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I. Introduction.

Wind power is an old subject. Everyone knows that wind
possesses power to do work. Centuries ago wind was used to
propel the ships of the sea. Today wind pumps the water for
cattle on many farms, and in some of our drier sister states wind
i3 extensively used to pump water for irrigation. Although wind
power has been and is today widely used for the purposes above
mentioned, no attempt to harness the wind for general utility
purposes has been made until recently.

That wind possesses large quantities of power has long been
known. To make this etear one only needs to mention a few
facts. For example, the theoretical wind power passing through
a circle 14 feet in diameter, which is the diameter of many ordin
ary farm windmills, is 6.1 horse-power at a twenty mile per
hour wind, and 20.4 horse-power at a wind velocity of thirty miles
per hour. No one realized this better than tt:e farmer himself
and naturally the first attempts to harness the wind electrically
were made by farmers.

The first wind electric plant that we have record of in the
literature is one built by Mr. Forrest in Wisconsin. This plant
has been in almost continual operation for more than fifteen years.
Wallace Manikowski a farmer in North Dakota designed and
built such a plant as early as 1911. It was apparent to all
farmers, experimenting with the general utilization of wind
power. that the best way to harness tt:e wind was to have the
windmill drive a dynamc,. The electricity generated in turn was
used to charge a storage battery. Power could then be taken
directly from the generator while it was running or from the
battery during periods of calm.

Although these pioneer plants were built years ago, not much
progress was made until recently when one of the leading wind
mill manufacturers took interest in the general utilization of
wind power for farm purposes. and developed and placed on the
market luch a wind-electric plant. The subject of wind ... nd
denty giftll a new interest, and with plenty of capital behind the



302 THE UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA

venture the prospects for a satisfactory and reliable wind electric
plant ~ked ",ery promising.

When the marketing of thi., commercial wiDd-electric plant
was announced the Iowa State. College immediately requested to
have one of these plants placed on its campus for observation
and test so that actual optrating data and experience in Iowa
wind could be given out to any Iowa farmers interested in its
possibilities. The electrical and agricultural engineering depart
ments, 'Vere,asked to conduct such tests as would show its per
formanctl and to observe its operation. These tests, with which
the writer was ~sociated, were begun in the summer of 1922. In
the remainder of this article tl:e writer wiJI give a brief descrip
tion of ','the plant, present some of the important data obtained,
and from this data predict what may be expected from such a
plant in 9kJahoma wind.

II. Deacription of Plant.
T~e' plant consisted of a windmiJI, a generator with gearing,

a switchboard and a storage battery.
WindmilL The windmill had an ordinary type wheel 14

feet in':di~uneter and was mounted on a fifty foot tower. The
wheel had' a lJlaximum speed of sixty revolutions per minute. It
was held in the wind by means of a self-regulating rudder,
which also turned the wheel out of the wind when the wheel
was running sixty R. P.M. This corresponds to a wind velocity
of about thirty miles per hour.

GeneratOr. T~e generator was a direct current machine of
the differentially compound type. Its rating was forty volts
and twenty·five amperes, over a speed range from 750 to 2500
R. P. M. The electrical characteristics of this generator are
such that the voltage does not vary more than from 32 to 40
volts over its entire speed range. A machine which will gener
ate a constant voltage at variable speed is not a new thing nor
is it very uncommon. Almost every automobile has a genera
tor which accomplishes the very same thing. It charges the
storage battery of six volts over t~e speed range from 12 or IS
miles per hour upward. The feature which accomplishes this is
the differentially CODn)(~und wint:lj'ng. Such a generator has two
windings~ a series and a sbunt, which are so connected' as to
oppose each other. \Vhen the generator circuit is OpeD only the
shuntlic:ld is excited and a' la,rge yoltage may be ,generated.
But when'the cwging circuit. is 'ck,;aed the charging cu~ent,.lD,ast
flow throag'h the series field. thCreby opposiDa the exdtatioD PrO-
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duced by the shunt field. As the speed o( the generator increases
more voltage is generated. and more charging current flows.
The increased series field current develops more opposition to the
shunt field, tt:ereby reducing the excitation and consequently the
voltage. In this way the voltage is brought back to normal at
the increased speed. If the speed should drop off, less voltage
would be generated and less charging current would flow. The
reduced current through the series field would thus result in lesl
opposition to the .shunt field. Less opposition to the shunt field
would allow the voltage to rise again to its former value.

