
• PROOBBDINOS OP THE OKLAHOMA

A PRELIMINARY LIST OF THE FISHES OF
ELEVEN OKLAHOMA LAKES
GORDON Eo BALL. UDlYenl~1 of Oldaboma,. Nonaan

Thla UIt ot ftahes 18 based upon collect1ona made from eleven Oklahoma
Jakel durtnl the 8UIJ1mer of 1948 by a survey crew of 4 men, sponsored by
the Oklahoma Game and JP1sh Department. The samples were taken with 20
toot minnow seines of % Inch square mesh and 10 foot fry seines. OW net
and hook and line catches were not Included. Since a taxonomic study was
not the primary objective of the survey, this 11st 18 not complete In some in
atancee. It Includes rather the smaller individuals commonly occurr1ng In the
aballow areas of the lakes and headwater tributaries.

The averqe time spent on each lake was three days and nights for the
lmaner lakes and one to two weeks on the larger impoundments. During
& portion of the day small seines were used in the shallow waters to supple
ment the Ill1 net catches. The young of game and rough fish as well as forage
apec1eI were obtained by thls method. samples from each seine haul were
preeerved on the spot in 10% formalin; all collections from each lake were
placed qether and saved for future Identification. Since the results of
the I1ll net collections wUl be reported elsewhere, the purpose of this paper'
18 to report on those species taken with seines from the eleven lakes.

The size and location of the lakes considered in thls report are recorded
In Table 1.

TABLE I
Size and Location 01 Oklahoma Lakes Studied

Summer 0/ 1948

335
250

1,320
643
95

205
3,800
1,700

110

DAD or
CoU&CTIOR

May 20
June &-22

June 3O-Jul. 2
July 8-8
July 14-18
July 18-20
July 28-.
Ju17 3O-AUI. 1
Alii. 8-11
Aua·12-14
Sept. 8

LAD
sand Springs Park Lake
Orand Lake

Cllnton Lake
Comanche Lake
Shawnee City Lake
OkmuJc'ee City Lake
Pawhuska Lake
Cleveland City Lake
Lake Hefner
Lake OVerholser
Fairfax Lake

SIZE
COUNTY (SURFACE ACRJ:S)

Tulsa Under 50
Mayes, Delaware 55,000

and Ottawa
Custer
Stephens
Pottawatomie
Okmulgee
Pawhuska
Pawnee
Oklahoma
Canadian
Osage

UPlsaSTBIDAB - OAR FAMILY
1. LepUoatfta productu.t Cope. Spotted gar.

Orand Lake (H1ckory Point Cove, Horse Creek, carey Bay and cayuga)
uncommon.

2. LepUoIteua ouna 0%prU Raflneeque. Northern longnose gar.
OraDel Lab (Hickory Point Cover. Hone Creek, Carey Bay and cayuga>

-«JIDmon.

CLUP.IDU - BBRRINO PAJGLY
Ie DonoMa~.. Le seuer. otaard abad. .

'&baWD. Oily Lake: OkmuJaee Clly Lake: Cleveland 0lt7 Lake: Lake
JJefDer: Late Overho18er; 0raDd Late (00uDcIl HolloW, 0IQ'Up,
0U'eJ SQ. Hone Oreet> - each place abundant.
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CATOSTOMIDAB - SUCKER PAMILY
4. MegGltomatobus CJIJ)rinell4. (Valenciennes). Bigmouth buffalo.

Grand Lake (CouncU Hollow, Carey Bay) - young very common.
5. IctWbus ni{1er (Ratinesque). Black buffalo.

Grand Lake (Carey Bay) - uncommon.
6. IctiobUB bubGlus (Rafineaque). Smallmouth buffalo.

Grand Lake (Carey Bay) - common.
7. Carptodes carpio carpio (Ratineaque>. Northern carpsucker.

Band Springs Park Lake; Grand Lake (carey Bay) - uncommon.
8. ClIcleptus elongatus (Le 8euer). Blue sucker.

Grapd Lake (Carey Bay) - uncommon. Two small specimens col
lected here were reported by Moore and Cross (8).

