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gize collective behavior (Berk. 1974).

PART PA Y NETWORKS
Some important assumptions about the par­

ticipatory networks of co tive behavior have
changed. It is no longer assumed that people
who partici ein col ive behavior are
homogeneous or isolatedfrom'the fo
institu in society. Nor are they
from the culture of that society. They do not in­
teract in a societal vacuum. Collective be­
havior is now seen as to "mai so­
ciety and culture, by complex 0

interpersonal networks (Snow' &et al.
1980). · 's 1) social-psychologi
planation of the ~ I nfluence on indi-
vidual life space and;group behavior is perti­
nent.
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OTHER IMPO NT Pies
We should learn more about the decision-

making i Ived in the int 00_ between in-
stitutional ority and subsequent
behavior. 's work on agent
an example of productive approaches
problem (1974).

The relation of change in societal
subsequent, collective behavior n
study. The 1950's were known as
tic generation. Can it 'be chara
panty raid and hula hoop tive
The 1 e 0 alienated
era ttl t f coli pra-
test? T 1 have been called the narcis-
sistic ge . Do streaking, unter
groups an tive echaracterize that
era? Turner (1976) has a. in
focus of self-concept from institution to im­
pulse, and I have noted shifts toward the Muta-

Jaries of motive in a context of situated action. bJe f (Zurcher, 19). change in
Other views of collective behavior 1971 seen collective behavior as a
items in already developed vocabularies of natural process in the evolutionary f
motive, and tend to make those items simple, social systems. It it? Is It a ' al
sove e ations. in the evolutionary change of persona

The thir c he invasion, of collective terns?
behavior theory by sociobiologists. In the The role of symbols in collective behavior
hands of some of them this would resent demands more investigation. in-
dynamic biology, in the hands of ot elude not only slogans,' ke
biology. or visual r esentatio

We have observed that early social as collective behavior actor and
ogical theory and early collective generators of vocabularies of motive (Turner
theory we y indistinguish . Many of and Surace, 1956).
the so p ological formul ns were Park d Burgess (1924) noted the growing
based on collective behavior observations. economic interdependencies and the shorten-
Ps ical socia ych and s ing distances among s
ical 0 th moved off er- What about the in ence a
ent ing to trivialize their another in the gene
pursui collective behavior theory can tive behavior? Is there a
help to rejuvenate social psyc y by merg- as there is a multi-or~Janjiz4
ing the ieal with the sociol collective behavior operates (Zurcher and
proaches, especially if the symbolic interae- Kirkpatrick, 1976; Curtis and Zurcher, 1973;
tionist thrives and finds more ways Gusfield, 1963)?
to link ·ve with institutional behavior. Another topic for research i

This is to t other theoretical at- whict, the enactment of co
te u coli vior- psy- roles might fit into w b
chologlcal, - the process of role ul
ought stop. Nor - sem of a role set which g
tive behavior ou to satis n the person. To t extent is
Symbolic interactionis a d coUective behavior participation a gr~ltif)~",1

it is too early to discard the collective behavior e eral role (Zurcher, 1968, 1970, 1977b)?
concept, however ragged it seems. The process of recruitment in

beh r participation is a partie
tant area for further inves
ment, and the subsequent
conve , link



FREE INQUIRY in CREATIVE SOCIOLOGY Volume 10 No 1May1982 6

It

power.
al bias.

Colf/8Cltive BehaviorResearch Utility
The flux of collective behavior is ideal for
study ncept aschallanged, evolved
&m se intetrati()n

deal It
e
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old Tide being replaced with new Tide.
Advertisers still hold fast to as ptions

that people are driven by the simple and
sovereign motives of old: hedonism, egoism,
sympathy, imitation or suggestion. They pitch
their ads to one of those motives, or co a-
tion of them, depending upon the pro . If
people are so d by ads, do they come to
perceive themselves in those terms? Do they
remain guided by 'simple, sovereign and sup­
erficial motives, externally manipulated? Are
they influenced to behave in a manner that
would cause LeBon, Tarde and Freud to
"see, we weren't far wrong after all." The busi­
ness of collective behavior deserves more of
our attention.
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structure without being rigid. Flexibility must
social system since people

Ie change con­
o review the roles and

to assure the changing
needs of the people are met within the struc­
ture.

coach was allowed to re
reevaluating his reasons for wanting
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lutions totheseproblems incl
The


