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HONEY PRODUCTION AT LAKE CARL BLACKWELL,
1948-1945

G. A. BIEBERDOBI', Oklahoma AptouKural ExperImeD~ 8t&tl0D, 8tIIhraW

In order to rive a better picture of what happened at the Exper1meDtal
Apiary at Blackwell 1ALke, it ,would be best to 10 bact to the t1me that it was
establ.l8hecl in that area. The ftrat colon1el 'ftl'e moved to the area in the
spring of 1M3. Dw1ng that season, the bees had acceu to ten acres of alfalfa
which had been started in the fall of 1M2. The per-co1ony avel'8le and total
honey y1elda for the 1M3 aeaaon are shown in Table L Thia tUle alao abows
the ylelda for the ap1ar1es locatA!d on tbe Experlment Station Parm at SWl­
water and at Tipton, Oklahoma. It w1ll be noted that tor that Ie&IOD the
lowest per-eolony average was obtalned from the bees located at Blackwell
Late.

In the tall of 1M3, ten additional acres were aeecled to alfalfa in the
B1ack'well Lake area. ThJa Dew pasture waa avallabJe for bee puture for ti2e
first time durtng the 1944 seaaon. In 190M, the beea at Blackwell IMe a1Io bad
access to about two acres of sweet clover planted to the IPI'1na of 1M2. Pol'
IM4, the Blackwell apJary had a bee pasture~ of about 20 &CI'eI of
alfalfa and two acres of 8Weet clover. The y1elda obta1Ded for 1'" are aboWD
in Table U. The average yield per colony this year wu blabest from tbe
Blacaell Late apiary and lowest at the apfa1'1 on the Ezperlment StattGD
FarJn. with the nptoD ap1arJ in between.

Two 8ID811 orchalda started early in tbe apr1nc ot 1944 near the Blackwell
Lake apiary are expected to supply the bees with early-.pr1ng polleD at IOIIL8
future t1me. Aa yet, however, they are of lltt1e value tor bee pasture. Tbe oab'
additional bee pasture eatabUahed during 1&K was five acrea of vetch~
in OCtober and about five acres of poor land, tormerly in nattve IfUI and
weeds, tb8t was d1aked and then seeded to .weet clOVer. However, a IOOd MDd
Of sweet clover was not obtatned and the crop did not come 1Dto production
until 1M6. The vetch came up to a nice stand and waa the only IddlUonal
P&Sture avallable to the bees. It JDU8t be recalled, bowYer, UIat teD of tile
twenty acres of alfalfa were produc1D8' a crop tor the thJrd 8eUOD and the
other ten acres tor the eecoDd Ie8IQD.

In the spring of 1M5, the bees tram the npton aplary, toeetaIer with aD
addlttonal tlve three-pound-pscbps ol bees, were lDDYec1 to the B1ackweD
x.te apiary. Therefore, tb1a apiarJ was mcreuecs In .. 1D1tU It bad nice u
ID&D7 coIon1e8 .. in 19M. The Yleld8 tor the 1M) aeuoa al'8 IbowD in Table
m. It wm be noted from tbia table tbat the aVer&18 Jield at B.1ack1Nl1 LKe
was 114 pouDd8. In COJIIP8.I'1nI yieldl for the three JeUODI, It WU1 aIIo be noted
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that tbere ... a etead11Dcreue in the ave1'8le per-colony J1el4 from 1M3 to
1M6. Tbe 11M I8&IOD ".. DOt coasldered 10 good from the standpoint of boney
prodUCUoD u the previous one. The per-co1oDy aveJ.'8C8 at Blackwell !.&te,
neverU3eJell, 1Ibow. an Increase.

ID IN tbere wu Ukewtae an 1ncreue in the averace Jle1d per colony and
t.hSa in IPlte of the tact that the Dumber Of bees for the avaUabte pasture bad
been doubJecL

'DABLB I
Hone'll 1/feldl tram all colonia IH3

Aptary on Experiment station Pann
Total

Lbs. Lbs. Ibs.
Date No.ot honey Date No. of boney honey

OOJoDyNo. extracted supers ext. extracted 8Upers ext. ext.
SCale 8-8-43 2 56 56

0 8-8-43 2 '" 10-27-43 1 15 59
At 8-6-43 1 27.25 10-27-43 1 25 52.25
4 8-6-43 1 27 27
8 8-4-43 2 '" 10-27-43 2 37 81
6 8-6-43 2 61.5 10-27-43 2 41 102.5

10 8-6-43 1 13.6 10-27-43 1 29 42.5
12 8-6-43 1 29 10-27-43 1 23 52
13 8-5-43 1 23 10-27-43 1 21 44
19 8-5-43 1 14 10-27-43 1 21 35
20 8-6-43 1 17 10-27-43 1 19 36
22 8-6-43 1 25.5 10-27-43 1 29 54.5
28 8-6-43 1 24.5 24.5
27 8-5-43 1 17 10-27-43 1 27 44

