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Reptiles and Amphibians of the Oliver Wil~life

Preserve

CILUlLES c. CABPENTEB, UDbenltJ of Ok.lalloma, Noraan

The Oliver Wildlife Preserve of the University of Oklahoma Is located
two miles south of Norman, Cleveland County, on the upper level of the
South Canadian River flood plain. This flood plain forest of approximately
60 acres is maintained tor biological research. The once dominant Cotton
woods have been mostly replaced by Green Ash, American Elm and
Persimmon. Due to the grazing of about fifteen head of cattle, the under
growth is poorly developed. Rotting logs are abundant throughout the
preserve. A few small pools are present in years of normal rainfall, and
frequently the northwest corner of the forest is flooded for a few weeks
in the spring. An open area at the southern part of the woods represents
a sand bar of a past channel of the South Canadian River, The tollowin((
check list of amphibians and reptiles is presented with the hope that
interest will be created for more research on the preserve and as a reference
for future workers in the area.

The following terms are use<\ to desiRDate the relative abundance of the
species listed a8 determined by approximately two hundred trips to the
preser\'e over a period of four years: Rar~ne or two individuals recorded;
few-three to twelve: common-thirteen to fifty; abundant-fifty one to
one hundred; very abundant-over one hundred individuals recorded.

The common names used in this paper are those set up by a com
mittee of the American SO<'iety of I<'hthyolo((ists and Herpetolo,osts
(Copeia 19:>6(3): 176-185) in an effort to present a stable check U8t of
names for amphibians and reptlles.

CLASS AMPHIBIA

Order enudata
Ambystomidae

.4mbY8toma texanflm MattheR Small-mouthed Salamander
Abundant. Recorded after heavy rainR or during contlnllln(( rainy
weather. Use crayfish burrows.

Order Anura
Bufonidae

Rtffo te. 10oodhotl8ei Girard Rocky Mountain Toad
Rare.

Hylidae

Acr18 grll11tl8 blanch.ardi Harper Blanchard's Cricket Frog
. Few. About small ponds in spring and summer.

Paeudacri8 clarki Baird Spotted Chorus Frog
Rare. Ha\"'e been heard singing after heavy rain.

Mlcrohylldae

Mkrohllla carolinerula olwacea Hallowell Great Plains Narrow-mm""M
Toad

Few. Choruses heard after heavy rain when woods flooded.

Ranidae

ROJ«J cale.beWft4 Shaw Bullfrog
Rare. Probably transients from South Canadian River.

RaJ«J pi,ne,.a berla,ulier~ Baird Rio Grande J~pard Frog
Few. About fRIlaU ponds In RPr1n~and summer.
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CLASS REPTILIA
Order Chelonia

Chelydridae
Cleilldrtl I•••peMlnG UDDaeus Common SnappiDg Turtle

Co~on: ~I~ted )V1t~ small ponds.
KinosternidM

Kmo.,eN,lOta f. Ilave,cen, Ag(l88lz Y~llow )Iqd Turtle
Very abundant. In small 1>0018 throughout preeerve.

Emyc;Udae
Terra,,~e ooroUna trlunuui. Agassiz Three·toed Box T1Jr1;le

Very abundant.
Terrapene o. ornata Agassiz Ornate Box Turtle

Abundant.
P,eudemll' ,cripta elegan. Wled Red.eared Turtle

Rare. }l'ound in hibernation only.

Order Sauria
Iguanldae

8ceiopONl' undula'u, garman, Boulenger Northern Prairie Lizard
Abllndant. AS80<'Iated with logs and stumps In open areas.

Anguldae
Ophi,aurv, a. attenua'"' Baird Western Slender Glass Lizard

}'ew. }I'oul1d In open areas with good grass cover.

Teidae
C,.emldoplt.oru, ,e"Uneatu. I.lnnaeus Six-lined Racerunner

Common. Active near open sand bar area.
Scincldae

Lygo'f»na la 'erale Say Ground Sklnk
Very abundant. On forest floor ot entire preserve.

Eumece. la.clatu. Unnaeu8 Five.lIned Skink
Abundant. Associated with rotting logs.

Btlmecu ,cptcntrlonali. obtu,iro.lttri, Bocourt Southern Prairie Sklnk
Rar~.

Order Serpentes
Colubridae

Na'rl:4 grahami Baird and Girard Graham's Water Snake
Rare. Observed only under very wet conditions.

8toreria dekayi (subsp. 'ezana') Trapido Texas Brown Snake
Commoll.

TAam"opllia ,auntu, prol&"imu, Say Western Ribbon Snake
Few.

TAamnop1&18 ,irtaU, parietalia Say Red-sided Garter Snake
Common.

Dl6dopAu ,unctaltM aNllIl Kennicott Prairie Ring-neck Snake
Rare.

CoJubcr oon'rictor floviveft'n, Say Eastern Yellow-bellled Racel
Rare.

Jloallcoplti. f. 'JageUum Shaw Eastern Coachwhip.
Rare.

OpAeodry, aellivu. Ltnnaeus Rough GreEi'n Snake
Few.

814,,1&e 0. ob,olda Say Black Rat Snske
Few.

LoM))f'OJ)eUu c. colUga,'er Harlan Pnlrle Klngsnake
Ra~.

LoMJf'O,e"CI (16'.'" Aollwooti Stejn~r Spt"ekled Klnpoake
Few.
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