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A METHOD FOR CUTTING TRANSVERSE SECTIONS OF
HYDRA IN THE ORAL REGION SHOWING THE

TENTACLES ATTACHED·
J. &. Mundie. Norm4n. 01clGhoma

An Hydra was placed on a microscope sUde in a larIe drop of water in
which 1t had been liv1ng. It was allowed to moderately d1steDc1 lt1c1f.
Ua1Dg a fine pointed pair of sc1asors or a razor blade and a needle the oral
region was cl1pped off Just below the tentacles. The d18c area was then
U'an8ferred to a clean Syracuse watch glass and placed in .. s1nIle droP
of water. As soon as the specimen bad relaxed and the tentacles ba4
become distended the cUsh W88 1llled with Bou1n's fluid warmed to jI. O.
Tb18 was allowed to stand at room temperature fo~ several hours. In the
meantime the speetmen would come to rest a,alnst the bottom of tbe
cUah with the tentacles almost at right angles to the 10DBitudtnai u1t of
the bocI¥.

Prom tbls pomt U, Is an on:I1nary procedure of debydrattoD &D4 lin·
becIc:Unc in paraffin. Tbe next critical step is to orientate the imbed~
specimen on the microtome so as to pUS the cutting p1aDe tbroUlh all
of 1ibe ~tacle8 If pc81b1e. With a Uttle care excellent sections can be
eecured abowiDa the tentacles attached to the oral disc rel1on. lAter the
It.aIn'n, process may include~ desired sta1D.
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