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ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERN: A NEW IDEOLOGY?

Doug Satterfield, Pen Ivania State University

STRUCTURAL SIMILARITIES
A nitive model, either scientific or ethi-

cal, set forth by humans goes through struc­
tural changes, alth h the intensity and di­
rection varies through out its history atton:
1981, 2). For example, one of the basic
pedagogical methods is that learning should
proceed from familiar to less familiar, from
concrete to abstract. Also, in the cases of
mathematics, biology, and physics, solutions
to all contradictions of their scientific
paradigms were attempted in old paradigms.
Only after a series of failures, could a new

I, us vi by a young outsider,
all contradi s with a new paradigm.

An ideo' will answer each of these four
a and
methods and. instruments that exist within it."

INTRODUCTION Although Ritzer applies this concept to the sci-
More than t eople of any preceding age, entific community, others Ophuls, 1977; Pir-

thinkers 'in recent centuries have held firmly to ages, 1 ; Rodman, 1980; Dunlap, 1980)
ind end have recognized a broader use for the term.

human Pa hen, be found at the intradis-
ry and interdiscipli levels, as well as

o tier. This\Jat. the institutional level and at the cultural
em to a new conc of level. It is at the cultural level that I contend

on an "infinite" amount of gms merge into ideology.
u ways of The term ideology may be thought of as a

th t the task em of inte endent ideas. Such ideas
on growth .and are held by a s group or society ich re-

became the ideological rationalizes, defends, and guides its
present . G d particular social, moral, re us, political, and

abundance were the twin pillars of progress as economic institutional interests and commit­
an ideology. ments (Theodorson: 1969, 195). In addition,

Karl Marx (1960, 26) gave the concept great
prominence when he defined it as a system of
ostensibly logical ideas that in reality are a jus­
tific~atic)n f:or thlee 'vVEested interests of a particular
social class; where the dominant ideology in a
s is that of the ruling class. It is not un­

after a comparison of the concepts
id an tural paradigm, to view these
termsasc I.

The emergence of a new environmental
ideology is amazingly similar in structure to
m old and immensely powerful ideologies.
If such a is t place, then a greater ac­
ceptance of the fundamental ideas within this
ecologically-oriented ideology should be evi­
dent.
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