
1. PROOBBDING8 OP THE OKLAHOMA

THE FIRST TWO DECADES OF THE OKLAHOMA
ACADEMY OF SCIENCEl

A. RICHARDS, UDlvenlty of Oklahoma, Norman

The h1story of the Oklahoma Academy of SCience begins In 1909, as Is
recounted In an hlstortcal d1Bcussion In the first volume of its official organ,
which was fBsued in 1920. The historical statement referred to was prepared
by O. W. Shannon, at that time Director of the Geological Survey of Oklahoma.
Since this volume of the Proceedings of the Oklahoma Academy of Science
is out of print, it is probably worth while to quote rather copiously from Mr.
Shannon's remarks before carrying the history on through the succeeding
year•. "The Oklahoma Academy of SCience was organtzed Dec. 30-31, 1909 at
Oklahoma City. A call ls8ued by H. H. Lane and 20 other members of the
faculty of the University of Oklahoma brought together in Oklahoma City; 21
ecientilts from various State institutions and schools. 'Ibat the organtz1ng
body 'flU a repreeentattve one and that the demand for the movement was
leneral. Is shown by the lilt of persons attending from widely separated parts
of the State," At this organization meeting, ten papers were presented, a
constitution adopted, and officers elected for the following year. The constitu­
tion was very simple In character, but it expressed nobleness ol purpose on the
part of the charter members. section II reads as follows: "PURPOSE: The
purpose of this Academy shall be to stimulate scientific research, to promote
fraternal relatlonah1p among those engaged In scientific research In Oklahoma.
to dUtuee among the citizens of the State a knowledge of the various Depart­
ments of Sc1ence, to inveatspte and make known the materta1, educational
and other resources of the State and to publish such reports, papers and
cUlcUll10Dl that may embody the purpase of this Academy." The constitution
set up a atmple machlnery for meetings and made provisions for off1clals who
would carry on the work of the Academy. These olftcials were a president,
two vtce-prea1dents, a secretary, an aaststant secretarY, a treasurer, and a ch1e!
curator and keeper of the' archives. The annual meeting was set for the first
daY foUowtna ThaDks8fv1ng each year, unless otherwise ordered by the execu­
tive counc1l. Eleven by-laws also prescribed the conduct of the meeting.

'nle nrst year of the Academy's existence concluded with the annual
meetIDI held OIl Nov. 26-28 at SClence Ball at the University of Oklab0JD8.
Twenty papers were preaented and an annual banqUet was held as well as
the bwdness meeting. At the second meeting, twenty papers were presented.
TbIa meetlnl was held in Edmond, Dec. 1-2, 1911. The tblrd annual meettng

IAt _ request of Ule former ~·~r.Dr. O. C. Dermer, for the
JIUoutl... Councl1 ot Ule Oklahoma Academy of SC1ence, and because U1e fade Ie­
IU'dlDa the Academ:J'a earl1 h1atoQ are not now aft11able to ID&D.7 of its member'8t
the wrlter bY PI'8D&Ncl thI8 Itatem8l1t. It recorda the formaUft events of the f1rS$
two decIld-. W1\h lb. IflCOIld of whieb be bad lDUlDate uperlence.
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18 PROCEEDINGS OP THE OKLAHOMA

was held at Sttllwater, Nov. 29, 1912. The fourth was at PhUllpe UniVenlty,
Nov. 28, 1913. No meeting wsa held In 1914 tor reaaons that are not clear. In
191& the fUth annual meeting was held 1n Otlaboma City in conjunction
With the SCience section ot the Oklahoma state Teachers' As8oclatJon and
this plan wsa repeated for the atxth and seventh meetings In 1918 and 1917
respectively. During the war years of 1918-19 no meetings were held. The
e1Ihth annual meeting &lao was held in Oklahoma City with the Oklahoma
BducaUonal A80ctatlon 1n uno. The ntnth annual meeting was a comblnatlon
meetlni, one day being Joined with the O. E. A. at Oklahoma City, Peb. 12, 1921.
Combination meetings qaID were held 1n 1922, Feb. 10-11, occurrtng Prlday

: in Oklahoma Otty and Baturday In Norman. The eleventh annual meeting,
aJmJJarly, was held on Feb. 9 1n Oklahoma City and Feb. 10, 1923, in Norman at
the Unlveratty of Oklahoma. The 12th annual meeting followed the same plan,
belnl held 1n Oklahoma City on Peb. 8 and In Norman on Feb. 9, 1924. In
192&, the :neetlng was 1Jm1ted to one day, Feb. 14, and was held at the Uni­
versity of Oklahoma.

