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RACE AS A FACTOR IN INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

Miriam E. Oatman-Blachly, 1917,
. (Abstract)

I. Very little is definitely known concerning racial differences,
more particularly psychological diffecrences. Authorities in the fields
of cthnology, anthropology, biology, psychology, history, sociology,
etc., disagree upon all questions connected with racial variations.
These authorities vary all the way from those who believe that in-
herent mental differences are very marked (Keane (1),* Ripley (2),

*RFigures in parenthesis refer to bibliography.
I.e Bon (3), Hoffmann (4), Mecklin (5), Dowd (6), through

those who arc uncertain as to the extent of such differences Ratzel
(7), Galton (8), Haberlandt (9), Thorndike (10), Ward (11),
Tenney (12), Giddings (13), Boas (14), Ripley (15), to those who
hold that such differences are slight or negligible in  comparison
with environment Boas (16), Myers (17), Spiller (18), Thomas
(19), Woodworth (20).*

1. In order to look forward with any degree of certainty to
the improved world order for which so many people’ are hoping as
the outcome of the present war, it is necessary to have more light
upon the physical and particularly the mental differences between
races, and upon the psychology and sociology of racial contacts;
for the problem of race affects every possible type of international
agreement, and any settlemept reached without giving it full and
scientific consideration will pr%\e impracticable.” The factor of race
complicates the international sxtuatlon by giving rise to the fol-
lowing problems:

(a) The problem of geographical distribution and climatic
influences (21, 22, 23). Upon the presence or absence of certain
physical qualities of endurance, resistance, pigmentation, etc., may
rest the geographical distribution of large masses of men. There fs
a_considerable difference of opinion among authorities as to the
ability of white men to live in the tropics even under the best san-
itary conditions. If the future should prove that Major Woodruft
is correct in his contention that “the black man should be within
25 or. 30 degrees of the Equator.._.the olive_.._flourishes best at
35 to 45 degrees, etc., it is entirely conceivable that there may bc
in time a fairly well defined racial grouping according to Iatitude,
*QOwing "to: va inions ressed at -different Hi it ‘has
been r:'smr’rymgm&%de cemexn: authorities .in rﬁorem?x’an “aog.
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In such a case, will the contacts between the racial groups thus
formed be peacefu!, or will there be friction? It must be remem-
bered that friction may cxist because of dislikes and prejudices,
regardless of the matter of superiority. Moreover, it is possible that
the decleterious effects of tropical climate and other environmental
conditions may cause one race to be for all intents and purposes in-
ferior, even though it is able to survive these conditions, and though
its native endowment is equal to that of other races. The inferi-
ority so caused may make self-government permanently impossible,
and may thus open the way for international conflicts.

(b) The problem of undeveloped territory (25, 26).

If one race or several races prove inferior in ability to secure
stable and adequate government, and to develop economic re-
sources, what arrangements can be made enabling the world to se-
cure those resources? Here is an opportunity for two sorts of con-
flicts— (1) between superior and inferior races; (2) between vari-
ous groups in a superior race, each of which desires control,

(¢) The problem of adaptation to modern civilization (27).

If psychic differences exist, will they put one race ahead of the
others in ability to meet the needs of modern life, as, e. g., by per-
fecting inventions and developing complicated economic and political
organizations, or will the other races be able to imitate with suffi-
cient cxactness and rapidity to keep up with the procession fairiy
well? Upon the answer of this question depends in large part
the future organization of the world state, which in the first case
must always remain an cmpire, but in the second case may u'timately
develop into a federation.

(d) The problem of racial differcnces and democracy.

Even if it is impossible to dec'are any race superior or inferior,
hecause of gifts so varied that comparison is out of the question,
will these variations of gifts be so great as to render democragy in
a country of mixed races an impossibility, or to prevent the forma-
tion of a democratic world state? Professor Giddings has pointced
out the fact that democracy can exist only where there is sufficient
background of common standards and ideals to render cooperation
possible. Where this background does not ‘exist, there will be the
rule of bosses, damagogues, aristocrats, or strong individual mon-
arch, who seize power because the people fail to stand together.
Will racial differences prove negligible as separating factors, as
modern science develops and knowledge becomes more widely dif-
fusd, or will they make common standards impossible, and thus
seal the doom of the democratic world state?
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I11. Though much has been written on the subject of race,
the problems presented in this paper are not yet solved. It may
be a long time before their solution is possible.” Meantime, at the
close of the war some practicable method of dealing with unstable
and undeveloped peoples must be found. It is not necessary to as-
assume that these peoples are permanently inferior, but no one can
be so blinded by the democratic ideal as to deny that they are at
present in many ways, behind the most highly developed groups.
Therefore, we cannot hope for an immediate solution of the great
conflict in a wholly democratic world state, but only in some ar-
rangement which will truly “make the world safe for democracy”
in so far as democracy exists, and make it safe for democracy in so
far as it is able to develop. Whether we can reasonably hope that
time will bring democracy everywhere is a question depending
largely upon the matter of race, and the only way to answer that
question is to make a patient and unprejudiced search for complete
information,

Bibliography

Keane, A. H.—The World's Peoples, pp. 2-10.

Ripley, W. Z.—The Races of Europe, pp. 104, 119, 121, 332

and 333.

3. LeBon, G.—Psychology of Peoples, pp. 4-36.

4. Hoffmann, F. L.—Race Traits and Tendencies of the American
Negro, pp. 312-329.

5. Mecklin, J. M.—Democracy and Race Friction, pp. 267-270.

6. Dowd, Jerome—The Negro Races, Vol. I, p. 453.

7. Ratzel, F.—History of Mankind, Vol. I. Ch, L

8. Galton, F.—Human Faculty and Its Inheritance, pp 100-103, 310,
333, 34. '

9. Haberlandt, M.—FEthnology, pp. 84-85, 92-93, 105-106, 129 130,
147-148.

10. Thorndike—Educational Psychology, Vol. 1. pp. 240-243.

11. Ward, Lestr F.—Purc Sociology, pp. 195-19%.

12. Tenny, A. A—Social Democracy and Poulation, published in
Columbia University Studies in History, Economics and Pub-
lic Law, 1907, pp. 57-61.

13. Giddings, F. H.—Inductive Sociology—cf, suggester four-fold
classification of race, under heading, Demotic Composition.

14. Boas, F—The Mind of Primitive Man, pp. 24, 271.

15. Ripley, W. Z. Op. cit., pp. 40, 57, 377, et. seq.

16. Boas, F—Op. cit.,, pp. 93-94, 117-123. .

17. Myers, C. S—Paper before First Universal Race Congress.

o



OKLAHOMA ACADEMY OF SCIENCE 53

1911, published in Proceedings of Congress.

Spiller, G.—The Problem of Race Equality, Published in the
preceedings of the First Universal Race Congress.

Thomas, W. L.—Sex and Society, pp. 258-289.

Woodworth, R. S. Address before the American Association
for the Advancement of Science, 1509, published in Science,
Feb. 4, 1910. )
Huntington, Ellsworth—Civilization and Climate.

Huntington, Ellsworth—The Pulse of Asia.

Semple, Ellen C.—Influences of Geographic Environment.
Woodruff (Major) Charles C.—The Effects of Tropical Light
on White Men, pp. 270-272.

Lippmann, Walter—The Stakes of Diplomacy.

Kidd, B. F.—The Control of the Tropics.

Tarde, G.—The Laws of Imitation.

Giddings, Franklin H—Democracy and Empire,



	p050
	p051
	p052
	p053a

