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Demographic Trends of the Negro
(1890-1950) in Oklahoma

E. R. EDMONDS, Langston University, Langston, Oklahoma

Living as we do in a dynamic social order it becomes necessary from
time to time to take inventory of people as well as of material goods. Any
considerable population group varies from time to time in its own composition,
in its relationship to other population groups, and in the direction of its
movements. Those who would study and seek solutions to the problems con-
nected with such a group must be kept informed as to significant trends.

Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to compile a selected series of pert-
inent data on the Negro population in Oklahoma, and to point out what ap-
pears to be significant trends in that population, with particular reference
to the recent decade, 1940-1950.

The materials herein presented are based upon the United States
Census Reports. However, in the census reports these materials are rather
scattered, and often not easily accessible to many persons. It is felt and hoped
that such a compilation as this will prove of service.

Because of the limited time and space the method used throughout
is descriptive. The inclinations to interpret and to analyze have been strong,
but any such attempts must be reserved for a later work on the subject.

The areas treated are presented in the following order: (1) racial com-
position of the Oklahoma population, (2) Negro population by counties, (3)
rural-urban distribution, (4) population by urban areas, (5) rural-urban sex
ratiols, (6) age distribution of the population, and (7) rural-urban distribu-
tion. .

RaAciaL CoMposITION of the POPULATION of OKLAHOMA

The population of Oklahoma unlike most states has been composed of
three major racial groups, namely, White, Negro, and Indian. An interesting
trend as revealed in Table 1 is the progressive movement toward a bi-racial
composition. This can be seen in the gradual reduction of the percentage
of the Indian population from 24.9 per cent in 1890 to 2.4 per cent in 1950.

The White population has shown the most marked increase in propor-
tion to the total population, gradually growing larger from 66.7 per cent in
1890 to 90.2 per cent in 1950. On the other hand, the Negro population, though
at times fluxuating, had in 1950 reached its lowest proportion to the total
population, that of 6.5 per cent.

An examination of the losses in population between 1940 and 1950 re-
veals that whereas the White population decreased by 70,249 or 3.3 per
cent, the Negro population decreased by 28,346 or a percentage loss of 13.8,
and the Indian population decreased by 9,356 constituting a percentage loss
of 14.7. Thus, having loss far more heavily in actual numbers, the Whites
actually gained in proportion. In spite of the apparent leveling off of this
decline in 1930 and 1940, it seems reasonable to assume that the trend is
;(;thilrd a gradual lowering of the proportion of Negroes to the total pop-

ation.

NEGRO PoPULATION BY COUNTIES

In Table 2 can be seen the distribution of the Negro population by
counties. Only two of the seventy-seven counties contained no Negroes in
1950 which is a decrease from the five such counties in 1940. Over 60 per cent
of the counties contain less than 1,000 Negroes, and 48 per cent, or slightly
less than one-half, of the counties cantain less than 500 Negroes, with 20
per cent of the counties containing less than 100 Negroes each.

1¥or a similar work in the fleld see Hill, Mozelle C., and Richards, Eugene S., ‘‘Demo-
mgm:n%of The Negro in Oklahema,” The Seuthwest leurmal, Vol 2, No. 1, Winter.
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In 1840 the Negro population in twenty-four countles
i
cent or more of the total population in these counties, wg?enl;utle&os tll’:‘i:
number wag increased to twenty-five such counties. However, in 1940 there
were thirteen counties in which the Negro population was 10 per cent or

more of the total population, while in 19 d
nine counties. 50 this number was reduced to only

In 1940 the ten largest counties contained 62.5 per >
Negro population, whereas.in 19350 the ten largest coun{iea cc:::al(nidﬁ:}et.ﬂt‘x:
cent. Eight of the ten such counties included in the 1950 report were also fn-
cluded in the 1940 report, the two new counties for 1950 being Choctaw and
Comanche replacing Wagoner and Seminole. This seems to suggest the cou-
tinued gradual concentration of the Negro population in Oklahoma.

RURAL-URBAN DISTRIRUTION

An examination of Table 3 reveals the rapid growth of the urban pop-
ulation, a moderate increase in the rural non-farm population, and a marked
decrease in the rural farm population. There is a strong trend in the Negro
population to become increasingly urbun as can be seen in the growth from
26.9 per cent in 1910, 47.2 per cent in 1940, and 59.0 per cent in 1950. The
percentage of Negroes classed as urban has been consistently higher than
that for the total population. In i950 the Negro population was 59.0 per cent
while the total urban population was 31.0 per cent. However, the rate of
urban increase for all classes from 1940 to 1950, 35 per cent was somewhat
higher than the rate for Negroes, 25.9 per cent. It seems probable that the
increase in the size of the Negro population classed as urban will tend to level
off in the future.