But the meetlni 1n 1925 was the last held under the old plan of organi­
zation, for a new constitution was adopted during the following year haVing
an entirely ditferent basis, that of sections tor different sciences, which has been
continued to the present time. The tables give the list of ofItcers except tor two
In 1912 and 1913, the names of whom are lost.

It 18 of some Interest to note the list of subjects which were presented
by the Presidents of the Academy during Its early years as the mater1al8 for
constderatlon. The subjects of the early presidential addresses were at least
ambitious and displayed a very considerable range of interest on the part ot
a yoUlll academy:

Inefficiency of Natural selection-H. H. Lane, 1910;
Theory of Isostasy-D. W. Ohern, 1911;
Poundation of Oeometry-8. W. Reaves, 1912;
Development of the SCience of Geology-C. W. Shannon, 1913;
Oklahoma Academy ot Sclence-c. W. Shannon, 1915;
Archeological Provinces of Oldahom&-J. B. Thoburn (introduced

by C. N. Gould>. 1916;
Behavior of Some Closely Related OrganIc Compounds When Mixed

Together-L. C. Raiford, 1917;
Research In secondary SChools-A. P. Reiter, 1921;
The PoIa1bWty ot the Redemption of the Great Plains from Its

Se:nt-Arld Condltlon-J. B. Thoburn, 1922;
The Life of Dr. L. L. Lewts-C. E. sanborn, 192~.

The leadership in organ1z1ng the Academy seems to have fallen upon Dr.
B. B. Lane. now Professor of Zoology at the University of Kansas. Be was ably
uaIItecI by a group of .well-known sctentific pioneers in Oklahoma, men wbo
contributed mater1a11y to the development of the Geological Survey, the unt­
venlty, and other schoola of higher education in tbJa state. Some of theJD
atm remaln active In ac1ent1f1c work In Oklahoma but others have gone to
o~ states. Perhaps the person most continuously active In the development
of the Academy during the formative years In addition to Dr. Lane was Dr.
L. B. NIce. who served as secretary longer than any other person. Deseninr
of apec1al mention In the very early years of the Academy, the contributions of
Prot. P. B. 1Bely, of the Un1ven1ty Preparatory SChool of Tonkawa, DeaD
A. P. ReIter of Phll11pe Unlverstty, and Mr. C. W. Shannon and Dr. C. N.
Gould of \he GeolQ81cal SUrvey were perhaps basic to the future development
of the Academy. Most of the founders have either died or removed to other
•• and ao:ne of the remalnlng ones have given up active participation in
$be work of the Academy. Throuah all the years of the AcaClemT8 lffe ..the
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name of Dr. C. N. Gould Is probably the most outstanding for continuous
service.

During the early years the membership stabWzed at about 100 and means
were sought for extending the lntluence and the Importance of the organi­
zation. Helpful in this connection was the affWatlon with the American
Association for the Advancement of Science, which had worked out a scheme
for coordinating the scient1f1c societies and academies of the Nation with tts
own work by aflliating their membershipS and permitting local members to
becOme members of the A. A. A. S. upon payment of the dues without the
initiation tee, and also had developed a plan of granting a small sum ($O.so) to
the academies for each member who was also a member of the A. A. A. 8. This
money was used variously by the Oklahoma Academy but at length the policy
WBS developed of setting aside that amount for a research grant.

Perhaps the most important accompUshment of the Academy dUring its
formative years, other than welding the science organizations of the State
into one organization, was the tnitiation of its own publication, the ProceetUng8
oj the Oklahoma Academv 01 Science. The first volume ot the journal was
published in 1920 by the University of Oklahoma in its University Press. Presi­
dent Brooks had agreed to finance the publication from University funds and
issue it as a bulletin of the University. His desire to encourage publication of
the results of scientific research, especially as it related to this State, led.
President Brooks to take this step. It was a policy which from some standpoints
WBS exceedingly far-sighted.

