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XXVII. THE SYKES ALASKAN EXPEDITION OF tHE
UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA OF 192~.
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Mr. C. I-:. S)'kes. a well known big-game hunter, oil man and
parton of science, of Ardmore, Oklahoma, organize.d a six month's
l'x~aition into Alaska and the Yukon Territory of Canada. pri
marily to collett family groups' of large mammals for the Museum'
of the Unh'ersity of Oklahoma. Mr. Sykes. accompanied h~' the
writer. left Norman cnroute to Alaska, April 18. 1921.

The route taken by the expedition from Seattle to the relprn
to the United States was as follows: C. E. Sskes and the writer.
accompanied b)' R. H. ,Rockwell, taxidermist for the Brooklyn
Museum, and Charles Hoffmeister. a sportsman from Imperial,
Nebraska. sailed from ~attle April 23 and arrived at Contova,.
April 30., wheTe they were joined by Qr. W..H. OJase.Tbe party'
of'file emllar~ed unMay 1 in ,a 6S-foot ga.s:boat, which hadbecn
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chartt'red for the purp«~sc; arrived 3t U)'ak Ita)', on I'odiak Island.
May 5 and sta~ed at thIs place two da)'s on' account of stormy ~('as,
The party arm'l'd at UnKa. Ma)· 8. anll ait~r tllkinK Kllid~s anll
p~ckers on board ll'ft for Pirat~ Co\C~ whC!re they pU5"d th,'
mght. The next murniuK. at Broad Capt", Mr. S)'k~5 km~.f tht'
mother and three cuhs nf the ~{uscum's Kroup of fh'~ Kodiak hruwll
hears, , (The remaining hear, the male, WlU taken at Pa\'loff Iby.
Ju~e 2.) The party reached Pavloff nay that night. and e'tabli,,~1

a Lase camp at the foot of Mount Pa\'lof( the nt'Xt morninlt'
They left Pa\'loff Bay June the sixth; hadnJ( 5ec"r~d in all Ii'
kodiak brown bears, of which iin' arc the Ilrc1pt'rt)' of the l'nin'r
sity's Museum and srHn he:t)ft!{ ttl lIlt' Urn.,kh" M\I~ntm, nnd
arrived at Coruo\'a, June 12. .

At Cordova the part)' rl'llr~anin'd, thc ()klahuma ltl('",IIl'r~

l"t.>Iltinuing on into the interior oj :\laska and into Canada. \\c
left Cordova June 22 for Fairhanks, via the CUPI)('r "in'r I~ailrnatl

to Chitina, thence twrrland ,119 rnilr'l to fa;rhanks, arrh-inK JUIU
~; and departed )ul), 1 for Dawson \ia the.- Tanana anfl Yukotl
ri"crs, We spent the fourth and fifth within the Arctic Circle. itlul
arri\'ed at Dawson the eiKhth of July, where we Idt our h('.\~

haggagc, returnin/{ to Fort)"mile Tnwn the next cia)', The (nllo""
Ig morning. July 10, wc left for Jack Wafle. l(oinK Ull thl" Fflrt~·

mile Ri\'Cr to Sted (ret k. ll-Fllcco\"('rlanfl, makinJ( tht' Uil'
()f about 54 miles in al)(Jut 19 hnuu of actual Ir3\·cf. SIl('('im,·n ..
were collected at Jack W~de al1e1 on tht, ~t)rth Fork of the (lnrt)',
mile Ri\'er during the nexl three wcck... On the n'lurn triJl ttl
Dawson five da)'s were spent ~tllIl'ctif1J( at Fort)'mile Town. t:mm
this place we went to Daw~ln and em UI) the Yukon tu f'f1rt
Selkirk where collecting was aKain (t'sumed,

The party, now au~mentcd I,)' two huntl'rs (rom Oklahuma. It'll
Io'ort Selkirk, August 15. in a !Cornall ~as IIl)at fllr the I,i" Ila~

country. The Pdlty and ~facm:l:an U;\'rr" wl'rc. al'("cnfll'c1 "oml'
435 mile!', the trip upstream t,,"cIIIJy:nJ( six eh.)·~. The I)~rt)' ("IICdc',1
hig game spccimtns in this CI HlI1tr)' white sc\eral smallt"f slK"dm('f\'
were taken dur:ng the jOllr",.')' up and down the two finr", Th.·
j)arty arrived at \\11itehorse the niRht o( Sept~mher 2S. The: ne"l
morning Mr. Sykes and h:s friends left for Ska"ua)" and ('mbarler',1
fur seattle. The writer and Mrs. Crabb w~re unable to Inve the
counto" until the next boat. Octoher 11, on account or prcparimt
and shipping the sJlCCimen.. ; con5eflucntly we: did nc',1 arrive' in Nor
man until October 25. This trip louled !lix month and eight day~ an,l
during this time the party tra\'e~ed a total of not la. I.han S~
miles and secured the it)lIowing lIpec:men\;
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Alaskan Birda
~Q~. ~

