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XXVII. THE SYKES ALASKAN EXPEDITION OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA OF 1921.
Ed. D. Crabb

From the Zoological Laboratory of the University of Oklahoma.
Contribution Nox 22, Second Series.

Mr. C. E. Sykes, a well known big-game hunter, oil man and
parton of science, of Ardmore, Oklahoma, organized a six month’s
cxpedition into Alaska and the Yukon Territory of Canada, pri-
marily to collect family groups of large mammals for the Museum
of the University of Oklahoma. Mr. Sykes. accompanied by the
writer, left Norman cnroute to Alaska, April 18, 1921,

The route taken by the cxpedition from Seattle to the return
to the United States was as follows: C. E. Sykes and the writer.
accompanied by R. H. Rockwell, taxidermist for the Brooklyn
Musecum, and Charles Hoffmeister, a sportsman from Imperial,
Nebraska, sailed from Seattle April 23 and arrived at Cordova,
April 30, where they were joined by Dr. W. H. Chase. The party
of five cmharked on May 1 in a 65-foot gas-boat, which had been
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chartered for the purpose; arrived at Uyak Bay, on Kodiak Island,
May 5 and stayed at this place two days on'account of stormy scas,
The party arrived at Unga, May & and after taking guides and
packers on board left for Pirate Cove where they passed the
night. The next morning, at Broad Cape, Mr. Sykes killed the
mother and three cubs of the Museum's group of five Kodiak hrown
bears. (The remaining bear, the male, was taken at Pavloff Ray.
June 2.) The party reached Pavloff Bay that night, and established
a base camp at the foot of Mount Pavloff the next morning.
They left Pavloff Bay June the sixth; haviog secured in all 17
kodiak brown bears, of which five are the property of the Univer.
sity’s Museum and seven helong to the Brooklve Muscum, and
arrived at Cordova, June 12

At Cordova the party rcorganized. the Oklahoma members
continuing on into the interior of Alaska and into Canada. We
left Cordova June 22 for Fairbanks, via the Copper River Railroad
to Chitina, thence overland 319 miles to Fairbanks, arriving June
28; and departed July 1 for Dawson via the Tanana and Yukon
rivers. We spent the fourth and fifth within the Arctic Circle, and
arrived at Dawson the cighth of July, where we left our heavy
haggage, returning to Fortymile Town the next day.  The follow-

1g morning, July 10, we left for Jack Wade, going up the Forty-

mile River to Stedd Creck, tlgnce -overland, making the 1rip
of about 54 miles in about 29 hours of actual travel. Specimens
were collected at Jack Wade and on the North Fork of the Forty.
mile River during the next three weeks. On the return trip to
Dawson five days were spent collecting at Fortymile Town. Fl:nm
this place we went to Dawson and on up the Yukon to Font
Selkirk where collecting was again resumed.

The party, now augmented by two hunters from ()klab«rnaa, feft
Fort Selkirk, August 15. in a small gas boat for the big game
country. The Pelley and Macmillan Rivers were, ascended some
435 miies, the trip upstream accupying six days, The party cnl!ccu-d
hig game specimens in this country while several smalln: specimens
were taken during the journey up and down the two rivers. The
party arrived at Whitehorse the night of September 28. The next
morning Mr. Sykes and his friends left for Skaguay and embarked
for seattle. The writer and Mrs. Crabb were unable to leave ‘thc
country until the next boat, October 12, on account of preparing
and shipping the specimens conscqucml:v we did nat afﬂ\‘c in Nor-
man until October 25. This trip lasted six month and cight days and
during this time the party traveled a total of not less than K000

miles and secured the following specimens
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Alaskan Birds .
A.0.U, . No.
12. Tufted Puifin, Lunda cirrhate (Pallas) .. . ... 2
Collected on Afognak lIsland; fairly common.
17. Paroquet Auklet, Phaleris psittacula (Pallas)o ... ... 1
- Pavloif Bay; only one seen, very rare, reported.
29. Pigeon Guillemot, Cepphus.columba (Pallas) ... 2
Afognak Island; common.
44, Glaucous-winged Gull, Laurus glaucescens (Numann)__.... 3

Pavlof Bay; very common,

*55. Short-billed Gull, Laurus brachyrhychus (Richardson).... 1
Probably uncommon; Pavlof B

56. Mew Gull, Laurus canus (meeus) ...................... 1
. Paviof Bay; fairly common.
71, Arcic term, Sterns poradisuca (Brunnich) __ . ___________ 2
Pav!of .Bay; common,
155. Harlequin Duck, Histrionicus histrionicus (Linn.) ________ 1
Paviot Bay; fairly common, surface duck; (imm. male.)
180, Whistling W. Swan, Olor columb:anus (Ord)) e 1

Paviof Bay; saw only 8 during northern trip—0 months.

