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SOME NEW RECORDS OF PADDLEFISH AND
STURGEON FOR OKLAHOMA'
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IchtbYololtca1 Uterature perta1n1ng to Oklahoma contains but few records
at paddlef1ah and aturgeons. A thorough search revealed only the folloWing
repone: Ortenburaer and Hubbs (8) and Hubbs and Ortenburger (4) re­
ported the paddleftsh Poll/OdOn 8fXIthula (Walbaum) from the K.1am1chi and
Poteau riven: Girard (2) reported ScaphfrhJl1lChua platfrhJl1&Chus Bd.. (sic.).
fl'om near the mouth of the Poteau River; Jordan and Gilbert (5) took the
above1DOI8 aturgeon S. JJl4tJ1r1/71Chu Rafineaque (sic.) from the Red River
at Nton, ArkaD8aa; Hubbs (3) Usts both the paddleflsb and the shovel­
DOle aturaeon for Oklahoma. The above recorda are presumed to be the basis
of Hubbs' 1nc1ualon of S. f)lcatorpcAu.t (Raf1ne8que).

III recent Je&l8 the several reUable records presented here :have come to
our attenUon. (When referr1nl to museum apecbnens or museums. the 101­
low1Da abbrevlaUooa are UIed: U.O.ILZ. - UDlverslty of Oklahoma Museum
of Zooloo. O.A.M. - Oklahoma AI&M CoUep Museum of ZOOlogy. U.MM.Z.­
tJDlwnttJ of Mlchlp.n Museum of Z001ol1.)

PoIJodoa ".th.zca.- A partly decayed speclmen about three feet lona was
... by Koare ml_ near the confluence of SpriDgand Orand (Neosho)
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rivers, in ottawa County. It bad apparently been d1scarded by a flaberman
in spite of its excellence as a food flab.

A flahery survey crew of the Oklahoma F1sher1es Experiment station
e:urected by W. B. Thompeon took two 17-inch mBtle paddleflah (U.O.M.z. 28001,
260(2) by means of rotenone from a shallow cove at the mouth of Bee Creet
in Grand Late in August, 1949. 'I1ley were the only paddlef1ah taken durtna
an extensive poisoning program at Orand Late.

A specimen over three feet long was caught in the spring of 1939 by Bud
Carruth of Blackburn, Oklahoma, in Black Bear Creet about % mile from
its mouth in the Arkansas River. This fish was mounted and 18 in Mr.
carruth's po6sess1on.

Mr. Delbert Taber, a fisheries student at Oklahoma AaIM College, saw a
specimen taken by means of grapple hOOD below Great Bait Plaina Dam 111
April, 1947. Further authentication of the presence of this species in 'the
Salt Fork of the Arkansas River, Alfalfa County, was furnished by the DoU"
Oklahoman in a 1948 article reporting two specimens of nine and eight pounda
from Great Bait Plains Reservoir. The June, 1949, issue of the Okla1l.omG
Game ond Fish New' contained a photograph of an 18% pound paddleflsh
also taken at Great Salt Plains Reservoir.

During an ichthyologIcal survey of the Illlno18 River in August, 1946, a
paddle from a specimen said to have been caught near Watts in the IDinoJB
River, was seen in a store at Watts. Merchants in Tahlequah attest that
PoloJIclon 18 fairly common in the Illinois River, and Mr. Burt Tarkinaton.
a commercial fisherman, presented the survey party with a paddle (OAM.
561) which he cut from an Dlinois River paddleflah.

According to Gordon Eo Hall, graduate student in Flahery Biology at the
University of Oklahoma, in the spring of 1949 a commerclal flaherman took
many paddlefish in gW nets in the Poteau River below Wister Dam and in
the Arkansas River near the mouth of the Poteau.

Mr. MUton Curd, an Oklahoma A&M student, saw a specimen taken in
a trammel net from Grand River, below Orand Lake, in July, 1947.

Paddleflsh are frequently reported from the Red River below Denlaon Dam,
Lake Texoma, and Riggs saw several specimens there in the spring and
summer of 1949.

W. H. ThOmpson, Director, Oklahoma Flaherie.s Experiment Station, baa
informed us that paddlefish have been common below Spavinaw Dam, Mayes
County, and that they were being gigged there by flahermen in 1927.

Scophfrhvnchua. plato'l/flChu. A specimen (OAM. 3039) 20 inches in total
length was caught on a trotline in the Arkansas River, near Spiro, LePlore
County, Apr111, 1949, and presented to Oklahoma .MIl( College by Mill Paula
Robinson, a Spiro school teacher.

Two records of Scaphirhvnehu were furn1shed U.OM.z. by Mr. S. B.
HalUnen, of Cooperton, Oklahoma, who obtalned the specimens from ftaher­
men. One specimen (U.O.M.z. 26009> W&8 taken from the Red River "due
west of Roosevelt" in July, 1921. The other (unava11able) W&8 caqht "in
the north fort ot Red River practically directly west of Cooperton".

AlthOUlh neither specimen (U.O.M.Z. 26009, O.A.M. 3039) 11 in perfect
agreement with the delCr1pt1on of either 8. platorhl/flChu or POrtJlCtlf)1l.f.
rhvnehu albua of POrbea and RtchadloD (1), we found both spec1mena to be
much closer to S. pltJtorvnchu than to P. album.' Dr. R. K. Baney, eurator
of PJahes, U.M.M.Z., has confirmed the ldent1t1cation and baa made campa'­
lion with material in U.M.M.z.

~ neuter form, CIlhm, must be u.eecI Ilnee tIM Gnek word from WhIch - rAp-
eIlu Is derived .. Deuter. .
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On both 0k1ab0m& specimens the longer inner barbels and lateral plates,
tile preaence of small plates poster1ad and ventrad to the dorsal plates, and
of IID811 centers of OIIlIU1eatton in the belly skin, are characteristic of S.
f'ltJtorI/1IC1Uu.

Dr. H. I. Featherly of Oklahoma .MIl! College reports that he has seen
Iturgeona (spedes uncertain) in the possession of fishermen below the Den­
lion Dam. occurrence of sturgeon at thJs location Is verified by Riggs.

Prom the authentic distribution records discussed above, it is obvious that
th:e padd1efJah Pol,odon 8fJ4thuJa, and the shovelnose sturgeon Scaphirhynchus
fJltJforvnehU8 are more abundant and more widely distributed. in Oklahoma
than !lindlcated by reports in scientific Uterature. Further extensive collect­
il1l throughout the year, but M})eCially in the spring, should extend the
known state dlBtributlona to many more of the tributaries of the Red and
Arkanlaa riven. A greater abundance of both of these species than is now
IUlpected should also be shown.
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