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Demographic Trends of the Negro
(1890.1950) in Oklahoma
E. B. EDJlOND8, Langston Unh'enltJ, Langston, Oklahoma

Living 8S we do in a dynamic social order it becomes necessary from
time to time to take inventory of people as well as of material goods. An~'

considerable population group varies from time to time in its own composition,
In its relationship to other population groups, and in the direction of its
movements. Those who would study and seek solutions to the problems con
nected with such a group muSt be kept informed as to significant trends.

Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to compile a selected series of pert
inent data on the Negro population in Oklahoma, and to point out what ap
pears to be significant trends in that population, with particular reference
to the recent decade, 1940-1950.

The materials herein presented are based upon the United State~

census Reports. However, in the census reports these materials are rather
scattered, and often not easily accessible to many persons. It is felt and hoped
that such a compilation as this will prove of service.

Because of the limited time and space the method used throughout
is descriptive. The inclinations to interpret and to analyze have been strong,
but any such attempts must be reserved for a later work on the subject.

The areas treated are presented in the following order: (1) racial com
position of the Oklahoma population, (2) Negro population by counties, (3)
rural-urban distribution, (4) population by urban areas, (5) rural-urban sex
ratios, (6) age distribution of the population, and (7) rural-urban distribu
tion.1

RACIAL COMPOSITIO~ of the POPULATION of OKLAHOMA

The population of Oklahoma unlike most states has been composed of
three major racIal groups, namely, White, Negro,· and Indian. An interesting
trend as revealed in Table 1 is the progressive movement toward a bi-racial
composition. This can be seen in the gradual reduction of the percentage
of the Indian population from 24.9 per cent in 1890 to 2.4 per cent in 1950.

The White popUlation has shown the most marked increase in propor
tion to the total population, gradually growing larger from 66.7 per cent in
1800 to 90.2 })('r cent in 1950. On the other hand, the Negro population, though
at times tluxuating, had in 1950 reached its lowest proportion to the total
population, that of 6.5 per cent.

An examination of the losses in population between 1940 and 1950 re
veals that whereas the White population decreased by 70,249 or 3.3 per
cent, the Negro population decreased by 23,346 or a percentage loss of 13.8,
and the Indian population decreased by 9,356 constituting a percentage loss
of 14.7. ThUs, having loss far more heavily in actual numbers, the Whites
actually gained in proportion. In spite of the apparent leveling off of thi8
decline in 1930 and 1940, it seems reasonable to assume that the trend is
toward a gradual lowering of the proportion of Negroes to the total pop
ulation.

~EGBO :POPULATIO~ By COUNTIE8

In Table 2 can be seen the distribution of the Negro population by
counties. Only two of the seventy-seven colmties contained no Negroes in
1000 which is a decrease from the five such counties in 1940. Over 60 per cent
of the counties contain less than 1,000 Negroes, and 48 per cent, or slightlY
less than one-half, of the counties cantaln legs than 500 Negroes; with 20
per cent of the counties containing less than 100 r\egroes each.

1 :ror • a1m11ar work lD the fteld see HUl. Mosene C.. and RIchards. Bucene S., "DemO
"..pblc Trada of The Ne,ro lD Otdabema," T•• "ut•••t ....r.... Vol 2, No.1. WInter.
1N8, pp. C7 -83.
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In 1940 the Negro populatiuu in twt'uty-four countlt's constituted G per
cent or more ot the total population in theSt' countlt'S, whUe In 19C5O thl.
number waw Increased to twenty-rive such counties. However In llKO there
were thirteen counties in which the Negro population was io per cent or
more ot the total population, whUe in 1950 this numbt'r was reduced to onlJ'
nine counties.

In 1940 the ten largest cuuntit>g contained 62.5 per cent uf the total
Xegro population, whereas in 1050 the ten largest counUt'8 contalneod &Ul pl'r
('e~t. Eight ot the ten such counties included in the 1950 report were alMo In
duded in the 1940 report, the two new counties for 19"',,0 bt'lng Chocta,,· and
Comanche replacing Wagoner and ~eminole. This 8t'ems to suggest the ('ou,
tinued gradual concentration of the X£>gro population In Oklahoma.

RURAL-CRBA:oi DlSTJtJBUTION

An examination of Table 3 re'-eals the rapid growth of the urban IMlIl
ulaUon, a moderate increaRe in the rural non-farm popUlation, and II IIIsrkeod
decrease in the rural farm population. There is a strong trend In the ~t'gro
l)()pulation to become increasingly urban as can be seoen In the gruwth trom
26.9 per cent in 1910, 47.2 per ('ent in 1H40, and 09.0 per cent In 19~(), The
percentage of Negroes <'1asst>d as uroan has been consistently hiKher than
that for the total population. In W:)U the Xf'~ru population was rm.o iter ('ent
while the total urban I)()llllilltiuu wa~ :i1.0 )leI' ('fOnt, Hcm't'\·t'r, tht' rate of
urban increase for aU classes from 19-!O to WrlO, :l:; Ilt'r <.-ent was somewhat
higher than the rate for l\'egl'oE's, 25.U IK'r Ct'nt. It st't'RlS probnblt' that tbe
increase in the size of the ~egro populatiun classed as urban will tend to level
off in the future.

