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THE PRINCIPAL FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH
FARM TENANCY

Morris M. Blair. stillwater. Oklahoma
(Abstract)

The method employed in this problem is multiple correlation and the
results are stated in terms of separate determination. The da.ta employed
are from the United Statu Decennfal Census of 1930 and of 1910. '!bey
have all of the limitations and defects of such data. The units of informa­
tion are counties. Smaller subdivisions would be better.

The twelve regions chosen for study. 1tle number of counties in each
area and the results in terms of separate determ:1nations are given in
Table L

The ranae. mean. and median values for each variable may be readily
seen from the table. '!be variables rank in degree of association with
tenancy as follows: (1) simple extensive crops including com. cotton.
wheat. oats and hay; (2) submerged populations. such as negroes; (3)
value of land and buUdinas (median value>; (,) change in value of land
and bulldinls (median value): (5) siZe of farms; (6) intenatve agriculture
such as fruita and veaetables.

The total determination ranges from .~ to .99 for the twelve regions.
with eleven of the twelve at .68 or blgher. seven of the areas above .80. and
four above .90.

Tenancy is declintna in all of the Atlantic states north of Virginla.
In all other states it is increasing but at a decreas1ng rate for the past
two decades. Tenancy seems to decl1ne with (1) an increase of intensive
aarlculture. (2) increased urbaniZation. and (3) reduction 1n siZe of farms.
It increues with increases in (1) extensive aartculture. (2) submerged
populatton. (3) sl8 of farms. Ct) value of lands and buUdlnp, and (5)
peroeDtap of popu1attOll that i8 rural
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