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the poor, are elderly ,or are in. single-parent
families. ucational opportunities or employ
ment changes are unlikelyIi'

STAUCTUAALTHEOAY

This theory derives from Marx' analysis of
society, and from conflict theory. It claims that
poverty is inevitable in capitalist societies. Ac
cording to the theory, the higher classes try to
sieze and control he wealth and power that
they can, in part because inherent problems of
capitalist economies force the upper classes
to make vast reinvestments in their enter
prises. It p s out a variety of ways in which
the very existence of a large number of im
poverish e serves the interests of the
higher classes. For example, the poor perform
undesirable jobs, consume unwanted (sec
ond-hand) goods, and provide the psychologi
cal benefit of allowing others to feel smug and
satisfied with themselves.

Two predictions can be madeon the basisof
this theory. 1) there will generally be a mas~of
people too'poor to afford adequate health
care: ater amou
fered pooras a result
to lock them into poverty, by maki
for them to retain jobs.

The theory of povertyov
some of the evidence g what gains· the
poor have made in the post-war ~ra. I
fers licy recommendations and
hope. demns the ial
meas s hOU~lj~IS'Jbsid
training programs that poor people
and gladly accept. It suggests only major re
construction 'of the society, at some
point in the future. This is no comfort to the el
derly'retiree eking by on a low social,security
pension.

Dutton (1978) tries to weigh the· relative
explanatory power of some of these theories.
She tries to understand causes of' the use of
health-care facilities, a s out
studies have tried to ex
facili re
Still
that I
rential
to the
is to have
sura
take
fUlly
Shepe
factors alrea
ga natureofthe healthca
This third factor reflects in part the situational
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THE DATA
A second solution taken here, is

a da
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FIGURE 1: PATH DIAGRAM FOR
EFFECTS ON DEATH RATE
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(From p 37)