It made it possible to exchange pUblications with other societies, and
since the University met the expense ot pUbllcation, the exchanges were de­
posited in the University Library, to the development of whose scientific
aspects they have contributed materially. The first eight volumes were pUb­
lished by the University out of its own funds, the Academy paying the cost of
11lustration only. Beginning with Volume IX the cooperation ot Oklahoma
A. and M. College was enlisted although place ot publication tor both IX and
X remained the University Press. Subsequently for a short while A. and M.
College issued the Proceedings, but during the depress10n years both the
University Press and the A. and M. College withdrew their assistance and the
Academy was forced to limit Itself to the publication of brief abstracts ot the
papers presented at Its meetings. During the later twenties, longer and more
elaborate papers were pubUshed in the Proceedings than at other times, a prac­
tice which should certainly be continued in the interest of the development
of scientific work in Oklahoma.

Volume I ot the Proceedings was issued in February 1921 and con­
tained records (where It was possible to incorporate them) of the earlier
meetings, inclUding copies of the programs of most of them. '!be pJ'Ol!1UD8
of the third and fourth meetinp were not avallable for publication at the
time and no copies ot them have been found since. A large number of the
papers presented In the programs had been publtshed elsewhere and some
ot the earl1er had become out of date, but abstracts of 22 papers given prior
to the 1920 meeting were Included In the first volume. The fint volume also
contained eight abstracts and one longer paper presented at the meeting in
1920 and five ab8tracts and one longer paper presented in 1921. It Is the
writer's op1n1on that this :naterial was compiled and prepared for publ1catton
by Dr. L. B. Nice. the secretary, and Mr. C. W. Shannon, althOUlh the docu­
mentary evidence on th1s point Is uncertaln.

The pollcy having been adopted of publlablng the Proceedfng'l Volume II
Was prepared by an editorial committee consiattDg of H. L. Dodge. samuel
Weldman, and A. Richards, Chairman. J'ar Volume m. the commlttee consisted
Of WIlUam SChriever Charles B. Decker. and A. R1cbarc1a, Cha1rman. Volume
tv Was Issued by a cOmmittee of which Dr. SChrlever W88 Cha1rman and. Dr.



18 PROOEBDIN08 OP THE OKLAHOMA

Decker and Dr. A. I. Ortenburger were the other members, Dr. RIchards haVing
been elected secretary of the Academy for the ensuing year.

The first pertod in the history of the Academy was brought to a close
with the publ1cation of Volume IV of the ProceedblQ8 under the committee
JUlt. mentioned. ThUl the f1mt decade and a half W88 a formative period. dur­
ing wh1ch pioneer sc1entUic conditions and inadequate staff, time, and support
prevented the hiahest type of ac1entUic accompUshment, but nevertheless a
time during which the foundations were laid under the guidance pr1marlly
of the men at the University of Oklahoma for the erection of a more sub­
Itant1a1 lnatitution and more lnfluential scientlflc output of the subsequent
years.

The most important forward step taken by the Academy during the second
decade of its existence was the revision of its constitution. The old constitu­
tion had served for 15 years, but in the meantime the development of the
lnstituUons of the State had taken on a much more pro:nlsing character and
it came to be felt that the constitution of the infant Academy was not ade­
Quate for carrying on the work of a more mature organization. Consequently
at the February meeting of the Academy, in 1925, the Executive COUDcll was
instructed to take up the matter of revising and rewriting the constitution of
the Academy. The burden of this work fell upon the President and the Secre­
tary, Profs. Dodge and Richards respectively, but the participation of the
Executive COUDcll made possible many improvements. It was decided that the
constitution should be entirely rewritten, but as a revision of the old organic
law, to make it conform to recent practices and experiences. Major changes
were made in the sections dealing with membership and Its classes, active
:nembers and fellows. The most important change of all, however came in the
oqanization of the Academy into sections. According to the major interests
of its members, four sections were organized as follows: Section A, for biologi­
cal sciences, including medicine, agriculture, and other related SUbjects; Sec­
tion B, for geological eciences, including geography; Section C, for physical
and mathematical sciences, including engineering sciences; and Section 0, for
aoc1a1 sciences. The officers of the Academy are a president, vice president
for each section, a secretarr-treasurer and an assistant secretary-treasurer;
and theIe officers comprise the executive counc11. All are elected annuallY
except the secretary-treasurer whose term of office W88 set at two years in
order to provide for some continuity of polley. Provision was made for a pro-'
II1UD comm1ttee with the secretary as chalrman and the vice president. of
the several eectiona as members, and an editor-tn-chief was provided for by
appointment by the executive councll, who with the president should eelect the
other :nembers of the pubUcations· board. By-laws were also adopted of which
the chief difference from those of the old constitution W88 tn the provision
for pubUcations and for the care of exchanges receiVed by the Academy at
the handa of a llbrar1an.

