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AN ANOMALOUS BIFURCATION OF THE INFERIOR
VENA CAVA IN A CAT

A. KURT WEISS, Oklahoma Baptist University, Shawnee

Anomalies of the circulatory system are not unusual in the Mammalia.
McOlure and Huntington (1918) state that deviations from the normal cir-
culatory pattern are found with a greater frequency in the venous than in
the arterial system. According to other authorities (Begeret and Masmonteil
1929, Lucas 1916) a bifurcation of the inferior vena cava in the cat is of com-
mon occurrence.

During a routine dissection on a male cat in the biology laboratory at
Oklahoma Baptist University, it was found that the common fliac veins did

werg similar in appearance. The caudal vein branched from the right ramus
of the inferior vana cava, and each ramus received the usual internal and exter-
nal {liac veins. Posteriorly the branches of the vena cava were dorsal to the
In the anterior direction they were observed to run along the left and

t sides of the arota to the region where the illiclumbar veins branch off.
er anteriad the branches of the vena cava assumed a position



Fig. 1. Anomalous bifurcation of the inferio rvena cava in a common cat.
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