9. Moxostoma aureolum (Le 8euer). Northern redhorae.
Grand Lake - 1 large specimen. Reported by Moore and Cross (8).

CYPRINIDAE - MINNOW FAMILY
10. ClIprinus carpio Linnaeus. Carp.

Lake Hefner (one abnormal specimen with caudal fin completely
gone); Grand Lake (Cayuga, Carey Bay, Drowninl Creek, Hone
Creek, Hickory Point Cove) - very common.

11. Notemigonus crysoleucas (Mitchell>. Golden shiner.
Comanche Lake; Shawnee City Lake; Cleveland City Lake - nowhere
common.

12. Notropfs percobromus (Cope). Plains shiner.
Lake Overholser; Cleveland City Lake (Ranch Creek) - uncommon.

13. Notropfs zonatus ¢lsbr1/i Fowler. Arkansas striped shiner.
Grand Lake (Drowning Creek, Hickory Point Cove) - uncommon.

14. Notropfs blennius· (Girard). River shiner.
Cleveland City Lake (Ranch Creek) - uncommon.

15. Notropis venustus venustus (Girard). Texas blacktall shiner.
Comanche Lake - very common.

16. Notropfs lutrensis lutrensis (Baird and Girard). Plains red .hiner. CUn
ton Lake; Comanche Lake; Shawnee City Lake; Pawhuska Lake;
Cleveland City Lake; Lake Hefner (50% infected with tapeworm,

Ligula intesUnaliB): Lake Overholser; Grand Lake (Council Hollow,
Drowning Creek, Horse Creek, Whitewater, Honey Creek, Carey Bay)
-everywhere very common. .

17. Notropis deliciosus missuriensis· (Cope). Plains sand shiner.
Cleveland City Lake (Ranch Creek) - uncommon.

18. PhenacobiusmirabUis (Girard). Suckermouth minnow.
Cleveland City Lake (Ranch Creek) - uncommon.

19. Dionda nubUa (Forbes). Or.ark minnow.
Grand Lake (Council Hollow, Carey Bay) - uncommon.

20. Pimep1uJles promeltu conlertw (Gitard). SOuthern fathead minnow.
Lake Hefner - very common.

21. Ceratichthlls peTspicuw· (Girard). Bullhead minnow.
Shawnee City Lake; Cleveland City Lake; Lake Hefner; Grand Lake
(Carey Bay, Honey Creek, Horse Creek) - fairly common.

22. Ceratichthlls vIgU4z. Baird and Girard. Parrot minnow.
CUnton Lake - uncommon.

23. HlIborhJIfIChus notatus (Rafineaque). Bluntnoee minnow.
Pawhuska Lake; Patrfax Lake - common.

24. Campost0m4 anomalum pullum (Aga.uiz). central ItoneroUer.
Lake Hefner - uncommon; Grand Lake <CoUDC11 Hollow, Drowntnc
Creek, Whitewater, Honey creek, B1ckory Point Cove) - everywhere
common.

AMEIUSIDAB - CATFISH FAMILY
25. IctalUI'UB ltJc1utJU pu1lCt4ttu (Ratlneaque). Southern channel catftlb.

Comanche Lake; Orand IMe <C&yup) - UDCOIDIDOD.
26. A1IIduru meltu catvlUB (Girard). 8outhwe.tan black bullhead.

Late Helner - uncommon.
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:1'1. SCllflbeoclU fnllgn" (RIchardson). Slender madtom.
Orand Lake (Whitewater) - uncommon.

CYPBINODONTIDAE - TOPMINNOW PAMILY
28. 'UMUZ.,. ftOt4t.,. (Ratlnelque). Blackband topminnow.

OtmultJee etty Lake - common; Cleveland etty Lake - uncommon.
29. 'undUZ.. olftxJcetll (Storer>. Black spotted topminnow.

OkmultJee etty Late - common; Grand Late (Councll Hollow) 
uncommon.