The Executive Counc11 anticipated several advantages from dividing the
Academy into sections. Chief among them were the opportunities for longer
papers and more d1ICusslon of the papers at each section. It was felt that
mOle attractive programs would make the members of the Academy desire
to extend the activities of their respective sections tn secur1na additional
members and in planntng for the presentation of the results of their work.

'Ibe Executive Counc1l thought it desirable to put these changes tnto
operaUon immediately and accordlnI1Y c:U8tr1buted proposals for the neW
conatttutton to the membersh1p with a ballot upon wh1cb .spaces were provided
for a favorable vote or an unfavorable vote on the constitution in its entirety
as 'proposed. or for a favarable vote for it except for certain aectloDs. Since
the dlviskm of Ule Academy was thought urgent, members were 88ked to re­
turn thelr ballots for a count on AprU • of that year. The Executive eound1
~ that it would reprd a favorable vote 88 authority to conduct Ule
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forthcoming meeting according to the new plan. Tabulation showed that no
votes were cast against the constitution and three-fourths of the votes were
for it as proposed (with the exception of editorial rev1s1on).

Since the annual meeting of the A. A. A. S. was to be held at Kansas City
during the Christmas holidays of 1925, the Executive Councll announced that
the regular meeting would be held as prescribed by both old and new con­
stitutions on the days following Thanksgiving. Accordingly the annual meetlng
for 1925-26 was held in Norman immediately following Thank8g1ving under
the new plan and the new constitution was ratified at that meeting. In the
years subsequent to its adoption several amendments have been made to the
constitution but in general the plan proposed has been adhered to. Since
the Executive Cauncll was authorized to divide the sections into program
groups for separate sciences whenever the papers to be presented warranted
that division, the plan has been elastic enough to meet all the needs that have
arisen, at least in their major features.

The meeting held Nov. 27-28, 1925, the fourteenth annual meeting, marks
the beginning ot the new era in Academy affairs. The subject of Dr. Homer L.
Dodge's Pres1dential Addr~, "Research as a State Polley", Is cited here in
order to show the sharpness of transition trom the former plan to the new
one. At this meeting, 95 papers and three addresses were given and the roster
of the Academy reached the number of 177 members. For the first ~me the
membership can be properly spoken of as representative of the various institu­
tions of the State.

The election of J. B. ClOUd, Professor of Physics at the A. and M. COllege,
as President for the year 1926-27 gave opportunity for another important ad­
vance in the affairs of the Academy. The meeting of 1926 was held on Nov.
26-27 at the A. and M. College at Stillwater after careful preparation and was
signa11zed by the presentation of 108 papers and three very important address­
es. These were: Prea1dent ClOUd's address on "Research and Industry", an
address by President Bradford Knapp of the A. and M. COllege, "The Academy
and Oklahoma's Future", and a companion address by President W. B. Bizzell
of the University of Oklahoma on "The Academy and the State's InItltutlol1l
for Advanced Study." The hearty support given the Academy by bOth Prealdent
Bizzell and President Knapp was responsible for a very sJgn1flcant 1ncre8Ie lD
membership and in interest in the accomplishments ot the Academy. Por the
first time a large number of faculty members from Oklahoma A. and M~