Step Up Gear. The generator was geared direct to the wind
wi-eel through a two stage step up gearing which gives forty
revolutions of the generator for everyone of the wind wMel.
The reason for the use of a gear was to make possible the use of
a smaller machine for the same output. It is a rule in electrical
design that the higher the speed of an electrical motor or genera
tor the smaller its size for the same output.

Switchboard. From the generator the current is carried to
a collector brush whic~ allows the mill to revolve about a vertical
axis. From the collector the wires are carried down the tower
to the building where the switchboard and storage battery are
installed. On the switchboard are mounted fuses, switches, volt
meter, ammeter, but most important of all an automatic contac
tor which automatically connects the battery to the generator
when the mill is revolving fast enough to begin charging. Tt:i.
normally occurs when the wind is blowing about 8 mile. per
hour.

Storage Battery. The storage battery consists of 16 cells of
two volts each connected in series to give, 32 volts as the terminal
voltage. The battery has an intermittent rating of 240 ampere
hours, which is supposed to be sufficient capacity to store enough
energy to furnish power for light for a period of eleven successive
days.

III. RenIta of Tnta.
Space will not be taken to describe the method. employed

in making tt:e various tests nor in teUing of any weakne••CI

discovered in the original plant for which .ugge,tions were made
and which now are part of the preaent plant. Space wUl only be
taken to present the data of greate,t importance in determining
the practical value of the plant.

CbarPac C1IITeDt. The current i. quite nriable, in fad u
variable .s the wind velocity itaelf. Thi. is due to the ...tineu
of the wind. The wind velocity i. continually ftlYiaa. Fie. 1
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shOwI the wind vtlocity and charging currents on the same graph
and'dearly showl the close relation between charging current and
wind velocity. Fig. 2 is a curve showing the actual relation be
tween average charging current and average velocity. Further
more it shows that charging does not begin until the wind blows
abouf 8 miles per hour. At twenty miles per hour the charging
current is 18 amperes and at thirty miles per ~our it is twenty
eight amperes. This is greater than the current rating of the
generator, but it is here that the self-regulating rudder com
mences to pull the wheel out of the wind.

0' Monthly Kilowatt-Hoar Production. The monthly genera
tion of. energy for one year is given in Fig. 3. The year sl:own
is from ] une 1922 to ] une 1923. The results are much as
might be expect~d, namely. that the winter and spring months
are the windy months and the summer months the calm months.
March shows the largest amount of energy generated, nearly 200
K.W.. hours and in this respect runs true to form. Th~ months of
July and August, sl:ow about 30 K. W. hours each. These are the
low months, which also conform., to common experience.

Enero Available for Farm Use. Not all the current gener
~ted and delivered to the battery is available for use. Batteries
are not 100% efficient. On this plant the plant efficiency was
found to vary considerably. During the windy months when the
batteries were kept well charged, a large part of the current
passed directly from generator to load. Under these conditions
the plants was around 70% efficient. But during the calm
weather where the major portion of the energy used l:ad to be
stored for a time the plant efficiency dropped down to 60%
and lower.

E'igure 3 also shows the current available for farm use, figured
upon the basis of a 60% plant efficiency. This figure is about
the average for a new battery but would probably become lower
as the battery grew older.
a_tIeD of Monthl7 Wind Movement to K. W. Houra Generated

In Figure 4, the K. W. hours generated per month are plotted
against the total wind movement in miles per month. This
.howl the interesting relation that there seems to be a nearly
uniform increase in energy output as the total wind movement in
athes. The curve shows a tendency to bend upward which
seems mline with what might be expected. As the total monthly
wmd movement increases a- larger percentage of the wind is above
8 au1ea per hoar thaD at lower valu.. Therefore, instead fa the
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curve being a straight line it has a characteristic upward curn
ture.