The rural population de<'retu'le from i:U IK'r ('t'llt In 1\)10 to l"i2.8 per
cent in 1940 and 41.0 ver ('ent in Wi)(} with the J{l'enter Ilart of thi~ lK'rcenUlKe
being non-farm. Perhaps the most striking dlffprt'!}('e between lH4U and 19M
can be seen in the drop in the rural farm populatiull, Thf're waM a 1081'1 ot
29,561 persons since 1940, a percentage loss of 50.2 per ('ellt. This rate approx
imately doubles the rate of decrease of rural farm Ilopulation between 1930
and 1940 which was a decrease of 25.9 per cent. The risl' in the rural non-form
percentage from 17.9 in lWO to 20.9 in W:'iO IIIlly indicate Il l'1hlt't from rural
farm to rural non-farm because of O('('ulJutioulll (·hlmges.

DISTRIliU'IO:-i By ("RDAX ARF:AR

In 1940 stwenty-four nren3 were dassified llS urhlln:t, while In 1900,
eighty-six were so classified. Of these eighty-six urban areas, Nerroes
resided in all save five. In 1940 only seventeen townl!t contained more than
1,000 ~egroes, while in 19GO this number waH reduce<) to fifteen sud) towns.

The Negro population in 1940 constituted 10 per ('eut of the total, pop..
ulation in 22 urban areas. whereas in lUaU the uumber had de<.'reased to cmly
twenty such areas. Although there ·was an Increase in the numbt'r of towns
containing Xegroes, the Negro I>Olmlation in most 8~('h towns did nnt <'On
tiuue to grow. The ten cities containin~ the largest ~e~o population ronB«..
tuted approximately 73 per cent or the Xegro poPuI.ation, urban, and 42 per
cent ot the total Negro population. Though the ~egro l)Opulation became
more urban in 1950, there was a ~eneral decrease In the proportion of tbe
Negro population to the total population of these areas. There seems~tle
doubt that the Negro population is becoming more and more concentra .

SEX COMP08ITION

A be i Table 5 dealing with the sex ratios, there has been
s can seen n 1 100 females Tbi8 has been

a gradual reduction in the number of ma es per . 00 femalN tor
true in all classes resulting in the ratio of ~:~ma~: tl~ e::i1~.1. The 19C5O 
19M indicating a continued decline R

t
lnce

t
th t ~be sexes have been out of

returns indicate no change in the ac a
• Urban areas are dettned by the Bureau of the Census .. "an IDCOrP01'&ted plaees baYial

2,500 inhabitants or more."
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proportion since 1010, yet, the trend has been toward a· ch~ge in the pro
portions from an excess ot males to an excess of females. Although the
urban population has increased trom 1940 to ~1950,it is significant that the
ratio of males to femftles has remained constant, 88.1. On the other hand,
the rural sex ratios have decreased in both the rural farm and rural non
farm approximately equality among the rural non-farm, 100.5. The trend
in all classes seems to be toward the gradual decrease in the number of
males per 100 females in tile population.

AOE COMPOSITION

In Table 6 is shown the age distribution of the Negro population. Au
examination ot this table will disclose that although for 1940 there was
a percentage decrease in all age groups under 25 years of age, there was an in
crease in all age groups over 25 years of age. There are some notable ex
ceptions in the 1950 figures. In the age group under 5 years and 5 to 9 years
there were increases, whereas there was a decrease in the age group 25 to 44
years. In 1910, 50.6 per cent of the Negro population was under 25 years of
age, in 1940, 49.3 per cent, while in 1950 only 47.7 per cent were under 25
yearlf of age. It should be noted that the two greatest losses fell in the age
groups 25 to 44 and 15 to 19 years. These findings would indicate that the
Negro population of Oklahoma is consistently growing older, and that it is
sustaining its greatest losses in the most productive age groups.

RURAL-URBAN AGE DISTRffiUTION

Table 7 is concerned with rural-urban age distribution. In 1940 approx
imately 43 per cent of the urban Ne~ro population was under 25 years of
age, whereas in 1950 this percentage was increased slightly to 44.1 per
cent. The percentage of persons under 25 years of age for rural farm and
rural non-farm were 57.4 per cent and 49.7 per cent in 1940, while these per
centages changed in 1950 to 55.2 per cent and 50.9 per cent respectively. Even
though there was a decline in the percentage of urban persons under 25 years
of age in 1950, the increase in the number of persons under 25 years of age
constituted a gain of 3.663 or approximately 59 per cent of the total urban
gain tor all classes.

SUMMARY

On the basis of the several sets of statistics presented in this stndy, it
does seem reasonable to make the following generalizations:

1. The population of Oklahoma has been in decline since 1930, a trend
which has been true for the three major racial or cultural groupings.

2. The Negro population has lost not only in actual numbers but in
its proportion to the total population. a situation also true ot the Indian
population.

S. There is evidence of a gradual shift toward greater concentration of
the Negro population, in 1950 ten counties contained 64.9 per cent of the
total Negro population.

4. The Negro population has led the way in the strong trend toward a
Bhltt in the total population trom rural to an urban population. In 1950
the total population was classed as 51.0 per cent urban whereas the Negro
population was 59.0 per cent urban.

6. The most significant shift in the Negro population was the 50.2 per
cent decline in the rural farm population, suggesting a sharp transition in
occupations ot a considerable portion ot the Negro population.

6. There was a continuation in 1950 of the trend toward gradual de
cline In the proportion of Negro males to Negro females, the present ratio
being 93.8 males to every 100 females.
. 7. The Negro population is becoming Increasingly older, while concur
rently it has taken its major losses in the age categories 25 to 44 years and
16 to 19 years.
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