30. PltJncter1u kamu (Garman). Plalna t1l11tlah.
Late Hefner - common; Grand Lake (Honey Creek) - uncommon.

POECILIIDAE - LIVEBEARER FAMILY
31. GGmbu.IIcJ allln" a.fffn" (Baird aDd Girard). M1ss1ss1ppi mosqultofish.

Comanche Late - common; Okmulgee etty Lake - common; Cleve
land City Late - uncommon; Lake Hefner - uncommon.

SEBR.ANIDAE - BASS FAMILY
32. Lepfbema. chrll'op, (Raftnesque). White bass.

Late Overholser; Lake Hefner - common in each lake.
PER.CIDAE - PERCH FAMILY

33. Percfna. ca.produ carbona.rUJ (Baird and Girard>. Southwestern logperch.
Clinton Lake - not common; Grand Late (Drowning Creek, Councll
Hollow) - uncommon.

34. PoecUfchthll' ",ectabUu Agassiz. Orangethroat darter.
Grand Lake (Drowning Creek> - one specimen.

CENTR.ARCHIDAE - S~H FANaLY
35. MfcropterUl punctulatw punctulatw (Rafinesque>. Northern spotted

black bass.
Okmulgee Ctty Lake - uncommon; Fairfax Lake-one specimen; Lake
Hefner-one specimen; Grand Lake (Cayuga, Horse Creek, Drown
ing Creek, Honey Creek, Hickory Point Cove) - common all over
Grand Late.

38. Mfcroptenu IGlmolde, (Ladpede). Largemouth black bass.
Clinton Lake; Comanche Lake; Shawnee otty Lake; Okmulgee otty
Lake; Pawhuaka Lake; Cleveland City Lake; Fairfax Lake; Sand
aprlnp Park Lake; Lake Hefner; Grand Lake (Councll Hollow,
Carey Bay, Cayuga, Horse Creek, Honey Creek, Duck Creek, Hickory
Point Cove> - common in all lakes; very common in seine hauls
from Comancbe and Grand Lakes.

37. ChGenobfllttw corOfUU'iw (Bartram). Warmouth.
Comanche Lake; Shawnee otty Lake; Cleveland etty Lake; - com
mon in Cleveland City Lake, uncommon in the other two.

38. Lepomu cra.neliUl Rat1neBque. (Jreen sunfish.
OUnton Late; Comanche Lake; Pawhuska Late; Cleveland City Lake;
Late Hefner; Grand Lake (Drownlnr Creek)--common everywhere
except Grand Lake.

31. Lepomu humu.. (Girard). Orangeapot~ sunfish.
CUnton Late - very commOn; Okmulgee City Lake - common;
Cleveland City Lake - very common; Orand Lake (Drowntnr Creek,
Whitewater. Hiekory Point Cove) - uncommon.

40. LeJ)orIUI wugcalo«a bret1fceps (Baird and Olrard) . Oklahoma longear sun
fiah.

OkmuJcee City Lake; PawhUBta Lake; Cleveland City Lake; 8and
apr1Daa Park Lake; Lake Hefner; Grand Lake (Cayura, Whitewater.
~ Creek. Duck Creek) --common in Orand Lake.

tl. macrocIafru macroclUrul Rat1neaque. Common blueg11l.
OUnton Lake; Oomancbe Lake; PawhUlta Lake; Orand. Late <White
water. HIckory Point Cove. Honey Creek) - uncommon except in
Comanche Lake.

U. l.epotAQ wdorolophu (Gunther>. Readear sunflah.
OUDton ~e; Palrfu Lake; 8ancIaprtnp Park Lake - DOwhele com
moD.

a. PoMQZfa aaalcIrfa RaftneIque. White erappIe.
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TABLE U

SpecW 0/ Fghu TtIkeJI mSeveral Okl4homG Laker, IH1.

j
~ ~ J! j j BB j B ! )! ~ IJ I ~I § JJi J ~~ j jen 0 ..

