbic locatlooiJ with geological 1>oIots of Interest are
treated sODlewhat differently. .

The re~p008e received trom school administrators and industrial or­
pnlsatioDs, as well as others, encouraged the continuation of this project
beyond Imbllshlng the tlrst guide which contained 51 places to visit. A
more extensh'e survey Is now in process using additional methods for se­
lecting entries and, at present, 169 places ot Interest are planned tor a
second edition.

A breakdown of the entries indicates the important role Which can be
vlayed by Industry in providing valuable educational opportunities.

Field Trip Entries 1st Edition 2nd Edition
Indu8trlal Organizations 25 61
Geological Formations ·1 33
Individual Collections 1 14
Educational InstltuUonij 8 7
lI'edenl Agencies 6 18
State AleU(~lett 13 18
Municipal Agencies 2 7

Total 51 lfi9

The enthusIastic letters receIved with the returned questionnaire, espe­
clally from lDduatry. indicated the Interest wblch many have in the scieuce
program of our schools. An extract from one letter Is indicative: "We
would be very happy to cooperate in tbis enterprise. It Is the feeUnjt of
all concerned that industry certainly bas a part In the development of younjt
eclentJsts.tt

Three I(leas supest themselves as possible values to be derived from
this guide and from field trips to recommended places. particularly industrial
facUlties:

1. Primarily, the promotion of an important educational experience,

2. The promotion of interest in science and the eneoura~ment of
seientltic ca~rs a8 the result of direet ob8enations and contacts.

8. The contl'lbutlon and further development ot the tine spirit of c0­
operation between Industry and educators in this state.

Science teacbers win tlnd It profitable to avail themselves of the Je.
IOUI't.'e faetutiN tn their area. The well planned field trip In slcenee may
be one of the educational experleocee and the 801U"<."8 of burplratlon which
.tIl etart lOIDe young pe1'8OD OD a lIdent'e career in Oklahoma. Tb18 Is TO-

. ~tlODal pldanee at Its bed.
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