IV. Predicted Oldaboma W"md-BJectric Power
The curve of Fig. 4 suggests the basis for the easy interpre

tation of monthly wind movement into electrical output. The
United States Weather Bureau reports on wind movement· are
available in almost aU sections of the country. AU that needs to be
done is to obtain the miles of wind movement per month, find the
point on the curve, and then read the corresponding kilowatt
hours generated.

In Table 1 are given the miles of monthly wind movement
ior Oklahoma City for the ten year period from 1915 to 1924.
These are tl"e recorded values for Oklahoma City, which is locat
ed quite centrally in the state and are therefore somewhat typical
of the entire state.

Using the curve of Figure 4 values of generated Kilowatt
Hours can be read from it corresponding to the monthly wind
movements of Table 1. An examination of this table shows a
maximum monthly production of 485 and a minimum of 104 K. W.
hours, with an average production throughout the ten year period
of about 280 Kilowatt-Hours per month. It wilt be noted that
in order to use the curve of Figure 4 showing th relation be
tween kilowatt-hours generated and monthly wind move
ment it was necessary to extend the curve way beyond the limits
reached in Iowa. Although Iowa is known as the Cyclone state
it does not have nearly as much wind movement as Oklahoma.
The maximum reached in any month in Iowa was in the neigh
borhood of 8000 miles per month wl-ere as in Oklahoma the
weather bureau records show several months running as high as
14.600 miles per month. In extending the curve into this region
it was extended conservatively as a straight line and not with its
characteristic upward bent.

It will furthermore be noted that the wind i~ well distributed
and no month can be said to be especially low. This is an im.
portant point, for a plant of this kind is no better than its weak
est mont~. In this respect it is much like the proverbial chain
which is no stronger than its weakest link.

V. COIIclU1ioDs.
From the data presented it is evident that such a wind-elec

tric plant shows great possibilities in Oklahoma, with its abund
ance of wind. Moreover, Oklahoma wind is well distributed
thl"oughout the year which is also greatly in the plant', favor.
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With an e.timated minimum production of over 100 1dlowatt·boun
per month luth a plant It.ould be adequate to meet the needs of
mOlt farmers in the atate. One-hundred kilowatt-hours will more
tban provide light for the home, yard., and barns and power for
wa.hing. ironing, and other hou.ehold devices. Many farmers
Uling electricity today do not consume a' much as SO kilowatt
hours per month. Therefore this plant should in addition be able
to provide power for .mall fractional horse-power motors for
pumping. separating. ct.urning. etc. Although the plant may not
be entirely adequate in Iowa on account of lesser wind move
ment. in Oklahoma it should be of sufficient capacity in almost
every in.tanee.

VI. A New Development.
Hardly were the tests described above completed when an

entirely new idea was brought forth. namely. the use of an aero
plane propeJJer in place of the ordinary windmill wheel. Today
the plant telted is already obsolete. A new plant with a ten foot
propeJJer weighing only 18 pounds i. replacing the old 14 foot
wheel which weighed over a 1000 pounds. The entire head on
t~e new plant only weigh. 300 compared to 1500 on the old plant.
Instead of exposing 150 .quare feet to the wind the new wheel
expose. only 5 square feet. This i. also an important factor
because it decreases the likelihood of being blown down. The
much reduced weight and decreased wind expo.ure make pos.i
ble the use of a much liahter tower which eventually may take
the form of a mast with guys. The claims made for the new
plant are that it will generate more electricity in 'd~e same wind
than the old.

What the future of the aeroplane plant may be no one knows.
How widely it will ever come into use is a matter of speculation.
This much is sure. the more' plant. placed on Oklahoma farms the
sooner will the day come when all the farmers will enjoy the
benefits and advantages of electric service. It is likely that this
wind plant and the gasoline plant will be the forerunners of a
general rural electrification. Certainly d:ey will hasten the day.
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