12. Tufted Puffin. Lunda drrhala (Pallas} 2
Collected on Afognak Island; fairly common.

17. Paroquet Auklet, Pholuu plillacu!a (Pallas} 1
PavJoif Bay; only one seen, very rare, reported.

~. Pigeon GuiUemot, CeppJIf4S.t"ulumba (Pal~as) 2
Afognak IsJand; common.

44. Glaucous-winged Gun, Lourus gloNt"cscens (Numann) J
Pavlo! Bay; very common.

-55. Short-bi1l~d Gull, Lauruj brac/lyrhychus (Richardson) 1
Probably uncommon; Pavlof Bay.

56. Mew GulJ.l:ollrus CIJnIlS (Linnaeus) .----- J
Pavlof Bay; fairly common.

71. Arc:c term, SternlJ parudisiua (Brunnich) 2
Pavlof .Bay; common.

155. Harlecluin Duck, l/;slnun;clIs hislr;ouicus (Linn.) _
PavloE nay; fairJy common, surface duck; (imm. male.)

180. Whistling W. Swan, Olor co/umbiallus (Ord.) _
Pa"'lof Bay; saw only H <.luring northern trip--6 months.

Z.JSa. Aleutian Sandpiper, Arquatc'ila nwritimeJ cOlluia (Rldg.) __ 2
Pavlof Bay. common in flocks of .half dozen to 1.000.

l42. Least Sandpiper. Pisoba minutilfa (Vieil1ot) 2
P.l\'olf Ba)'; not common; ~een on~y in pairs.

274. Sem;palmated Plover. Al'.tJialitis St'm:palma/CJ (Ronaparte) _ 1
Pavlof Bay i only fairly common.

287. Black Oysh:rcatrher, flacmalopus batilmon / (AudulJon) 4
Afognak Island; fairly common.

302et. Townsend's Ptarmigan. Logupus rup..·slr;s lowllsmdi (EJliott)
ravlof Bay. fairly common.

34;'a. Roul.{h-leggcd Hawk. Art'lliblltco lagopus satlCli-joha,,;s(Gnle:in) _

Kinlot Cove; a melanistic f cma1c.
JS2a. Northern Bald Eagle, IIl,Iiacelus leucorephal.1S alasconws

(c. H. Townsend) 1
·Propert)' of Brooklyn Museum. but in OUT possession.
478. Steller's Jay. C"'orwcitta sl.'Jlari stell(ri (Gmdin) 3

Cordova, fairly common.
~. Northwest Crow. COrvtlS rouriIJNS (Baird) 1

U)':\k Bay, Kodiak Island; common. None at Pavlof Bay.
528. R\~dpolt, .4(0"llIis li..aria linaria (Linnaeus) :. 1

Jake Wade. common.
S36&. Alaska Longspur. Calori"" /abOIJi!'NS olos&:ftlsis (Ridg.) .:. 2

fa \'olf Ray; common; nestitiR.
58Sf. ~odjak Fox Sparrow, PasscI'ella .liaca /ulip"o.ra (Ridg.)..;._ 1

Uyak Bay.' Kodiak Island; fairly common.- .
68Sa. Pileoatcd \VarbJer. Jllilsomo PtUilIo 'ti!eoloto (Pallas)_;,,__ I

Jack Wade.. . :. .
fJi,T. }lipit,A"'A..., ,..bl.fcnts (Tunstall) :.._: -.:._.....:_:-"':-_;. ..~l

Pavlof'Bay: first noted abotrt )layZ5;,not,co~' .
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741. Chestnut-back;d Ch:ckadcl', I't'"lIusfla rU/Nl"nU ,u/~'
scens (J. K. Townsend)

Ska9uay; faid)" common in fi;s-t-~)Ti)l~t~,i;l'~~---'---' - .. --.
763. '(aned Thr~sh, l.rorc·us "<1,·~.i,tS (l;mclin)
_ Cordova, faIrly common. -----"'-.-._- ..

/63a. NO/r~dhern or P~lc Varied Thnhh, l.rl/r"lIs "cUt';".! '"t'",-
0' es (Sw3IUson) _

Jack \-Vade. . ---------.-------_ .. -.-.