235a. Aleutian Sandpiper, ~Arquateila maritima couesia (Ridg.)-- 2
Pavlof Bay. common in flocks of half dozen to 1,000.

242, lLeast Sandpiper, Pisoba mmutzlla (Vieillot) ... 2
Pavolf Bay; not common; scen only in pairs.

274. Sem palmated Plover, Aegialitis semipalmata (Bonaparte).
Paviof Bay; only fairly common.

287. Black Qystercatcher, Hacmatopus bathman 1 (Audubon)... 4
Afognak. Island; fairly common.

302d. Townsend’s Ptarmxg:m Lagopus rupestris townsendi (Elliott)
Pavlof Bay. fairly common.

J47a. Rough- leggcd Hawk, Adrchibuteo lagopus sancti-johanis

(GMEN) e acecccm e —— e ————— 1

King Cove; a melanistic female.

352a. Northern Ba!d Eagle, Ilaltacetus leucocephalus alascanus

(C. H. Townsend) e 1
*Property of Brooklyn Museum, but in our possession.
478  Steller’s Jay. Cranocitta steilari stelleri (Gmelin) .. 3
Cordova, fairly common.
489. Northwest Crow, Corvus caurinus (Baird) <o oo 1
Uyak Bay, Kodiak Island; common. None at Pavlof Bay
528. Redpoll, Acanthis lingria finaria (Linnaeus) . __._=.___.

Jake Wade, common.

536a. Alaska Longspur, Calanius laponicus olascensis (Ridg.) =.__ 2
Pavolf Bay; common; nesting. -

585f. Kodiak Fox Sparrow, "Passcrella iliace fultyuno.m (Ridg.)-~ l
Uyak Bay.' Kodiak Island fairly common.-

6853. leeoatcddWarbler. W;Lromn lnmlla p:leolato (Pallas)---- 1

Wade. ;
ipit, Anthus rubescens (Tunstall) - R |

Pavlof Bay: first noted about May- 25 "ot common.
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741.  Chestnut-backed Chickadee, Peuthesctes rufescens -
scens (J. K. Townsend) __________ . ... {-.‘ ..... .'“/f.
Skaquay ; fairly common in first of October.
763. Varied Thrush, Jroreus nacoius (Gmelin) _.____._._....._ 1
_ Cordova, fairly common. ’
763a. Nor{hern or Pale Varied Thrush, Jeorcus noctius mery-
loides (Swainson) .._._____ ... o
Jack Wade.
Birds Collected in Yukon Territory, Canada.

1. Red-throated Loon, Gatia stellata (Pontoppidian).. ... o2
Macmillan river; saw only 5 during entire summer.

139.  Green-wing Tcal, Nettion carolinensis (Gmelin) ... 2
Macmillan River; comnmon; most common teal,

163.  American Scooter, OQidenca americara (Swainson V... ...}
Mouth of Fortym'le River: only one sean; a female.

230. Wilson Snipe, Gallinago delicata (Ordy ... . . 1
A lake near mouth of Fortymile; locally common

255. Yellow-legs, Tatanus flavipes (Gemln) __o._ ... .

Lake near mouth of Fortymile; 3 pairs scen all summer
(or 298h) Hudscnian (or Alaska) Srpuce Partidge,
Canachites canadensis canadensis (Linnacus) ... ...
Yukon river hottem near mouth of Fortymile; fairly common ;
(2 coll. at Jack Wade, Alaska).
2005. Gray Ruffed Grouse, Bonassa umbellus wmbellordes
(Douglas) e 1

Mammals Collected in Alaska

t
<
*x

No.

1. LErm'ne, Pavlof Ray. male in summer pellaue.

1. Varyving Hare. Paviof Day, male, trunsitional winter coat
1. Gray Marmot. Fortymile River hank: female,

1. Red-hacked Mouse (Sp.). Jack Wade.

1. Pine Squirrel (Sp.). Skagway.

5. Kodiak Brown Bears, male. mother and 3 cubs

2. Mnoose, a mother and her 14-month-old ca'f.

Mammals Collected in Yukon Territory, Canada

Gray Marmots, South Fork Macmillan Mountains. ,
Varying Hares, 1 immature, | trausitional ; summer pellage.
Porcupine, (Canada) ; male.
California Ground Squirrel, male.
Pine Squirrels, (Sp.); (2 species?).
Grizzly Bears, mother and 2 cubs. ] ek
Moose, ad. males, Macmilan Country, on South For
Moose, ad. females, Macmillan Country, an Seath "!“rl? .
Moose. calves. females, Macmillan Country. on South Fork.
Carihou, (Woodland), Adult malcs, .\lacmx!-n‘n (‘j-umtry,
Caribou, (Woodland), Adult females, ‘““Cm'”'"fi ,nn\r} ry. e
Caribou, (Woodland), Calves, malc and female. Macmillan
%::tt!gi'n Sheep, lambs, O. stoncs, 'Macm;!llzu' Ceauntry.
Mountain Sheep, cwes, O. stonei, .\laqmdh?_ (_'-:mtfy:
Mountain Sheep, rams, O. stonci, Macmillan Country,

NRRN NNANNNWO ==
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Uaund Histological Materisl

‘Section of contents of infraosbital ?onmcn oi cow caribon, -

(Fixed with

Boaif;
Growing tip of antler of cariboy cow {fixed vnth Boum)
cmﬁé? o ;(oduk Bear’s paw, (in formaldehyde solution)
Tongue of male ermine, (in formaldehyde solution).
Section of skin and blubber of adult male porpo:se. (m formalde.

hyde solution.

