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Viability of the Eggs of Bu/o cognatus I

AKTHI'R ~. BRAGG and JAl'K BKt:f4Lt:R, ('ftln-rlflt, of Oklahoma, ~orm.aa

Sometime ago (1) it was noted that although certain types of con·
taminatlon of pools may prevent hatching of eggs of Buto co"nfltuf. normally
Dloet clutches maintain a high percentage of hatchinK it lett undisturbed
In naturally formed pools. From time to time since these early observations,
a clutch of egga has been found In wblcb batcbing percentage seemed lower
tban normal, but no actual figures have been secured.

On June 13. 1951, very recently hatched larvae of Bulo cQ"natw.Jf were
dl~Tered in a temporary pool In a wheatfield at tbe edge of Norman.
Alao pre.ent were the gelatinous envelopes from wbicb tbey bad JUlt
f'mel'lecl, Some of tbese Jelly.tringa were collected and caunta were made
of IDdlndual capsules In whicb tbe egga originally lay. Empty C&ptul.
were Interpreted to represent viable (1.e. hatched) eggs and full C&ptlulet
~o repreeent nonviable ones (lnumuch .. tbe capeulated qgl did not
enlop wben taken to tbe laboratory) •
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It PROCEEDINGS OF THE OKLAHOMA

On lbll bull. of • total of 1331 there were 882 nonviable and 449
vIable .... eounted. If lbt, umple may be taken 88 typical of tbe clutcb
al • whole'. lhl' reprnent. about 34% halchability for this particular
elate".

There .a. Dll evident lJOurce of pool-contamillatlon and no other indi­
ealJr;n .. tt, a prot_hIe caulMl Cur the poor viability of this particular clutch.
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