Birds Collected in Yukon Territory, Canada.
11. Red-t~roate~ Loon, (;at1o sid/ella (Pontoppidian) •.. __

Macmlll~n rIver; saw (lnly 5 clmilll{ l'lItirc summer.
139. Green:WttlK ':I\-al, .\'.-tlioll (f1ro/i",'/ISis (C ;mdin) . _,. _. _. 2

Macn~lllan RI\'er; common; Ill"'t COI1lTllon Il'.11.

163. Amer:can Scontl r. Oid.·"":11 c"""ri"I//1/' (Swain~otl ) _ "
M(!uth ()~ ~'ortYl!,:lc: I~i\'(r: only Ont' ~l'l tl: it (c'mak

230. Wtlson SnIpe, (,o/hl/elYo ddi(f1/11 (Ord,) ••.• _•• _
?~. A lake near mouth of Fnrl\'mill'; l"call" c'o""n"n
.. JJ. Yellow·lqls. Tol/",,,s flll7.'i!,,:.f «;I:l1ll'n)' ... _.••. _•.

Lake near mouth of FortYl11ill'; .~ pairs Sl'/ n all !olll1l1t1t'r

19K (or 29~h) Hud~/Iliiln «(lr :\I:t~b) Srpll<"l' I';IrticlJ{t.'.
COlll1c1J1tl"S raltl1d,,"sis (IJllIlc/'·IIS;.f (LillnnelhL. _

Yukon river hottom near mouth of Fort\ milt.'; (airh' commOI1
(2 coIl. at Jack Walle, .\I;t~kaI.' . .

200:>. Gray Ruffed (;rotlse, nOllllSSiJ "11I",.JI';j lIm/J,-/I"id....
( DoIII-!Ias) • . • _• _.. _.. __ ..... _

Mammals Collected in Alaska
XII.

1. Errn:nl', Padof Hay, 111:t1t· ill .<\lrnnwr pd!a'.!,-.
1. Van';n~ Hare. Padl)f Bay. Illail-. tr:llI .. ititlll;Il w:l111'r (oat
1. Gra~ ~farmot. Fortvm:\l' I~i\(r klllk: fl'mall-.
1. Red:hacku\ Mouse' (Sp.). Jack \\'ad,·.
I. Pine Squirrel (Sp.). ~kallway.

5. Kodiak .Brown Rear~, male. mother allll .l rtll"

2. Moo~t'. a mother and h~r 14-mllnth-olcl «I'f.

Mammals Collected in Yukon Territory, Canada
2. Gray .Marmots, South Fork ~fa('millan ~fount:till".
2. Varyin/{ Hares. 1 immature. 1 trall~il;(lnaJ; "UIT1IJ1C'f l,c·lI;IIo(('.
1. Porcupine, (Canada); mall'.
1. California Ground Squirrel. ",<Ik
6. Pine Squi rrels. (Sp.); (2 ... rccie~ ?).
3. Grizzly near~. mother and 2 c\lh". . _
2. Moose; ad. males. Macmilan Coulltry. "n SOI~th f'(I~k
2. Moose, ad. females. ~(acmillan COlllltry. on S',,,!" f'/lf~
'1. Moose. cah-es. females. ~facmjJ1an (I,unlry. (In SI'Il'h "',rk.
4. Caribou. (Woorlland), A/lult males, ~f?cmj~!:1ll (':'l1nl r)'.
2. Caribou, (\Voodland), Adult (ema!('<;. ~fil('mlllan ('/lIntry•.
2. Caribou, (\VoodJand), Calves, male anf\ (c·m;"c-. ~faC1tlJUan

Country.
2. Mountain Sheep. Iambs. O. slond. .1facmi:/~1l C"'l.,JUy.
2. Mountain Sheep. ewes, O. slmll'l. MacmIllan Cfluntry:
2. Mountain Sheep. rams. O. slo"(;. ~facmiJlan C, Ullt,.,.
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11."~'.""section of eontems of infrao,WtaLI~men'of, cow' ~r~ ,
- , '. (F"»ctd with B06ib;) "', ~'

Grow;. -,iT of antler of caribo~ cow (fixed 'with Bouin).
CUtbion () Kodiak Bear', paw, (in fCJrmaldehYcle IOtution)
Tongue of maJ~ nmine, (informaldebydelOlutiOll).
S«tion of skin and blubber of ad..lt male porpoise. (in formalde-

hyde .olution. ' " . -', '