Cytological Material (peices of testes in Bouin)
Caribou Calf, (Woodiand), No. I:C, ‘Aug. 24, 1921.
Carihou Spike, (Barrenground), Pavlof Bay, May 22, 1921.
Kodiak Brown Bear, Pavlof, Bay, May 3}.
Kodiak Brown Bear, Pavlof Bay, June 2.
Kodiak Brown Bear, No. 6, Pav of Bay, June 2.
Varying ‘Hare, Pavlof Bay, May 19.
Townsend’s Ptarmigan, Pavlof Bay, May 19.
Whistler, or Gray Marmot, Yukon Territory, Sept. 8.
Black Bear, weight 120 lbs., Yukon Territory, Aug. 20.
Maountain Sheep, imature, Yukon Territory, Auy.
Moose, which is being studied hy a graduate student of the

department of zoology, Sept. 7.

No.
0

l
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Alaskan Specimens of Mollusca

Limpets, probably representating three varieties; common.
Mytsthus eduiis, Cordova; very common.

Oyster Drills (Uromlpmr) Cordova; very common.
Razor-hacked clams, edible, acar Cordova, locally -common.
Horse Clam (cdible, 6 in. long) ; Shackran ; apparently local.
Hard-shelled Sand Clams; bhackran. common,

Rock Snails or Periwinkles, probably Littorina Imorca (Lin.):
very common; Cordova.

Hrackisl water bivalves (Sp?): Ruby's Lagoon, a Pa\lnf Bay:
commuon,

Marine hivalves (Sp?).

_ Skeletal Specimens
Whistling Swan, trunk of, male, Pavlof Bay.
Tufted Pulfin, trink of, l’cmale, Afognak Island.
Porpoise, entire, adult. male Cordova.
Grizzly skulls, adult, Whitchorse, Canada,
Black Bear, skull, 120-1h. male, Macmillan River, Canada
Heaver Skull, adult male, (ound dead on. Fortymile banks.

?hsterCuuand)loulds

. Noseand mogxh of female caribou.

Mountain - Sheep tamb, fémale, anteriér part of head including

orbital regions.

goumi:a %hm dmg. isti::d. o:h nose and mou;h. 5
oO8E; & ovmg rt. of head fcom

car mw‘mbm | in transit, .
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1. Frack of cow catibon, right front foot.
1. Track.of mountain sheep ewe, right front foot.
Miscellaneous Alcogolic Specimens from Alaska .
Chiton, probably Mapalia muco ' Af ¢ Islind ;
common P cosa (Gld.),  Afognak fsland.
Sculpin, Seward, Alaska.

_ BRlack Clam, Mytillus edulis one with valve removed, other
entire, but encrusted with acorn barnacles; both in a bottle for
exhibition.

Nemgman, or beak thrawer, Pavlof Bay, only one found.
Nereis, Pavlof Bay, Species ynindenti ied, fairly common.
Eels (Sp?); Pavlof Bay.

Anemonac, (Sp-): Pavloi Bay.

Common Star.

Red Star, (Unidentified).

Hermit crabs, (Unidentified).

Ox Warble, larva, from back of cariliou.

.Acorn Barnacles.

Parasitic nematodes from porpoise.

Miscellaneous
No.

-1, Pair of mucklucks, (Eskimo moccasins).

- 264. Foldcrs, ahout 1500 specimens, of flowering plants. Several un-
identified insccts, including bumble bees, ants, mosquitos, beetles,
grasshopper and other familiar forms.

127. Kodak negatives.

‘ . This Makes a Total of

70. Bird skins,

7. Mammal skins to be mounted whole; 30 of which are big-game
specimens, including 8 moosc, 8 caribou, 6 mountain sheep
and 8 bears. .

Kinds of unusual histological material,

Vials of cytological matcrial. .

Molluscan shells.

Skeletal specimens. .

aster casts which pertain to big-game.

Aleoholies or specimens preserved entire.

Kodak negatives.

Pair of Eskimo mucklucks.

Folders of flowering plants. _
Twol-dtlclird(; of the bii-gnmc specimens have already been sent

to a taxidermic firm in Colorado to be mounted, while the other
thitd is being tanned and prepared for mousting.

7
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