The rural population decrease from 73.1 per cent in 1910 to 52.8 per
cent in 1940 and 41.0 per cent in 1930 with the greater part of this percentage
being non-farm. Perhaps the most striking difference between 1940 and 1950
can be seen in the drop in the rural farm population. There was a loss of
29,561 persons since 1940, a percentage loss of 30.2 per cent. This rate approx-
imately doubles the rate of decrease of rural farm population between 1930
and 1940 which was a decrease of 25.9 per cent. The rise in the rural non-form
percentage from 17.9 in 1940 to 20.9 in 1950 may indicate a shift from rural
farm to rural non-farm because of occupational changes.

DisTRIBUTION BY URBAN AREAS

In 1940 seventy-four areas were classified as urban?, while in 1950,
eighty-six were so classified. Of these eighty-six urban areas, Negroes
resided in all save five. In 1940 only seventeen towns contained more than
1,000 Negroes, while in 1950 this number was reduced to fifteen such towns,

The Negro ulation in 1940 constituted 10 per cent of the total pop-
ulation in 22g urt?:g) areas, whereas in 1950 the number had decreased to only
twenty such areas. Although there.was an increase in the number of towns
containing Negroes, the Negro population in most sqch towns did not con-
tinue to grow. The ten cities containing the largest Negro population consti-
tuted approximately 73 per cent of the Negro popul}ltion. urban, and 42 per
cent of the total Negro population. Though the Negro population became
more urban in 1950, there was a general decrease in the proportion of the
Negro population to the total population of these areas. There seemsél;tle
doubt that the Negro population is becoming more and more concentrated.

SEx COMPOBITION has been
] 3 ling with the sex ratios, there has
e B e of les per 100 females. This has been
93.8 males to every 100 females for
1930 when it was 101.7. The 1950 -
the sexes have been out of

“a1] incorporated places having

As can be seen in
a gradual reduction in the number of ma
true in all classes resulting in the ratio of
1950 indicating a continued decline since
returns indicate no change in the fact that

s Urban areas are defined by the Bureau of the Census as
2,500 inhabitants or more.”
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proportion since 1910, yet, the trend has been toward a change in the pro-
portions from an excess of males to an excess of females. Although the
urban population has increased from 1940 to 1950, it is significant that the
ratio of males to females has remained constant, 88.1. On the other hand,
the rural sex ratios have decreased in both the rural farm and rural non-
farm approximately equality among the rural non-farm, 100.5. The trend
in all classes seems to be toward the gradual decrease in the number of
males per 100 females in the population.

AGE COMPOSITION

In Table 6 is shown the age distribution of the Negro population. An
examination of this table will disclose that although for 1940 there was
a percentage decrease in all age groups under 25 years of age, there was an in-
crease in all age groups over 25 years of age. There are some notable ex-
ceptions in the 1950 figures. In the age group under 5 years and 5 to 9 years
there were increases, whereas there was a decrease in the age group 25 to 44
years. In 1910, 59.6 per cent of the Negro population was under 25 years of
age, in 1940, 49.3 per cent, while in 1950 only 47.7 per cent were under 25
yeare of age. It should be noted that the two greatest losses fell in the age
groups 25 to 44 and 15 to 19 years. These findings would indicate that the
Negro population of Oklahoma is consistently growing older, and that it is
sustaining its greatest losses in the most productive age groups.

RURAL-UBBAN AGE DISTRIBUTION

Table 7 is concerned with rural-urban age distribution. In 1940 approx-
imately 43 per cent of the urban Negro population was under 25 years of
age, whereas in 1950 this percentage was increased slightly to 44.1 per
cent. The percentage of persons under 25 years of age for rural farm and
rural non-farm were 57.4 per cent and 49.7 per cent in 1940, while these per-
centages changed in 1950 to 55.2 per cent and 50.9 per cent respectively. Even
though there was a decline in the percentage of urban persons under 25 years
of age in 1950, the increase in the number of persons under 25 years of age
constituted a gain of 3,663 or approximately 59 per cent of the total urban
gain for all classes.

SUMMARY

On the basis of the several sets of statistics presented in this study, it
does seem reasonable to make the following generalizations:

1. The population of Oklahoma has been in decline since 1930, a trend
which has been true for the three major racial or cultural groupings.

2. The Negro population has lost not only in actual numbers but in
its proportion to the total population, a situation also true of the Indian
population.

8. There is evidence of a gradual shift toward greater concentration of
the Negro population, in 1950 ten counties contained 64.9 per cent of the
total Negro population.

4. The Negro population has led the way in the strong trend toward a
shift in the total population from rural to an urban population. In 1950
the total population was classed as 51.0 per cent urban whereas the Negro
population was 59.0 per cent urban.

5. The most significant shift in the Negro populatlon was the 50.2 per
cent decline in the rural farm population, suggesting a sharp transition in
occupations of a considerable portion of the Negro population.

6. There was a continuation in 1950 of the trend toward gradual de-
cline in the proportion of Negro males to Negro females, the present ratio
being 93.8 males to every 100 females.

7. The Negro population is becoming increasingly older, while concur-
rently it has taken its major losses in the age categories 25 to 44 years and
15 to 19 years.
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