Totals 423 287 710
Average 50.714

Blackwell Iake apiary
Bl 10-27-43 1 13 13
B2 10-27-43 1 15 15
B3 10-27-43 1 19 19
Bt 8-9-43 2 35 10-27-43 35
sa 8-9-43 1 22 10-27-43 1 15 37
B6 8-9-43 1 15 15
WI 8-9-43 1 28 26
B8 8-9-43 1 24 10-27-43 1 13 37
Be 8-9-43 1 19 19

Totals 141 75 216
Average 21.833

npton, Oldaboma, apiary
2 8-16..43 1 31 10-20-43 2 11 42
I 8-16-43 4 111 10-20-43 3 27 138., 8-16-43 2 • 53 10-:10-43 1 7 60

18 8-16-43 3 83 10-20-43 3 28 111
30 8-16-43 3 95 10-20-43 3 6 101
32 8-16-43 2 61 10-20-43 2 31 92

2IP 8-16-43 1 23 10-23-43 23
33 10-20-43 1 25 25

TotaJa 467 135 592
Averace ,.

To&al aurplua from all colODlel-ll18 pounds
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TABLB n
HOfIq vfeldI from GIl coZcmfel lor 1'"

El:pertment Statton Parm

W't. of Wt. of u.. of
Colony Date No. of full empty boDeJ

No. extracted supers supers supers at.

Beale 10-3-44 1 37.5 12.5 2IS
1 10-3-44 2 3U 18.5 18
8 10-3-44 1 .g 13.5 28

12 10-3-44 2 Sf 27 51
13 10-3-44 1 18 10 8
19 10-3-44 1 31 11 26
26 10-3-44 1 U 11 30
27 10-3-44 1 25.& 11.5 14
17 10-3-44 1 40 13 27

Total 233
AnnIe 2IS.1

Blackwell Lake

81 10-4-44 3 78 36 a
B2 10-4-44 3 88.5 38 &0.5
B3
B4 10-4-44 3 78 36 .g
B5 10-4-44 4 151 55 86
B6 10-4-44 3 100 36 M
B7 10-4-44 4 168 61 n
B8 10-4-44 3 104 32 72
B9 10-4-44 3 89 39 DO
BI0 10-4-44 3 80.& 38.5 41

Total &M
Avence 81

Tipton, Oklahoma

1 10-8-44 2 &t 24 18
2X 10-8-44 2 3& 22 13
ax 10-8-44 1 38 14 24
4X 10-8-44 2 46 23 23
5 10-8-44 1 34.& 14.1 20

16 10-8-44 2 &0 It •32 10-8-44 3 153 41 108
33 10-8-44 2 83 26 18

ToW. 328
A,...... 41
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T~m

BMNf ...,.. latHS

BJactweD Lake

JIdracted Jub" ...., IM1 JIdracted &eptlember II, IM1
Wt,of Wt,of u., "'t,of Wt.of Lbe,

~ Ko.of tull fJIlptJ bODe)' Ko, of full emptJ hoD.8J'
Ko. mpen I\1P8n IUpen ext. I\1PI1'S IUpen mpen en. Total

Bl I 233 '11 182 • 101 .. 12 214
82 2 I. 32 M 3 t'I 3'1 10 1M
1M • UII • 121 2 18 22 11 131

• 3 101 n 'l2 3 81 34 2'r 88.. 1 a 13 • 1 14 11 3 32
B'I a 111 48 11. 3 120 • 80 111

• 2 82 21 11 2 II 23 32 IS

• 2 82 2'1 II II
BI0 2 IS 22 M M
Bll a 1«0 a 18 3 14 M 20 118
B12 3 114 31 "II 3 124 38 'II 153
Bl1 2 81 2G 80 3 114 38 'II I.
Bl. 2 .,., 28 11 2 83 • 55 106
BlI 3 132 .1 11 2 • 21 2S 11.
Btl I 1M 18 108 a 110 " '13 181
B17 2 120 27 13 2 '18 21 55 141
BII 1 M 13 21 2 '11 21 a 83
BII 1 • I so a 11 32 11 41
BID a 107 31 88 •B 8caJe I 11" 31 'l9 3 81 3. 11 130

'I'btala 1_ no 2282

Apiary on Experiment Statton Parm.

8cale 1 30 12 18 1 33 12 21 31
EO 1 41 12 32 1 45 13 32 M

•• 8 130 • 10 8 86 33 13 1-&3
lal 1 M 12 22 22

• • 1 37 12 21 21

• 10
1 38 13 2S 21

812 1 32 12 20 1 45 14 31 61
.11 2 18 21 '1 2 80 23 1'1 128

• 17
2 M 21 • 1 ... 18 81 18

811 1 18 11 1 1•• 1 U 11 30 30
~

TotaII 314 m 181
..... 13.'

Orutd toUll 2I'lS
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