College became lIlembers of the Academy and all of the accomp11shments of
the Academy since that date have felt the impetus given by these elgn1flcant
accessions to membership. From that date the Academy has felt the full force
of the support of the A. and M. COllege as well as of the Unlveralty. Needless
to say, tbeae two 1nBtltutions contain in their faculties the largest boc:UeI of
scientific men in the State. It has therefore been the polley of the AcadeJD1
since the adoption of the new plan of organization to alternate Ita meet1np
between these two institutions prlmarlly, but with occulonal vJ8lts to other
JDatltutlona. It is obvious that th1I polley serves the largest number of mem­
ben of the .Academy, since tbeae two lnstltutlons have larger repreaentatlonl
than the other tnstltutions In the state. In the op1nlon of the writer, the
pallcy has justified itself and is one that in all likelihood wW be pursued
Indef1n1te1Y. The member8b1p list of the Academy for 1926 is no lancer avall­
able to the writer, so the exact number of :nembers for tbls year cannot be
indicated in this statement. Prom that date the membenhip has been large
and representative of the scJentlflc worken of the State.

Subsequent annual meet1DP held during tbeIe tint two decadea followeel
the pattern set by the two annual meet1Dp of 1925 and 1926. The new .plan
of oraanuatlon fully JustUled 1t8elf,by the greatly lncreued interest 1D Acad­
emy dolDp and much larger numbers of papers presented on the programs of
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sect1ons: and It Is not too much to say that the Academy came to be thought
of as a real apnt of the sclentlfic activities of Oklahoma.

The year 1927 was one ot Innovations In Academy procedure. Dr. Charles
N. Gould, DIrector of the Oklahoma Geological Survey, was agaln serving 88
Prea1dent of the Academy, havlng also been President In 1916. On AprU 22-23,
1m, a spring meeting of the Academy W88 held at Price's Palls, Palls Creek,
In the Arbuckle Mountalns slx miles south of Davls, Oklahoma. Arrange­
menta had been made for the use of the Bapt1sts' Assembly Grounds, and
mea1l were furnished at the Dlnlng Ball. The program consisted of field
trips and camp-fire talks. The field trips were mostly of from one to two
hoUJ'8 In duration and had for their objectives firsthand contact with the
principal local features of natural interest. George R. Phlllips conducted a
study trip on trees, A. I. Ortenburger on reptiles, Mrs. M. M. Nice on birds,
O. P. Evans on geology, Robert Stratton on flowers, and A. O. Weese on ecology.
ThIs new scheme was looked upon as highly successful and the very good
attendance has been repeated in subsequent spring meetings, which have been
among the most successful ventures the Academy has ever tried. Students
as well as more mature scientists have been attracted to these meetings and
sometimes their numbers have been very gratifying. The plan was followed
every year until 1943 when the restrictions on gasoline consumption made it
Impracticable to have the meeting which otherwise might have been sched­
uled. Spring meetings have been held in various parts of the State so that
the Academy members have been able to familiarize themselves with most of
the types of habitats and the geographical and geological objects of interest
In the State.

Another innovation for the year 1927 came in the introduction of an
addreaa by a v1s1ting scientist. Dr. Raymond C. Moore, Head of the Geology
Department of the University of Kansas, gave a lecture entitled "The Changing
World," At the meeting of 1927 the number of members of the Academy had
rlaen to 289. At the meeting 88 papers and four addresses were presented.
The meeting of 1928 was held on November 30-31 at Stillwater and a total
of 80 papers and three addresses were given. The number of members as
reported In Volume IX was 301. For this year, Professor O. M. smtth of
Stmwater was the President of the Academy and Dr. Herbert Patterson, the
secretary.

The meet1ng for 1929 was held November 29-30 at the SChool of Medicine
of the Unlversity of Oklahoma in Oklahoma City. 'Ib1s meeting conclUded
the second decade of the Academy'S exlstence. It was held under the Presi­
dency of A. Richards and Herbert Patterson continued as Secretary. Pour
brief talks, two addressea, and 159 papers were presented at this meeting.
The membership of the Academy at this time reached 357. When it is recalled
that Oklahoma had become a state only In 1907 the growth of the Academy
a1nce 1909, when 21 members organized the society and ten scientific papers
were given. to the figures just quoted for 1929, seems Uttle abort of phenomenal.
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