LBpflosteus productus X
:'epfsosteus OSseul OXJ/Urus X
Dorosoma cepedianum X X X . X X X
M egcut0fn4toous cyprineUa X
1ctwbus niger X
Ictwbus bubaZus X
Carpk>clu carpio carpio X X
Cl/cZeptus eZongatus X
Mozostoma aureoZum X
Cl/pnnus carpio X X
Notennigonus C71/soZeuccu X X X
Notropis f)ercobromus X X
Notropis zonatus pUsbr¢ X
Notropia bZennius X
Notropia venustus venustus X
Notropfl Zutrensis lutrensfl X X X X X X X X
Notropfl deZidosus musuriensfl X
Phenacobiu.s mirabUg X
DWnda nubila X
Pimephales promeZeu con/ert", X
Ceratichthl/s perspicutu X X X X
Ceratichth7/' vf.gUaz X
Hl/borhl/nchus notatus X X
Campost0fn4 anomaZum pullum X X
Ictalurus lacustrg punctatfU X X
Ameiurus meZeu catulU8 X
SchUbe0de3 insigng X
FundulU8 notatus X X
FUndulus oZivaceous X X
Plancterus kansae X X
GClmbusia affinis ailing X X X X
Lepfbema chrylOP' X X
Percina caprodel carbonarl4 X X
PoecUichthl/' qectabUu X
Jlicropteru,s punctulatus punctUlatUl X X X X
Jlicroptenu ,almoldu X X X X X X X X X X
Clulenobrvttus coronanU8 X X X
Upomfa cyanellU8 X X X X X X
Lepomu humUil X X X X
LepomU megalotll br~ X X X X X X
Lepomg macrochlnu macrochfnll X X X X
Lepomu microlophUl X X X
pomozq annularU X X X X X
P01IUJZQ nigro-11UJCUltJttU X X X
l.4bf4at1ra dcculfU 8fcCUltU X X X X X X
AplcNUnotUl gruAmen. X

. CGtttu CGI'Olf1Iu X
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OUnton Lake: Shawnee City x.te; Pawhuska x.te: Cleveland City
tAU; Orand Late (Cayuga, Hickory Point Cove) - very common.
wherever found.

44. POf1IOZ'U n1gr0-11UICUl4tUl (Le8euer). Black crappie.
CUnton Lake - common; Pawhuska Lake - common: Grand Lake
(00uDc11 Bollow. WcJtory Point Cove).

ATHBRINIDAB - SILVERSIDE FAMILY
46. Labldathe. ricculUl ncculUl (Cope). Northern brook sUversldes.

Shawnee ctty Lake; OIanulgee City Lake; Cleveland City Lake; Band
8pr1np Park ute - extremely large 5-6 inches; Lake Hefner; Grand
Lake (CouncU Hollow, WhItewater. Honey Creek, Drowning Creek,
Hone Creek) - very common everywhere.

SCIABNIDAE - DRUM PAMILY
48. AplocUnotua grunnfe1ll Rafineaque: freshwater drum.

Orand Late (Carey Bay) - one small specimen.
COTTIDAE - SCULPIN FAMILY

.7. CottUl caro"nae GW. Muddler.
Orand Lake (Drowning Creek) - one specimen.

RECAPITULATION
Porty-seven species were taken from the eleven lakes and headwater tribu

taries (Table II). Thirty-two of the forty-seven species were taken In Orand
Late. with the rest of the lakes averaging between four and seventeen species.
AI to frequency of occurrence of some of the species, largemouth bass were
taken in every late except one; red shiners were found In eight of the eleven
lates; and gizzard shad, brook sIlversides, and several sunfishes were taken
In I1x lates. Eleven species were taken only In Orand Lake. Most of the latter
apedes were young of rough fishes. Collections were made In Orand Lake early
in June when the young fish were probably still In the shallow water. Later
colleetlona at other lakes cUd not find these young fish In shallow water.
Prom the standpoint of number of species In the collection, the minnow
famlly wu moat abundantly represented, which Is to be expected when col
lections are made with small seines along the shores of lakes. Fourteen of the
47 spec1es collected were minnows; eleven of the remainder belonged to the
aunftah famlly; six were suckers; and the rest were scattered among eight
cUfterent tamlUes.
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