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NOTES ON FOUR SPECIES OF FISHES
FROM OKLAHOMA·

lORN Me PADEN, Oklahoma A. &JU1 IL CoDep, 8U11water

DurtDa the 8WJUDer of 1946 some collections of fishes were made from
PeDDlDItoD Creek, Blue River, and DUnota River in Oklahoma. Some of the
.... repreeented are of suUic1ent importance to justify a report at this
ume. ,

AmtJhfoclcm tJloIoI4a (Rafineaque) 18 bere f1r8t recorded for Oklahoma
a1&bou1h the species has been prevloU8ly included in unpubl1shed state 11sts.
'11dI UIt1nI of the goldeye for Oklahoma 18 based on specimens taken In the
Red River in Texaa. On August 25, 1946, a single S{)eCimen (O.A.M.C.M.Z. No.
1NM5) 360 111m in standard length was caught by a f1sherman in the I1l1n01s
River near Tenk1llera Perry on a hook baited with a he1gram1te and presented
to Mr. 0'Re1l1J' sandoz. Oklahoma State Game and Plsh Biologist. This stream­
UDed flIh, blu1lh above with sllvery sides and belly, has nine developed rays
ill the donal fin, which 18 farther forward than the pelvic fins. The canine
teeth on the toDiUe are well developed; smaller teeth are present on the jaws.
vomer, palatines, and pterygolds. Two small adults from the Hickory Creek
arm of Lake Texoma in Love COunty. Oklahoma. were receiVed from Mr. A.
D. Aldrich on Apr1l 15. 1947. on May 9, 1947, a 319-mm specimen (O.A.M.
O.ILZ. No. &60) was taken by Mr. Delbert Taber from the Chickaskia River
.& Blackwell, Oklahoma. St111 another specimen (O.A.M.C.M.z. No. 584)
collected by Franklin Gustafson at Chickasha below the dam on the Washita
River, July 18, 1947, was receiVed from Mr. Kelly DeBUBk.

The rema1n1ng three species. although previously found in the State,
have DOt IMten reported since late in the 19th century.

Pl4copluJrrnz carinatus Cope was reported from the Poteau River by
Jordan and GUbert (1888) and no subsequent reports of the species have been
fOUDd ill the literature. During a survey of the fishes of the Dllnota River
fAlII. 13 to 27, 1948) eight specimens (49-340 mm in standard length) of the
rlYer redhorae were taken. Placopha1'Jlfl% 18 often confused with species of
JlOZOItomCI because of the superficial s1m1lar1ty of the two genera. In all
of our spec1mens there 18 a very conspicuous dentate pene1l-line of melano­
phone poeter1or to the scales at the base of the caudal fin. This charac­
ter Ia mOlt conspicuous in adults and scarce1J' noticeable in the 49-mm
:c4mena The rays of the anal fin are flatter, the lateral line 18 straighter

lower lobe of the caudal fin Is more rounded, and the lips are thicker
tbaD in the Dl1no1s River spec1es of MOZ08toma; moreover ,the lower pharyn­
pal bone and teeth are greatly enlarged. In older specimens, the odd­
numbered teeth, counting from the bottom, are softer, have rounded crowns
tbM appear to be embryonic, and have not grown to the level of the even­
n\llDt)eN(l "'teeth which have fiat well-wom grinding surfaces. This charac­
.. auaesta the posslbWty that the teeth are abed alternately and replaced
ftI'UoaUy.

"NotropIa",""tIII '*IUM (Girard> was lDc1uded in the report of Hubbs
aDd OrtenbUl'lel" (1929) as NotroJU cercottfQrII4 (Cope) because of specl­
"... taken bJ' Meet (1888). No specimens were taken by the Oklahoma
BtD1GIlCal SUrvey•. On 3uly 20, IM8, a a1nI1e breedJIlI JDale measuring iN
... IIllWldard length and having brtaht-J'81loW flDB, was taken from Pen­
DSDI&GD 0Nek at the UD1ted States Plah Hatchery near Tlsbom1ngo. '!'be
...·1 Interradial membranes of the dorsal fin are blacl:enecl: the thJrd from
tile lad beiDa mOlt intense. There 18 a 1arIe black spot on the base of the
... ftn. Numeroua nupUa! tubercles on the head and 81des reach maxl­
...... and conaplcuouaneea on tbe head. 8ca1ea.,...... The eJe diameter
".. ·C*atatned ..., UDles In the head.

, .. "eq.DtrllNUoll Mo. UI from ..Depanmen' of ZOOJoIJ. OkIaIloma .ApIculQual aDd
.11 'rteet ooue.: 11ft.... adR uae dIrecUoD of CJeoI'Ie A. Moan.
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8Ub8equently Mr. A. D. Aldr1ch presen~ US with three spectm8D8 from

Lake Texoma. 81x spec1mens of NotTopfa ~U8tua cercostfgma, ranatnI in
siZe from 39-43 mm. from Black River, Clark National Forest, M1Bsouri, were
avaUable for study. These specimens have larger eyes (3.1-3.& in head) than
the Texoma specimens (.. In head). The Black Rivs specimens un1tol'mly
have 36 scales In the lateral llne whlle the Oklahoma specimens range from
34 to 38.

Mfcroperca mfcroper'C4 (Jordan and GUbert) was reported from the
Poteau River near Poteau and from Walnut Creek and K1am1chl River at
KIamichl by Meek (1896). Two adults 'Were taken Just east of the Blue
River Bridge on Highway 99 north of T1Bhomlngo. The leaat darter 18 one of
the smallest of the fresh-water fishes of North America, reach1ng about 40 mm
in standard length. It prefers small spring-fed brooks or ponds. The spec1­
mens have 'been identified by Dr. Reeve M. Bailey, Associate curator of
F1shes in the Museum of ZOOlogy, University of Michigan, where one of the
specimens has been deposited. The other specimen Is in the Museum of
ZOOlogy, Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College, With the other
spec1mens mentioned In this report. The discovery of this spee1ea in Blue
River extends its known range about 85 miles westward.

I am indebted to Dr. carl L. Hubbs for nomenclatorlal suggestions IPld
to Dr. Reeve M. Bailey for his identification of MfcTOperca.
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