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SOME SNAILS OF THE GUNNISON NATIONAL FOREST
J. Teape Belt, NorrntUI. Okla1&Om4

Dur1nI the summer of 193. the writer attended the session of the
Rocb Mountain BiolOl1cal laboratory at Gothic. Colorado. During this
time the bt-weetb tleld trips In ecology conducted by Dr. A. O. Weese
were attended and a collection of land snails made from that region. Most
of the collectlons were made wtth1n the llmlts of the Gunnison National
Porest, In wh1ch the laboratory is located. Oothlc is situated at the foot
of Ootblc Mountain and at an altitude of 9,500 ft. In the near vlcln1ty
are a number of mountatn peats ra.IlI'1Da from 11,000 to 13.000 ft. in
belaht. which are eaaD7 ~ble for study on the dallY field triPS from

·ODDRt})utIoDa t1"Om the ZOOIOI'1ca1~ 1JDlftlBlty of Oklaboma , Hew
.....0.1".
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PBOCBBDlNGS 0' THB OKLAHO.A

the ltatIon. '!'be DumeroUS IUbalplDe and alpine habitats such as the
clfDIe forest. alpine meadow. or the a1moIt barren Il'&D1te tops of the
mountain peats mate tb1s aD intereatlnl place for 1leld study.

8DaI1I were collected at various places and records were made of the
types of habitat and altitudes where they were found. The sna1ls were
almost alwap found under lop and rocka. an exceptioD being oreoheUz
detWeutJ (Cockerell). wblch also could be found on the openly exposed
around or rocb. oreoheUz (JSprea'tJ (Cockerell). VitrinA czltu1ctJ1I4. (Dall),
VtJUonIG grcuJlllcoattJtG (Rein). RtJdIodtBCUI mllleCOBttJta (P. II P). and
l'uf)llZtJ blcUIIcU (Morse) were found to be pneraIly distributed over the
entire ranp mvestlpted. ODe specimen of Vert410 modeata parfettllfs
(AIleey). wu collected lD 88SOCiatton with Valloma gr4CiUcoBtata (Rein)
and PupCllG bI4mc:U (Mone) from under a rock at the very top of Vi.rg1n1a
Peak at an altitude of 12."00 ft. Th1s variety was not taken at any other
1ooa11t)'. Those spectmena collected from Virglnla Peak and the southwest
aJope of Whlte Mountain (Table I> were above the alpine meadows.
wbere there Is a very small &mOunt of vegetation. The collection from
White Rock Mounta.1n wsa made about 1.000 ft. from the top of the peak.
No ma1.la could be found higher tl1an tbJ.s pomt.

8na1Ja were not found in great numbers In any loca11ty. Many times
a search of half an hour would be required for the collection of only a
few specimens, It is 1Dteresttna. bowever. that they can survive lD places
subjected to the aevere weather conditions existing in such places as the
top of Virllnla Peak where the snow rema.tns a gOOd part of the year and
the temperature drops to freeztn, almost every night.

Beeldea tbe speclmena llsted in Table I the writer collected one speci
men of Vertigo~ (Bay) but unfortunately the data on it were lost.
A small bivalve, pfsiclium ZueUlum. (Sterlk>. was collected from a beaver pond
on the side of Mt. Avory at an altitude of 10,000 ft. Water snalls belonalng
to the senera Llnmaeu.s and PhYla. were collected from ponds at Gothic
and crested Butte, Colorado, but the exact class11lcations of these speci
mens have not been determined. No aquatic snalls could be found in the
cold, rapid mountain streams. Table I does not include &ll places from
which ma1ls were taken but lives typical stations.

The writer Is indebted to Dr. A. O. Weese for his assistance in the field
work and to Dr. Paul Bartsch of the United states National Museum
for mat1na the determ1natlona.
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