Cytolocical, Material (peicea of tate. ill Boaia)
Caribuu Calf,' (Wood:a~d). No. I~C,·Aug. 24. 1921.
(."ibmt Spike. (Uarrenground) , Pavlof Bay, May 22, 1921.
Kodiak Brown Bear. Pavlof, Bay, May'31. '
Kodiak Brown B~r. Pa"Jof Bay, June 2.
Kodiak Drown Bear. No.6, Pa\"lof Bay, June 2.
Varying ,Hart', Pavlof Bay. M~ 19.
Townsend', Ptarmigan. Pnlof Bay. May 19.
Whistler, or Gray Marmut, Yukon Territory, Sept. H.
Black IIcar. weight 120 los., Yukon Territory, Au~. 20.
Muu'lt:.in Sheep, imature. Yukon Territory, Aug.
~f.,{)sc. which i$ being ~tt1djed hy a Rraduate student of tht'

dl'partml'nt II' .It()l)~ORY. Sept. 7,

Alaskan S"cimens of Monusca
~'),

30 l.iml'l·ts, I'robao::t reprc~c:ntatin~ three \'ar:etic5; cnmmon.
,;. .\1)'/i.'lus ,·duli~. CordO\'a; very common.

12. OJstu Drill$ (U,.osalpi,t.r). Cordova; \'cry common.
•!. I~awr-had,t!d dams. ecJibl~, nl'ar Cordova, locally 'common.
1. llor!'c Clam (edihle, f) in. lonl-') ; ShaC'kran; apparently local.
,~. Hard-shelled Sand CJams; Shackran: Ct.lmmon.
5. llock Snai:s or Periwinkles. prohab1)' !.i1t1,riftO ';110",-0 (Lin.):

,·try common: Cordova. .
to!. llraddsh water hi\'3tvc~ (Sp?) : Ruby'~ l.a~l.lol1. at' Pa... lof Ha)':

common.
(I, Marincbivah'cs (Sp?).

Skeletal Specimen.
\. Whi~mnK Swan. trunk of, mal~, Pavlof Bay.
I. Tufted Puffin. trUnk of, female, AfOfPlak Island.
I. Porpbis~. enti~. adult. male. Cordova.
.l C;riuly skulb. adult. Whiteho15e. Canada. .
t. Rlack 8~r. skull. 120-1h. male, M~cmman River. Canafla:
L Itt>3\'ef Skull. adult male, found dead on· FortymiJe hanks.

Plater 'eat. aDd Moulds
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1. lrack of Cow cattbou. right front foot.
1. Tt~dt' .of mountain sheep tWl', riaht front fool.

IIlIceUaneoua Alcoholic Spedmeu fro•.AIuka
Chiton, probably MlJ/,a!ia H",(().M (GId.l,:\ (opalC "r81~nd;

cQmmon.
Scutpin, Seward. Ala5ka.

, .. Black Clam. .\I)·tillus t'dtJis line with \'aln' rtn1l}v~d. other
entIre. but encrusted with acorn harllacll'~; both in a h()ttl~ for
e~hihitioh,

Nemertian, or beak thrower. Pa\'lo{ Ba)', onl)' on... found.
Nereis, Pavlof Ba)'. Sperir, unindcntificd. fairly common.
Eels (Sp?); Pa\'lof Ba)'.
Anemonac:. (Sp-): Pavllli Hay,
Common Star.
Red Star, (l'nidentif ied).
Hermit cral's. (Unidcnti (ied).
Ox Warble, larva, from hack of (';&rihuu .

.Acorn Barnacles.
Parasitic nrmatooes frtllU 1'0rl'0i .. t> ,

Milcellaneous
No.
t. Pair of mucklucks, (Eskimo m()cca~ins).

264. Folders, ahout 1500 1Il>\.'Cimens. of flowt'ring ()lahtl. Se,eral un·
identified insects, including humble hce8. ant" mosqultOll. ~t1IeI,
Krasshllpper ancl other familiar forms.

,127. Kodak negath·e~.

This Make. a Total of
70. 'Bin) skins.
47.' Ma~mal sk~ns to !'l' I11 t JuntecJ whole; .~ o( which "re ':'iK·J{aane

speCImens, mcJucimJ{ X moose, g C4lrtllOt1. (, m«lunta.n 'h«fJ
and 8 bears. .

5. Kinds of unusual histoJo"ical mat('rraJ.
,II. Vials of cytological material,
HI. .Molluscan shelt!i.

:-to Sk~lttal specimens.
6. Plaster casts which pertain to hirRaryu," .

11. A{(Qholies or ~pecin1l'n~ pr('1Cnef entin',
327. Kodak negati\'cs,

J. Pair of Eskimo muckJuck!\,
204. Folden of £lowering plants. .

Two-thirds of the bi~-game S~Clmet1l' lJa\'e aJ~~ b«n ICI1t
'to 'a taxidermic firm in Colorado to be m~ted, WU11C thto mhet
tbii'd is btb.Jg tanned and prepared for mou_unlt'.
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